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In the first nine months of°1991,
Farmington Hills detectives bave
conducted 85 bad check investiga-
tions. In 1990, they lnvt:upled 1
complalats.

; “But for every one to us,
ueruqulu a nmber that aren’t re-

1“A-Tot of times there Is no crim!-
nal intent. It's an error o & pemms
checkbook accounting or perha
bm: has made a mlxhke." Nebu
sal

The pollce have & relatively new
policy that business owners and mer-
chants should follow If a bad check
complaint is to be filed with police.

But you, the business owner or
merchant, should know there's a dif-
ference between what's a civil or

matter.
1f ‘you just want your money frem
albounced ‘check that's a civil com-
plafit that can be handled with an
altorney or you can take It to small
clalms court. :

EXAMPLES OF bad check com-
plaints that must be resolved civilly

are checks issued to repay loans, pay
for rent, second party ubech,pnn-
dated checks or checks a

current date and the tender requests
the recipient to hold until a later
date, according to the police policy.

Also, any bad check that would
coastitute a criminal act becomes a
civil matter if ‘you accept any
amount of restitution.

If you get a bad check and you
want it pursued through the police,
you mmust obtain what's known 23 2
flve-day potice form. You must send
ltwl.hcched:pma by certified

"I! they (check passer) falls to re-
spond, that shows criminal Intent,”
Nebus sald.

1t you do not receive a response to
the five-day notice, you must fill out
another form called “Prosecutor's
Required Information for a Warrant
on Bad Check Cases."

This form must be submitted at
the same time you file a police re-
port about the bad check you hnve
recelved.

Your police report will be as-
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signed to the Flrml.nztou Hills de.
tective section where an Investigator
will contact the victim
owner or merchant) and conduct
necessary [ollow-up and prosecution.
But there's some things that you
must do to ensure that your com-
plaint can be prosecuted, Demanding
{dentlfication -~ two pleces to be ex-
act — is crucial when accepting a
check. .

THE PROSECUTOR'S office
won't meet with police on a bad
check complaint unless two pieces of
Identification have been shown,
Nebus sald.

The two pleces of identification
are geoerally a delver’s license asi 3
credit card. “Merchants can Jegally
ask for a credit card,” Nebus sald.

But a customer 1s not required to
show a credit card — or a license for
that matter. “No citizen bas to show
anything. It's almply up to you and
up to a mi t whether he wants
to ampl your check (wuhoul ident}-
flcation),” Nebus sal

Actually, bsvln; lvm pleces of
idestlfication protect the merchant
and the pollce in 2 bad check com-
plalnt. “If the business or the police
are sued, we and the buslness would
have to show we made a diligent at-
umpt to [dentify someone,” Nebus

d. “There’s civil llabllity on the
»art of the merchant and the pollce
— for Issuing a warrant in the wrong
name, for example.”
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Once a business owner or mer-
chant beglns the ¢crimlnal complaint
agalnst someone passing bad checks,
bey are required to stick llu-w;h
the process. “They huvc to be serious
lbaul 1t,” Nebus said, !

Once the criminal comphl.nt has

and mer-

without cop-
tacting police or the prosecutor first.
uslnmsa cannot ‘use the pro-
secutor or police asa collection
agcocy | Nebusul , ¢
‘That means business owners and
merchants zhould not expect to be-
gin a criminal complalnt and drop
out of It once the check passer
agrees (0 repay money. -
Penalties for bad checks are no
Joke. Conviction of forging checks
that are not your own carries a felo-

closed account ks a two-year felony.

Intentionally writlng a check on
an account with insufticient funds
can carry penalties of anywhere to
90 days (a misdemeanor) in jall to a
felony with a prison sentence, de-
pending on the amount the check Is
wrilten for and the frequency the
checks are bounced.

Any business owners or merchants
who have questions about the police
department's bad cheek policy may
cal) the deteciive bureay from 8:30
a.m. {0 4:30 p.m. Monday Friday at
473-8660.
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police/fire calls .j

Listed below are some of the
Farmington-area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past weck:
® ARMED ROBBERY

A d-yearold man who has
stayed at the Bahamas Motel,
238051 Grand River, was robbed of
about $700 during an epcounter
with a call gir), whom he hired
from an escort service Sunday, ac-
cordlng to a Farmington Hills po-
lice report.

The woman arrived at the man's
room after 7 p.m. After sexual re-
latlons, the woman asked 1o see the
man's identification. She thea went
to an outside payphone to make a

At about 8 p.m,, another unlden-
tifled man — whom the vicim as-

" | sumed was the woman's boyfriend

or plmp — arrived at the room.
The robbery victim and the woman
agaln had sexual relations while
the man remalped In the room.

The unidentified man then pulled
out a gun, pointed it at him and
sald, “give me your cash.” When
the man dldn’t mave from the bed,
the woman told the man with the
gun that the wallet was in a dresser |
drawer.

‘The unidentifled man told the |*
woman to get dressed and both left. |-
‘The man ran to the outside and saw
the woman drive off In a car and
the man ran southbound through
the parking lot. The man chased
hlm untll he jumped a fence by o
nearby business. The man told po-
lice both he and the woman had
been drinking that evenlng.
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