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Exuding confidence
Kevorklan attorney often called arrogant

- By Ralph R. Echtinaw
stalf writer

Like radlo talk show host Rush
Limbaugh, West Bloomfleld attomey
Gealfrey Fleger, noted for his de-
fense of Dr. Jnck Kevorkian, bas

- been a of arrogance

but pre!en 1] ull it confidence.

though Fleger doesa't clalm to

bc the most dangerous man in Amer-

lea, or the epltome of morality and

virtue, or walk around with half his

. brain tied his back as Llm-

.-baugh does, his confidence in his
= abllity is monumental.

“I was meant to do what 1do,” he
said. “And I'm as good at it as they
come. 1 bave a patural talent for
“this, T belicve If you hire me, you've
© - got the best there ever was and ever
wiil be.

“SOME PEOPLE DON'T like me.
Some people find me very arrogaot.
{But) I have self-confidence. They
find that to be arrogant. I think that
I'm kind. I like animals, I like cata a
.- Tot. I'm very approachable. I like to
talk to people. I flnd people interest-
Ing," Fleger sald.

But lke former bascball player

By Wayne Peal
and Susan DeMaggic
statf writers

~~+r——Emotional~—but dry-eyed

"+ 7 d= Conflitti listened Tuesday as the
Jury dellvered lts verdlet,

I+ After two trials, and more than 10
: months, her fate had come down to

o
~ “Gullity,” sald jury foreman An-
drew Tracey of Farmington Hills.
Conflittl, 18, could face up to five
years in prison after jurora found
hcr gullty of dropping an LSD tablet
into the coffee of English teacher
Robert Helfernan. Sentencing is Fri-
day, Dec. 6 before Oakland County
Cireuit Judge Deborah Tyner. Tyner
raised bond to $50,000 cash,
Assistant prosecutor J. Randall
Secontine sald he would seck the
um sentence.

“I THINK a message has been
sent to all students,” uld Secontlne,
who handied both trials. Conflitti's
first trial, in May, ended In a bung

jury.
Conflitti, her father Jerry and her..

. attorney avolded repomn after the
verdiet was read.--
"Would you be Avnlhhle if It was
. guilty for your daughter?”" Jerry
Conflitti had sald earller to 2 report-

er.
Heffernan, who has been on dis-
abllity from Troy Schools alnce the
- December 1990 spiking Incident, was
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Pete Rose, who was often charged
with having what one might call ex-
cesslve pride, Fieger can convinc-
Ingly back up bls claim.

AL 40 he has practlced law for just
12 years and already collected 10 §1
million-plus verdicts, mostly in med-
ical malpractice cases. In additlon,
Fieger sald he's accumulated 25-30
settlements of more than §1 milllon.
Earller this year he won $12.6 mil-

lion for & client in a medleal mal-

practice lawsult.

Fleger attributes his success to a
coincidental collislon of abllity and
the profession in which it could be
most effectively employed. In short,
he  20y3 he's been lucky.

“Evi fng in my personality
happens to mesh well with the things
1 do,” he sald, “The beat thing that
can ever bappen to anybody Is to
have a Jjob that doesn't seem llke
work. You bave to be awfully lucky
to be in a sltuation that you can do
what you want."

Fieger also finds that the means of
his success consist, In part, of acting

tralning he got at the Unlversity of * -

Mlchigan. “It allows me to think on
my feet,”" he sald. “You have to bave
a sense of theatrics to malntain In-

not present Tucsday when the jury

terest. (But) the idea that I could
decelve (a jury) s just not true. Any-
body who thinks It works llke that
knows nothing about the law.”

While love of moncy motivates
many people to become attorneys,
Fieger says that, Ironically, his auc-
cesy {and thercfore his wealth) was
made because he didn’t seck finan-
cfal largess in law.

“I really don't think about the
moncy,” he sald. “I never really
cared about money, (The job) s all-
consuming to me. It was never im-
pertant that I made money at 1t.”

PERHAPS FIEGER CAN fInd the
roots of his abillty in the family tree.
Growing up in Oak Park, he was ex-
posed to law through his father Ber-
nard, an attorney who had an ofilce
in San'hﬂc]d that Fieger jolned In
1979,

Surprisingly, or, maybe to be ¢x-
pected, Fleger's siblings have also
found prominence in lifc. Brother
Doug Is lead slnger of The Knack, a
rock ‘n’ roll band famous for the
song "My Sharona,” circa 1980. Sis-
ter Beth writes lrlcvlslon scripts in
Hollywood.

But Ficger's duire {for passive en-

Conflitti found guilty in poisoning case

actor who had performed in front of

came back after g five
houra.
He was pmcnl, however, for

large He d that
Heffernan was not drugged. Or, he
theorlzed, someone else drugged the

tertalnment is ncoessarily limited by
his vocation/avocation. Although he
admits to a predllection for football
and boxing, "kicklng my opponents
In the ass is my hobby."

Speaking of football, Fieger's new-
found celebrity, to Kevorki-
an, has dcralltd his lblllly tohave a
meal in peace. Sunday he was at the
Stage Deli with Kevorkian, watching
the Detrolt Lions game whes “two
news media saw (us) and sl
harassing us and we had to go. It's
gotten to that polnt where almost I
can't go out. It can't go on, It's get-
ting a littls crazy.”

However, Fleger will accept the
notorlety as the price of success. As
one of Michigan's premler medical
malpractice attorneys, custodian of
a landmark case where Kevorkian is
concerned, the owner of aix Jake-
front houses in Oakland County and
two Caribbcan homes, the case
Fleger makes for his competence bs
compelling.

“I'm not a risk-taker. I don't gam-

“ ble. I never bought a lottery ticket In

my llfe. I don't bet on the horse rac-

es. The only thing I bel on in my en-
tire life is my own talent.”

“garbage.”
He sald the technique used to de-
. fend Conflltti was “to throw a bunch

of stuff agaipsi_the_wall_and_hope_-_

Monday’s closing arguments;

‘There, defense attorney Schroeder
reminded the jury of six men and six
women, that “No one saw (hat pill

p." outlined six rea-
sons uhy be believed Conflittl was
Innocent

He quuuoncﬂ the integrity of the
witnesses. He called the teacher an

colice,

He told the Jury that it was the
most Important day in Linda's lfe
and her case was In their hands. He
Inslisted that the prosecution had not
proven beyond reasonable doubt that
Linda did It.

In his clesing arguments prosecu-
tor Secontine called the defense

somethlng sticks.”

“She 1s a llar,” Secontlne sald of
Conflittl, "She manlpulates words.”

“I ask you to apply the law equal-
ly, objectively without sympathy,”
be demanded of the jury. “And apply
your common sense. If you do, in this
case, justice and a conviction for
polsoning Ls one and the same.”
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