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from our readers P rague-nosis:: !

P « Juror In was dawnwind of an -ator burnin, !
Candidate :immmeit Gmmnoens gt | |ife’s good here

- clarifies
his position

To the edltor:

In 1988 “The Farmington City
* Counell walved the bid process des-
2 ignating the Farmington Archltec-
+> tural flrm of John Allen Associates

+ as construction manager” for reno-

vatlon of the Farmington City Hall,

The above quote I3 from the Nov,
12, 1989, Farmington Obscrver, page
5C.

There were cost overruns lower
esilmates for furniture, carpeting,
dry wall and architects fees.

. Idonot find my electlon literature
+ in error as does Mayor Shirley Rich-
. ardson.

John T. Kenney,
Farmington

_Expansion
of court
is needed-

To the editor:

We would so much appreciate an
endorsement from the Observer for
the bond issue {or an addlilon to the
47th Distrlet Courl In the Nov. §

, electlon. .

The court is bumlng at the seams.

We need a third judge ard a room to

" house her/him: Following are a few -

statisties we think are persuasive of
the need for court expanslon:

® Case load increased by over
15,000 cases in seven years.

& Present court case load is ap~

" proximatcly 40,000 cascs.

® Between 1980 and 1990 the pop-
ulatlon of Farmington Hills In-
creased by 23 percent.

® Space needed for third judge —
courtroom, chambers, and judieial
staff.

® We are (he third buslest dlstrict
court In Oakland County and the 14th
buslest district court out of 98 in the
state of Michigan.

® Case load per judge In the 47th
District Court Is aver 17,000; aver-
age statewide Is 12,082 per judge.

® The 47th Distriet Court has a
heavier case load per judge than
Pontiac, which has four judges; Liv-
ingston Couniy, which as three;
Watled Lake (52-1), which has three;
Monroe County, which has three; and
Ann Arbor, which has three.

® The court has had to dlsmiss
cases because we cannot get them to
trial on time. The criminal jury
docket Is especially crowded.

77 days from date of uruL
@ The speedy trial rul reqnln:
90 percent of all traffic and criminal
cases must be concluded within 83
da

ys.

® All preliminery - examinations
In felony cases must be held within
12 days from arrajgnment.

. Prvposed lexhhuon would in-
crease small clalms  jurisdiction
{rom $1,500 to $2,500 and civil juris-
dictlon te $20,000 from $10,000.

® Community work program has
grown from 450 to. 2,000 in four

years, .

« Farmington  Hills police de-
partment anticipates a force of 123
sworn officers within 10 years.

® Cost to the taxpayer should be
minimal — if any — less than $7 for
the average household.

Justlce delayed is jumm denied.

Margaret G. Schaefler,
Frederick L, Harrls,
District Judges

Editor’s note: The above letter
contained a typographical error
when it appeared in lost Mon-
day's Farmington Observer. The
next-to-last paragraph should
have said: “Cost to the tazpayer
should be minimal — {f any —
less than $7 for the average
houschold.”

Judges must
work harder

sored candidates’ nights and did ot
invite me to participate.

‘What puzaied me about this i that
both groups try to Increase voter

P but did pot recogniz
my campalgn as a “certlfied candi-
dacy.”

Well, 1 beg to differ with both
groups. I'm a registered candidate
under the name of “Commlttee to
Elect Ractkowaki” (C-90298) on Aug.
21, with the county. groups
were courteous with my plea, but
Juat didn't see the facts as state law
does. I feel that if a group holds a
candidate’s night, they lhould Invite
all “registered candidates.

T ajso ask that if the voters of
Farmington Hills are looking for
clear, complete, intelllgent, and logi-
cal undldllc, they should write In
Andrew Ra

A few people tell me (hat my cam-
palgn is a “long-sbot” and people
just don't care !or sincerity and good
ideas, Those things Just den't win
electlons any more. But 1 sull be-
1eve 1t's possible. Maybe that, too, Is
a reason to vote for me.

I ask if people want to help this
Important campaign, bo matter how,
to please call Andrew at 478-5588.
Or vote (write in} Andrew

.

‘There are viable alternatives to
Ineineration. Control of our solid
wasie stream and reduction of our
need for landlill space starts at
home and office with each of us.

When you go to vote, don't be
misled by references in the bond
proposal ta recycling or compostlng.
While these are helpful in reduclng
our solld waste stream, this bond Is-
sue will allow the Incinerator, too.

We can recycle without inclnera-
tlon. We can vote no on the Oakland
County's Solid Waste Bond ‘Proposal
and stlll make progress on our solid

waste problems.
Douglas A. Tull,
Rochester §illls

Attack was
uncalled for

To the editor:

Tim Rlchard’s column attacking
our company in last Thursday's Ob-
server was a stream of illogle, non-
sense and basie ignorance of bual-
ness matlers.

He writes as if there's something
sinister about a well-managed com-
pany and business success. He then

city on the

green secrecy envelope.
Apdrew Ractkowsk!,

Farmiagton Hllls

Editor's note: Raczkowski, who

... .._miissed _the filing dendlme last

To the editor:
1 would 1lke to comment on an ar-
tele In the Farmington Observer on

L. 21, ‘“Court needs another
judge” 1 would disagree with the
clty councll candidates.

After scrving on jury duty and sce-
ing the judges work about three days
a wecek, slx hours a day, It scems ltke
the gravy traln to me.

1 would propese that there be nc-
countability to the taxpayers. As a
taxpayer and thelr employers, 1
would proj they punch a time
card and show us eight hours work
per day, 40 hours a week, 5o we can
be assured of our money’s worth.
Leonard Weems,

Hills

August, is a write-in candidate
for a Farmington Hills City
Council seat.

Vote no on
incinerator

To the editor:

I urge all residents of Oakland
Caunty to please vote no on the Oak-
land County Solid Waste Bond pro-
posal Nov. 5. If you vote yes, you
will scatence those of us who live in
northern Oakland County to the haz-

Hills write-in
makes pitch

To the editor:

Many viewers of Farmington Hills
cable TV on Wednesday and Friday
nights commented: “Where's Andy?”

ards of alr for
the rest of our llves, or until we are
forced lo move.

Conslder, please, what (ncloera-
tion at the Madison Helghts SOCCRA
(formerly SOCIA) facllity dld to
those famitles surrounding it. Con-
slder what a county wide Inclnerator
would spew Into the air.

Do you keep your batteries out of
your trash? Consider how you would
feel if you lived only a few mlles
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ly suggests that selling sec-
ond lnes to homes with teenagers
accounts for the growth In customer
1lnes over the last four years.

He's correct that we've reduced
the number of jobs io the last three
years, and we did it by providing
ecarly retlrement
through layoffs. A key reason the.ac-
tion had to be taken is because com-
petitive losses were cutting into our
revenues, The cutbacks helped us
achleve the kind of earnings our
shareowners expect.

Despite Richard's criticlsm of the
new Ameritech Complete Card, this
new credit card represents a new
ltne of business and the prospect of
new revenues for our company. And
its Interest rate Is competitlve. It's
been very well recelved by our cus-
tomers.

Richard plays the role of judge
and Jury — arguing that Michigan
Bell "might misvse its current pro-
tected position™ and “could” under-
cut the competltion. It's as Hf he's de-
cided we're guilly until proven inno-
cent. .

What is thls nonsense? I'd expect
more responsibility from the Ob-
server.

K.E. Millzrd,

incentives, - not- -

“LOOK UP, not down, If you vialt
Prague,” a Dutch tour gulde
advised us some years ago.

Prague, be sald, s the most
beauttful city in Europe. Much of
that beauty is in facades, decora-
tions, rooftoops, atatuary.

Last month we learned he was
right. Vienna's beauty is really
only a century old, but Prague's is
far older. Charles University was
{ounded in 1388 [n the old town on
the Moldau. An opera house where
Mozart worked still stands. Much
of “Amadeus” was {llmed around
Prague’s 1Bth century bulldings.
‘We vislted a rich, old culture.

But sadly, Czechoslovakla is 200
years behind the good oI’ US. of A,
in dealing with a key problem of
clvillzatlon.

CZECHS AND Slovaks, grap-
pling with freedom after the 1989
“velvet revolution” which toppled
the Communlsts, can't handle fed-
eral-state relations,

This 1 gleaned from a local Eng-
Itsh-language paper, Prognosls
{Vol.I,No. 7).

“What began as a soberly eu-
phorie elfort to create a new sct of
constltutions last Junc — one fed-
cral and two republic (state) —
become a political catfight which
threatens the 73-year-old unlon of
the Czech and Slovak nations," safd
an editor’s introduction to an inter-
view wlth the prime minister,

“The nut of the dispute concerns
the respectlve powers and respon-
slbllities of the federation versus
the republics, especially in the eco-
nomle area,” the edltor contlnued.

Czechoslovakia was born after
World War [ in the breakup of the
Austro-Hungarian empire. Czechs
and Slovaks are tribal groups that
moved into the reglon as the
Roman Empire disintegrated. The
notlon of state-federal relations s
new stuff,

PRIME MINISTER Marian Cal-
fa, a Slovak, said (translated): “All
the key people from Slovakla were
nominated and elected to the Fed-
cral Parllament” rather than to the
Slovak Republican government.
“These other (Slovak) politictans
didn't have thelr own sphere of eco-
nomic development to use to ad-
vance their own politics,” he said.

Result: Slovaks are sep-
arate natiohood.

The idea Is craxy, of ooune. A
balkanlzed series of tribal govern-
ments —~ Czechs, Slovaks, Croals,
Serbs — will tzmpt another Nlpo—
leon, Hitler or Stalin to weld them
into a respectable nation, Eastern
Europe lso't out of the woods yet.

Meanwhile, the Prague Town As-
sembly bounced Jaroslav Koran as
mayor, Proguosis reporter Matt
Weich wrote. There were multiple
reasons, but a key problem was
“confusion at the top of forelgn a-
vestment policy in Clty Hall” No
cne knows who's to do what, it

Why a clty is dabbling in forelgn
investment policy Is beyond me. In
the good o}’ U.S. of A., the federal
government handles {nterstate and
forelgn commerce.

‘THE TRICK Is for politicians to
assign certaln jobs to the nation-
wide government and leave others
to the state-local unlts. .

Americans haven't solved the
problem totally, but we bave essen-
tally a correct grasp of it James

- Madison, in No. 9 of The Federal-_
ist Papers, said 204 years ago: .

"“The proposed Constitution, o0
far from Impiytng 2n abolitlon of
the State ' governments, makes
them constituent parts of the pa-
tional soverelgnty . , . and leaves
In thelr possesslon certain exclu-
sive and very Importznt pon.lons of
soverelgn pawer.”

In No. 10 Madison added: “The
tederal Constitution forms a happy
combination in -this respect: The
great and aggregate Inferests
being referred to the national, the
local and particular to the suu
legislatures.”

A trip Lo Prague makes a gy lp-
preclate the good of' Amcﬂmm sy:
tem.

Tim Richard reports rcvulor-
1y on the local implications of
state and regional events.
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