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of Us Supreme Court Justice Clar-
ence Thomas Is the clearest reason
yet to abandon the (wo major pollti-
cal parties, Libertartan Party Vice
Presldential condldate Nancy Lord
said,

“I think the people finally got a
chance to sec Congress In actlon and
they were revulsed,” said Lord dur-
Ing a campaign stop last week 'at the
Unlversity of Michigan-Dearborn.
“'People are beginnlng (o sce that It's
the people in power who are the
problem.”

Lord Is a llcensed, though non-
practleing, docter and an attorney In
practlce in Washington, D.C. She was
recently her party's candldate for
mayor in that elty.

THAT DUALITY — doctor and at-
torney, conservatlve and liberal —
bath Lord's
and that of her party.
Stauchly pro-choice, Lord nene-
theless lists herself as a Thomas sup-

porter.

“It's shameful what they did to
that man,” she sald. “The real rea-
son the liberals feared Clarence
Thomas was because they were
afrald he was going to do what Su-
preme Court Justices should have
been dolng all along — declare cer-

life Into which Congress
couldn't intrude and they were
afraid of that.”" .

Lord, a former member of the Na-
tional Organizatlon for Women, sald
she wasn't afrald Thomas would cast
the deciding vote fn overturning
abortlon rights.

“If we lose at the Supreme Court,
we'll win at the batlot box,"” she sald.
“Acutally, I don’t believe the public
is as far apart on the fssue as our
leaders would have us believe. I
don't think there are many pro-
choice people who would favor abaor-
tions In the third tri-mester. And 1
don't think there are (oo many pro-
life people who would outlaw abor-
tlon under all circumstances.”

Barely a blip on the clectoral
chnrt in 1988, the party's 1992 goal Is

"ﬂca!hucally, we're looking at
taking 1 percent of the vote this
1lme," Lord sald. “If we do that we
feel we'll send a message to Wash-
ington."”

There were only six people in at-
tendance for her talk at UM-D, a
turnout 300 to 1,000 times less than
Dan Quayle would have drawn for a
similar visit.

But Lord, was both direct and en-
thusiastle durlng a give-and-take
question with her tiny audlence. Au-
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* dience it seemed, were
equally enthuslasttc about her.

“I.think she's great,” sajid UM.D
student Mark Fleming of Wesiland,
“I've been followlng her since the
conventlon (in September), I know
she’s a lot better than Dan Quayle.”

What does Lord think of Quayle,
the man whose job she seeks?

“Wel, I'd Iove to debate him,” she
said with alaugh,

On other issues, Lord would out-
law neither guns nor drugs and If
television netwarks want to show
adult-orlented fare, that's fine with

“Common sense has to prevall,”

she sald. “Televison networks aren't
going to put pornography In prime
time. They wouldn't get any ad-
vertlsers.”

Lord’s personal afflliatlons in-
clude membership In the Natlonal
Rlfle Assoclation, Natlona) Abortlon
Rights Actlon League and National
Taxpayers Union.

If anything, hers Is a political phi»
Tosophy built on an Issue-by-issue ba-
sis. !

“WHEN 1 was a NOW member, [
knew we stood for abortion rights,
but 1 didn’t know that also meant
buying in to gun control and high so-
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Libertarian hopeful decries Thomas heahngs

cial spending.”

While she favors reducing welfare,
Lord sald-that Michigan Gov. John
Engler’s approach may have gone
100 far,

“fdcally, you don't want to see
able-bodied people recelving wel-
fare, but it's better to wean them off
gradually than to just dump them.
‘One Idea I've been considering s to
cut welfare $1 for every $2 they earn
in the workforce.”

Libertarlans have been selling
thelr message of less government In-
volvement for more than a decade,
though to date there haven't been too
many takers.

~r

In 1988, the party’s national’ I.IM
ulted less than one-half of ope per-

ecnl of the total vote. Though:ifs
432,116 votes was Lhe third mept
cast for any party, Its ticket trallpd
such candldates as ex-Klansman
vid Duke, right to llfe candidate- Wu-
liam Marra, and long-ago DEM
ic Party contender Eugene McCag-
thy ln several states where. qu:
candidates also appeared on lhm
tot.

The party's 1992 Ucket is Iwadqq
by presidential nominee Andre Mag-;
rou, the Alaska state leglslator who )
remains the party's highest mnklgg'
elected official,
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