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Vampire tale
Skillful cast brlngs Dracula to life

Performances of the St. Dun. .

stan’s Guild of Cranbrook produc-
tion of “Count Dracula” continue
through Nov. 2 at the playhouse,
400 Lone Pine Road in Bloomfield
Hills, For ticket information, call

Barbara
Michals

With the scason here,
“Count Dracula® once agaln
menaces the area as St. Dunstan's
Gulld of Cranbrook presents a hand-
some, styllsh version of the popular
vampire tale. The skillful cast does a
good job of bringing the creaky old
story to life, creating almost belley-
able characters trapped ln 2 nlght-
mare of fear.

The Ted Tiller dramatlzation from
the classic Bram Stoker novel is set
in England in the 1930s. Dr. Seward
{Michael Shulman), the directer of a
private Insane asylum, has his hands
more than full. He must cope with
Sybil (Roz Basherian), his addle-
brained sister; Renficld (Brian Doo-
ley), an inmate constantly escaping:
“Mloa (Laura Ralsch), his young ward
suddenty suffering unexplainable
bouts of weakness; and Count Dracu-
la (Paul Glllin), the Intruslve new
neighbor who has moved inte the
castle across the valley.

THE PRODUCTION has lts share
of blood-curdling screams, ecrie spe-
cial efiects, and dramatlcally chill-

Actresses
team up in
‘Candide’

By Mary Jans Doerr
speocial writer

The pgovernmental climate in
Michigan these days is not nurturing
for the arts, but singer/actress/di-
recior Chris Jones' carcer is flour:
ishing. So is actress Rochelle Rosen-
thal's, and both Birmingham resl-
dents love it.

Junes has three shows in produc-
tion — 2 children’s piece she wrote

“Let's Play Mozart™ currently being,

1oured by Michgian Opera Theatre
Community Programs, a play —
“Nunsense” she directed at the Mar-
quis Theatre in Northville, and the
musical "Candide™ she Is assisting,
which opens this Friday at the
Fisher Theatre in Detroit. For ticket
information, call 874-SING.

"DETROIT HAS been good ta
me," sald Jones over a light dinner
belween rebearsals of "Candide" at
the Michigan Opera Theatre.

Rosenthal, whe does a lot of com-
mercial work, and industrial films,
cchoes her satisfactlon. "It {s a ma-
jor, major treat for me to be in this
production. Tt Is grucling. sweaty,
hot and T look at it as an opportunity
10 lose some weight."

This is Jones' third show as an as-
sistant director for MOT. Last year,
she was the assoclate director of the

Package Rates

ing music. Despite the best efforts of

director Amy Lynn Smith and her .

cast, a small percentage of Nnes still
sound hopelessly silly. It matters lit-
lle as horror stortes such as "Dracu-
re {oday more for fun than for
lhnll: and last Friday's opening
night audlence willingly played
along. .

On the other hand, this adaptation
at the Dracula legend has many lines
ripe with dramatle Irony that do not
get the maximum benefit of good
comic timing.

Gillin's Count Dracula is pleasing-
Iy suave and debonalr in the begin-
ning, gradually allowing his true
pernicious: character to show
through unti! he reveals the blood-
thirsty, fanged vamplre contempu-
ous of all who try to thwart him. Gil-
lin nleely combines his arrogance

The production has its
share of blood-
curdling screams,
eerie special effects
and dramatically
chilling music.

ing his hands and cowering in terror
at the awesome powet of Dracula or
reveling In his own penchant for
swallowing flles and splders. The
physical . fights are well-staged as
Rentield grapples convincingly with
Jonathan (Christopher Kelly), Mina’s
very carmest Hance, and Hennessey
(Tom Christopher), Dr. Sewards loy-
al attendant,

Raisch s excellent al making
Mina more that just a Pretty Young
‘Thing. She very ciectively conveys

with carly hints of hu-
mor In his face. His makeup Is re-
freshingly understated. .
Dooley pulls out all the stops as
the insane Renficld whether wring-

Chris Jones s di-

Mina’s nd over

fear, and she nicely slldes in and out
of playing the seductive minx Mina
becomes when the vampires” Influ-
ence takes hotd.

rector at  Michigan Opera
Theatre.

Community Program's tour of “La
Traviata” and the assistant director
of “Ariadne auf Naxos™ and “'Ma-
dame Butterfly.”

“IT IS a great opportunity to work
with Dorothy Danner,” said Jones
whose responsibility as assistant di-
rector Is 1o take scenes out and work
with the actors shaping the action
according to director Danner’s ideas.
When Danner leaves afier opening
night, Jones will attend all perfor-
mances to keep the staging within
Danner's intentions.

“Chris and | have known each
other for at least 10 years, and It is
wonderful being able to work with
her again,” said Rosenthal who has
the major part of the Old Lady in
this production of "Candide,” This is
Rosenthal's first show with MOT
since 1987 when she was In “Man of
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in “Candide™ at the Fishor
Theatre.

LaMancha.” Before that she was in
“Sweeney Todd” and the “The Mika-
do.”

BOTH THESPIANS are exclted
about this productlon of “Candide”
because the recent recording with
Jerry Hadley has created a renewal
of intcerest in Leonard  Bernsteln's
muslcal, and because Daorathy
Danner and conductor Mitchell
Kricger bave created a newly
reworked production of this show. .

They both feel It is more effective
than the versions of the New York
Cily Opera, Lillian Hellman, Hal
Prince, and numerous others. The
story is based on Voltalre's 175¢
comedy,

“ think the payof! Is going to be
when the audiences see what a grea®
cast this is, and what a wonderfu
production it is." said Jones.
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537-1450
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Count Dracula {Paul Gillin) and Mina (Laura
Ralsch) in a scene from “Count Dracula™ pre-

AS SYBIL, Basherian is amusingly
befuddled, quite batty without any
help from Dracula. Though her first
few lines lacked clarity because they
were too bigh-pitched, she quickly
warmed to the role and endeared
herself to the audience.

Shulman’s Dr. Seward always

sented by the
brook.

seems approprlalcly in control as he
struggles to keep Dracula out and
Renficld In. As Jonathan, Kelly is

St. Dunstan’s Gulld of Cran-

tions,
Bob Raisch's very handsome Goth-
Ic set establishes the tone for this

ful) of sincerity and deter

as is Topper Pennlngton's Dr. Hel:
ing, the kindly old family friend who
is an expert on vamplres and leads
the plot to foil Dracula’s evil inten-

stylish p . matched by Cath-
ine Glanakura and Marian
McMechan's costume designs. A few
technical glitches on openlng nlght
were only minor flaws,

Performunces of the Bloom.
field Pluyers production of “The
Wiz” continue through Nov. 3 at
the Lahser High School theater,
345 Lahser Road. Bloomficld
Hills. For ticket information,
call 433-0885.

Whimsically wonderful costumes
in electric colors come close to
rupning away with the show [n
Bloomf{ield Players lively produc-
tion of “The Wiz Appropriately,
only Aunt Em and Uncle Henry
wear bland clothes,

Once Dorothy hits Oz, coior ox-
plodes. Check out the place names.
The Yellow Brick Road weaves
through the cartoon countryside
and leads, as any savvy kid knows,
{0 the fabled Emeratd City. In Oz
color is supposed to rule. In the
Bloomfield Players production, it
riumphs.

JULIANNE J. Schmidt, who dou-
bles as director and costume de-
signer, creates a visual kaleido.
scope in this jivey musical modern.
tzation of the classic Frank Baum
story The Wonderiul Wizard of Oz.
With full orchestra led by Valerie

‘The Wiz’ pleasing entertainment

Cathle
Breldenbach

Palmicri, and a cast and crew of
more than 80 people, Schmidi
keeps the pacing lively.

Players . dressed .as tornados,
munchkins, & yellow brick road,
scarecrows, ' poppies, monkeys,
Winkles, and Oztes enter and exit,
dance and parade tn a celebratlon
that's almost non-stop. Except for
the solos. The Joyous whir) abrupt-
ly halts for the mostly forgettable
sol0 tunes, The music In this update
suceeeds in being upbeat and dif-
{erent but in no way better than the
original songs Judy Garland and
her cohorts sang in the immortal
movie musical.

Combine forgettable songs with
a sound system that crackles and
fades making some vocals impossi-
ble to hear, and solos drag [ike a

long grace before dinner. With its
otherwise live-wire pacing, enthu.
slastic cast, and fine dancing, The
Wiz provides pleasing entertain-
ment in a show kids will love.

Laura Rogers, wha plays Doro-
thy, has a loyely voice, but coutd
use a bit of the Tinman's oll to Joos-
en her up when she sings. Not so
Richard Tripp who plays the Janky
Scarccrow with such a liquid
motlon that rubber bands of bun-
gies must hold him together at
knees and clbows. Larry Miller, as
the cowardly lion postures like a
portly pussycat wha's pretending to
be a mean, sleek predato, dupxtc
his own tail.

FOR SHEER exuberant charis-
ma, check out Alana Simon as Ad-
daperle, the witch with green
glittering hatr. And for the girth in
red satin, the house-sized witch,
Evillene (Donna Kussad) brings to
mind the wicked Java the Hutt.

Cathie Breidenbach of West
Bloom(ficld teaches colleg> writ-
tng closses and workseas a
freelance writer.
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