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Mercy Center or pot. Incumbent
Sevet belleves a facility must
it or.bullt for the communi-
lor adulta. And that's & prior-

W
lncumbmu Nuncy Bates and Lar-
negotiations
shwlq Fonunun vm: the Sisters of

m 2.\ the center — whether it's

Mennn Ren Ollverio, Joanne
Smith and Paul Sowerby have a
mixed bag of oplnions on the center,
Batall agree attenton must be
turned toward it as a solutlon to

space problems for senlor adult pro-
amming.

B
: ~“My first cholce is Mercy,” sald
cilman, “I'm

If the city continues to lease the
muuy'on 11 Mile, east of Middle-
balt;! Stver hellavu “they’ll have u:
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-chnd.lu lm as mayor pro tem and
*1990 as mayor, Fox publlcly said
goodhy: :Monday. But she also left
hee thoughts oo the city — ita
4gvodand bad points.
‘ "hre laul a love affair with this
with moat love affairs, It

“_‘“blows hol'l'nd Cold,” Fox fold the Ob-"

urverln a vecent Interview,

“It's' .been an Interesting 48
months,” Fox sald Monday, refer-
ring to the good and the lms!nlinz
momenta.;

Desplte her 33 years of Involve-
ment with the eity — including the
ons, zonlng board

Jean Fox
outgoing Hills councilwoman
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" Farmington Hills City Couiel

over a barre]” with costs. “We coold *
pay quadrupled costs for Lhe same

space.

Sever, Bates and Mayor Aldo Vag-
nozal are council liasions to a newly
established ad hoc commiitee for a
senor facllity, “We are facility ori-
ented. We're looking for 2 perma-
nent home for the senior program-
ming,” Sever sald.

SEVER'S CONCERN also lles
wilh the elght-year special millage.
If volers eight years from now ddn't
want to continue paying an addi-
tional tax for parks and recreation, a
problem occurs If Mercy Is leassd.
“We could find ourselves kicked out

ed. "Belng me, I'll probably lpuk
u

Pemually. Fox says she enjoyed
the city council. But there were
problems. And she remains con-
cerned. “I've been disappolnted to
flnd a few at clty hall and on the clty
councll who are strongly committed

rotecting the clty’s £ mnlnp That's

g:n our problems lead.”

She remalns concerned about land
use density and of protecting the nat-
ural beauty of the city. “The general
zoning of the city is good,” Fox sald
Monday. “If we don't bargaln it
away.”

Too many consent judgments is
the way Fox puts it.

But Fox Is just as quick to point
out the positive slde to the city and
its accomplishments. She lauds
many of the “good people” on the
city's boards and commissions. And
she’s not bashful about when it
comes to applauding those eity offi-
cials she belleves have worked hard

" and are on the right track. City cleck

Kathy Dornan Is the first she’ll talk
about. “One of the state's great city
clerks” is Fox's description.

She sald city manager Willlam
Costick “was fin to work with,” and
assistant city manager David Call,
“a wonderful public servant.” She
also lauded Dan Rooney, public

-works director, and the DPW crews,

fire and pollce personnel, (or thelr
bard and good work,

After her years of parucl;uuon in
the jocal governmental process —
includlng a continulng tenure with
the Oakland County parks board —
Fox says she's still convinced “less
government Is better government.”

AND SHE retains faith in the pub-
lic. "1 think people are pretty shatrp.
Left to themselves, people will vote
for the right things.”

Stil, Fox admlis to dlsappoint-

nl programming. 1 want to buy
mr:‘ethlnz and own something” bo

As far as Bates, a two-year couns
cilwoman is , Mercy Cen-
ter-“would answer a lot of hculty
questions in the community.” That
includes sports fields, a phce for the
arts and for senior adi

“We've been hnvlnl a dlfflcult
time In negotiations jut getting
them to the table,” she sald referring
to the Slstera of Mercy, who are in-
volved In a year-long study of thelr
own needs, Including uses of the cen-
ter,

While Bates says she “would love
for the city to own that property,”
she {inds It difficult to zay whetber
It's better to lease or buy without
any cost estimates,

“I would hope in negotiations that
the city Is tive to the needs the
sisters have she sald, adding that
she has no problem with sisters re-
malnlng at the facllity to Live as they
du now, “We are not in confliet with

on ends her tenure
y servant

ments during ber couscll

“Part of It was just wondertnl. Bn:
when you can't accomplish what you
want . . . . We pay a lot of lip ser-
vice to a lot of Issues. But when it
getadowntolt. .. .

She was dlsappolnted in how the
clty responded to Olde Town resi-
dents’ concerny about Boys Republic
—_and the ensulng agreement made bes
tween the clty and the soclal service
agency,

Spv.vd limits alopg Drake Road —
one of the city's natural beauty areas
— continues to bother Fox, who
agrees with resldents that more
needs to be done to protect the area
{from becoming & major raceway.

Fox gives the recreation slde of
Lhe city and its officlals a gold star.
But she's uncertain how the city Is
faring on parks. “Not enough people
on that (parks and recreation) com-
misslon who know enough on parks. 1
think the community bas a commit-
ment. But are the people who are
carrying it out committed? T'm not
really sure.”

She’s content with the preserva-
tion of the Spleer House In Heritage
Park, which she says nature lovers
have been wnrunz hard to malntaln

as a passive

ONA hrizhur side, Fox said ahe Is
happy with the clty’s cnhleeuu.ng of
council meetings. “I feel that is the
best thing we have done In year, It
shows how local governmeat does
and doesn't operate. It shows the
slowness of government and (he in-
teractlon. You can't hide from TV. It
wlll show Integrity and character -
and the lack of it.”

She was the only mayor who
brought a state convention to Farm-
ington Hills. In Spring 1990, the His-
torie Preservation Committce — all
150 of themn — came to the city. “We
showcased what we had done out
here,” she said.

Auto-Owners gives famitles with

this discount can be “no problem™

How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

Insurance ratc. That makes thelr exceptlonal auto coverage and
claims scevice even mace attractive.

So If you're a multiple car family irying to minimize [nsurance
costs=call your “no problem” Auto-Owners agent and find out how
for you,

Frank Hand
Insurance Agency
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lnythlnx tbby dolng.”

Without an avallable allernative,
Lichtman (oo believes ne(oli.\lan:
should continue with the Sisters of
Mercy, It's too premature to say
whether Lhe lndmy should be leased
or owned,

“WE'VE GOTTEN mixed and con-
flicting signals of what their (slsters
of Mercy) needs might be, In the long

~run the way to keep a bandle on the

costs is to own the facility. But until
we are able to sort out.what (other)
land Is availablen. . We're doing
what wecan.” -

The new ad hoc committee, Licht-
mlnuld,llllleplnthadghldlm
tion, bul should contlnue to

u.ln l.he same level of service

and programming to senlor adults

and um services keep up with the

needs of senlor adulis —~ all dono
cost-eifectively, Lichtman sald.

‘Without a doubt, former council-
man Paul Sowerby says buy Mercy
Center now. “It answers 80 many

questions.” The facillty can provide
flat land for sports in addition to
space for senfor adults and other

community

“IU's & jewel, It lsu't worth debat-
Ing. As far as I'm , every-
thing is for sale,” Sow: sald.

Quallty of life Is what's important.
And that means addressing the needs
of the communlty’s aging population,
sald challenger Oliverio, who is
making his second bid for a council
seat. )

*“I'd ' much rather them purchase a
facllity or bulld one. It's an lovest-
ment, Mercy Center is important
and must be aggressively pursued,”
Oliverio said.

Write-in candidate Andrew
Raczkowskl sald Mercy “Is a perfect
spot right now."

RATHER THAN trylng to sclve a
lot of different problema — such as
the library, 47th District Court, a
community or clvic center — city

'.-eahdldates differ oh fate of Mercy Center

officials should concentrate on one
at a time.
“I'm for keeplng the status quo,”
he said, adding that it's too gr;ml
ture to declde whether it's best to
buy or lease.

Smith, chalrwoman of the Farm-
ington Hills Plapning Commlsslon,
says Mercy Center Is a place thn
works, But she’s not sure —
ahe doesn’t have cost e-m-nnls -
whether buying or leasiog would be
better.

“Maybe thls ls something we bave
to ask people, ‘Wo have to {lnd out
how we can serve more people,
Thal's important; to get more people
who aren't being served Involved.
And I think tnuspar-unn In the
problem.

Nooetheless, Smith belleves Mer-
cy Center Is the starting point for the
scarch for a senlor adult Iacillty,
“We've been renting. all (his time.
We know It works. We know it's a
place that works."

Conlinued from Page 1

Postal complaints
sent to president

“The did not do any-

able to call the post office — be-
causa It is closed — after the last
mall carrier makes the last delly-

ery. .

Frankel also-talked of grocery
chains who provide postal services,
such as atamps, as well as other

thing wrong,” said Ploskonka, who
wutked at the post ofilce for 24
years. “He s devastated by what
they (postal officlals) dld to him.”
In an interview with the Observ-
er, Ploskonka safd that Harrls —
and two olher supervisors at the
Furmlngtcn Hilla branch — are
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“chairis"{hat providd more" détatled
postal services, “they are trying to
pass off the retall to someone
else,” he sald.

“It won't be long before some
smart complroller in one of those
chalas says, ‘why are we dolng
this’" Frankel sald, rdemng to
the cost of the postal stations.
"Guess what? You'll be In trouble
because the post offlee wnnl be
doing it elther.”

BOTH FRANKEL and George
Ploskonka, a retired postal carrier,
also spoke of postmaster Harrls,
who has been on the Job xlnce No-
vember, 1975.

accused ‘of ‘making-the ‘mail-count
higher than it actually ls.

Plosonka sald it's simply not
true. The two other supervisors
bove had bearings and have been
demoted, Ploskonka said. Bate sald
Tuesday he cannot discuss Harris
or the accusations against him,

“As 1 2ald before, everyone is in-
mnl until proven gullty,” Bate

But Ploskonka said the postal
service s trying to rallroad Harris
out of his job. Harris, according to
Ploskonka, bas {iled a lawsuit
against the postal service.

“They kept It s0 qulet, They have
oo right to keep it quiet,” he sald.
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Jacobson’s

NOW QPEN SUNDAYS

Florence, Italy. Designed to reflect
your own personal style, each is
meticulously crafted and detailed.
Top to bottom: Medium flap bag.
Black, red, purple or navy, siss.

red or amber, $140. Mini-canteen

THE GOLDEN "X",

SIGNATURE OF THE
BY PALOMA PICASSO
COLLECTION

Masterworks to wear, tumbled
calfskin shoulder bags from

Half-moon bag, in black,

i red, purple or black, st43,
Birmingham Apparel Store.

We welcome Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard® snd VISA®
Shop uatll 9 pm. on Thursdey snd Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesdey and Saturday.

Shop Sunday Noon 1o 3 pm.



