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Rich, poor districts take issue with voc ed bill

8y ¥im Richard
staff writer
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. Rep. Bill Keith's vocational ed bl
van into a crossiire-from rich and
poor school- districts Monday In hls
House Education Committee,
. “Isense a threat, a {ear of getting
Into this,” sald the veteran commit-
tee chair after Northville and
Romulus acheol officlals critlcized
the measure,
- Kelth, D-Garden City, and panel
members heard nearly three hours
of testimony Monday in Garden City
Hlgh'a auditorium. .
“It's frustrating,” agreed Rep.
Glenn Oxender, R-Sturgls, co-spon-
sor of Kelth’s House Bil 4168. “Busi-
ucss says high ‘school graduates

Keith's two-tiered
school system as “restrictive,” add-
Ing that federal courts have found
systems forcing students to choose
between vocational and academic
tracks at age 15 are “arbitrary and
unconstitutional.”

tralolng for only 15 percent.
She criticlzed

Davis sald the bill provides no

state funding of state-mandated pro-
grams, as required by the state con-
stitution — “flnancial oppression”
for out-of-formula districts Hke
Northville which get no state aid.
Replied Rep. James Kosteva, D-
Canton: “Some ol those Northville
students might be wasting thelr time
in an area (college) where they don't
beneflt. Forty percent (of college
dents) don't grad and 27 per-

aren't prepared. say busl-
ness should be more involved. The
school-to-work transitlon is not very
smooth (for graduates). We need to
integrate school and work.”

NORTHVILLE school board vice
presldent Glenna Davis sald 85 to 91
percent of local graduvates pursue
higher educatlon and are well-served

cent of graduates don’t work in the
Held they studled.”

But Rep. Lyn Bankes, R-Livonla,
came to Northvllle's defense. The
state glves no aid to out-ol-formula
dlistricts, has taken away their cate-
gorical ald, is forcing them to share
thelr local business property laxes,
has frozen property taxes — and
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now 1s prop to make them pay
for vocational training.

“There should be pllot programs
in In-formula districts so the out-of-
formula districts don't lose again,”
Bankes sald,

ROMULUS Supt. William Bedell
sees only 25 percent of his graduates
g0 to college but opposed Keith's bitl
for another reason.

*“1'don't think a local school dis-
trict should train 16- and 17-year-
olds for specific jobs,” Bedell aald.
“No one can tell us what the shop of
the 21st century ks golng to look like.

*Traditionally, the purpose (of
high schools) has not been to train
skills for [ndustry, Traditlonally, it
bas been to cducale functlonal
human befngs, not drill press opera-
tors.”

T8,

Bedell sald his problem !s to bring
kids from poor and slngle-parent
familles up to academic grade lev-
¢ls, not to traln them for Jobs, “For-
ty percent of our ninth graders fall
math,” he said, and 30 percent drop
out. Industrialists tell him, “Bill, just
glve us kids who can read, write, do
math and come to work on time, and
we'll do the rest.”

Bedell criticized the shortage of
school teachers and adminlstrators
on Kelth’s proposed state Carcer-
Technical Advisory Counctl.

Dr. Youssef Yomfoob, superin-
tendent of Willow Run schools, crill-

clzed Kelth's plan to start the voca-
tlonal track at age 15, “Age 15 is too
early to pick a specific occupation,”
he sald.

KEITH REPLIED, “Big business
would say, ‘you've got too many
damn educators.’

“We have a lot of Industry involve-
ment {in voeational training) on a
short-lerm basis, in pockets all over
the state, But it's a non-system. It'sa
non-system of excellent local sys-
- tems with no coordination.”

An educator who agreed with
Keith was David Otwell, o one-time
Plnckney farm boy and now prinel-
pal of a three-dlstrict career technl-
cal center in Ypsilantl.

In a blistering attack on the *gen-
eral” curriculum as opposed to col-
lege prep and vocationa), Otwell
said, *I didn’t want my son .and
daughter to be generally prepared
for generally nothing. They have to
have o focus — not be wandering
generalltles.”

Otwell sald he learned about
equipment by “muddling around” on
the form, but today’s kids lack that
opportunity. “We're serving 30-40
percent of (college-bound) kids very
well, but 60-70 percent are not
served very well.”

ALSO SUPPORTING Kelth's bil}
were;
Victor Fredriksen, a retlred Ford

maenvfacturing englneer from
Waterford: “The bill is very, very
important and well-founded because
it calls for cooperation between
schools and industry. It'a no use say-
ing we're going to equip schools, The
best equipment Is Ln the factory.”
Wilson Mudge, Natlonal Federa-
tlon of Independent Businesses,
Lansing: “Michigan must begin

treating vocational students equal to
college-bound students.” } .

Charles West, president of the
Taylor Federatlon of Teachers: “Ed-
ucation Is a state function. We're
looking to a mare state-oriented sys-
tem. But we have all these people
mﬂl‘ng around yelling loca) con-

Here's voc ed bill’s aims:

Here are the maln features of
House Bill 4165, an amendment to
the school code to restructure voca-
tional educatlon:

@ Students, alfier counseling and
tetlng, would choese between aca-
demle and career-technlcal pro-
grams after 10th grade. They could
transfer between programs.

® Businesses would provide stu-
denis on-the-fob tralning and ap-
prentlceships for the last two years
of high school. Half of a student's
;lr;w waould be in class, half on the
0D,

® A statewide advisory council
and smaller local counclls would de-
velop and oversee the vocational
programs, Four groups — business,
state offlcials, educalors and the
general publlc — would be repre-
sented equally on the state panel, It
would determine what skills are
needed In the market and set subject
standards.

® Students would be tested for
proficlency In basic subject arcas
before they could continue onto
grades 11-12. Those who flunk would
receive “alternative” educatlon with
individuallzed instructlon:

L(5

To...BUY,SELL, FIND
PLUG INTO O & E CLASSIFIEDS

NET GREAT SAVINGS
WitH THE BEST
CHECKING TraM INTOWN.

Rewtiag
CHCMNG

SITANDARD LMz
LAY

VIR oF Fise
OTHERAKE Y BANKS

Minmnun Balate Regquiterent

S o0

Ve Lot Non Maatamng Mimam

Lo AT

Per-Check tbaree

Federal Bank A~ the cha

el Yots geal wans

Just sk us how

© 1911 Standsed Toserat dark

Winat~ mite, we vlles many wass tocan lree dhs

SMavsnuin Annual bees

The et chechimg eam i st ent the Red Wags 1t Standand

1 hows o Regulat ¢ ek

it

MLt m it Yo

enpova low mmmem halance requeeamont and no cieckwegies

fees mocmattet how sy chochs voun site

T R LI TOGUITCTICNT == 50800 GRSV A er ot

The exprerienced Ssandand Fedenal team coners Jots o terziton

ETTRRE ARt

[IRTIR FEIRCIINIY

with us Reeale

Pont e
charecs Swaonto s

el i tow

Federal

Standard
Savings/fi

Federal Bank
inancil Services

1-800 6-43-9600

test sandand Pederal Cash

s and Induama plis

el ey

£ Weney Mathet Checninge

enany bedd

cessany dheching

best chechinge




