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ERE'S TO the losers . . . to those who
still believe.

That line from an old Frank Sinatra

song always comes to mind as we con-

sider the recent city councll elections and some

good folks who weren't belting down the bubbly

or otherwlse whooping it up after all the votes

had been counted on the night of Nov. 5§ and the
.morning of Nov. 6. .

You're nothing but a bunck of losers, but we'd

like you to know that we enjoyed covering you
and your campaigns just the same.
. With several glaring exceptions {please read
on!), you conducted yoursell with dignity and re-
spect for your opponents and the political pro-
cess ltsell.

Yes, some campaigns did get a bit raunchy
:toward the end. Some silly, stupid things were
-said over the phone or mailed to voters, but

+would it be a typical city council election without
:them?
* Take heart, you losers. In many cases, we liked

*hope you'll try again. We hope to see your cam-
paign signs along the roads and in the yards be-
. fore some future election.

IN MANY CASES, we couldnt endorse you,
but it had nothing to do with your ideas, really. It
was just that your foes were belter organized,
more experienced, more knowledgable about the
communitics and thelr problems.

' That’s'the way it looks to us at this time, any-
way. Of course, we may be proved wrong in time.
©, Sometimes it happens that an eleclion shapes
up as’a battle between the good guys and the bad
guys.. Occasionally people run who delinitely
need to be kept oul of public office.

And they usually are kept out, pleased to say,
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! ECRECY IS THE handmaiden of susplcion
and deceit and the last thing this state
needs is another law which casts a doubt-
i ful cye on the established order.

But the passage of some misguided, albeit
twell-intentioned, legistation sponsored by State
‘;Sen. Joanne Emmons, R-Big Rapids, would do
=just that.

At present, the medical establishment is wag-
‘ing one of the largest lobbying campaigns ever to
rdefeat a series of bills which, if passed, would do
leverything from cap “pain and sufferin
sawards, to scale down aitorncy's fees in high-
raward cases to “streamline” discipline proce-
+dures for health care professionals,

¢ While capping jury awards gets the most pub-
«licity, health care consumers should be just as
jeoncernced with the debate over keeping hidden
the disciplinary hearings which revolve around
;health care officials.

: IF PASSED into law, Emmons’ bills would
sblur the publics’ vision in observing how its
‘health care communily performs.

. State Sen. John Kelly, D-Grosse Pointe, put it
Tbest when he charged that sessions conducted
sunder the proposed law would be like “Star
‘Chambers, meeting in secret, dominated by the
: professionals they're supposed to regulate.”

.. Proponents of the legislation argue that scere-
ley is justified since lawyers already have like
. protection. But that thinking, to say the least, is
! faulty.

. In teuth, instead of closing more doors on the
:‘public, our stale legislators should be fighting to
+open more doors. Perhaps lawyers' privilege to

HE NINTH AND Tenth Amendmenls
. were adopted in part to satisfy the Anti-
Federalist fcars of a strong national
i government. More than any other con-
+ stitution provision, they raise the question of the
) nature of the Federal Union, the centerpicce of
. constitutional debate preceding the Civil War.
As the young republlc wrestled for decades
¢ with conlflicting sectional interests, the debate
; produced very different views articulated by two
» senatorial giants of the era.
R the vice presidency in 1832 to
7 champton the cause of states' rights in the Sen-
» ate, John C. Cathoun of South Carolina argued
7 that a state retained with its orlginal sovereignty
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your ideas and the way you presented them. We *

Defeat bills

Amendments soothe fears of
strong federal government

Ah, elections!

Council races were fun
despite stupidity at the end

because of our enlightened electorate.

But in the Farmington and Farmington Hills
council races, all the political cowpokes seemed
to be wearlng white hals, .or maybe ones
smudged with just a \lttle dirt.

We hope the losers raise some money, develop
some people skills and try again, The next elec-
tion will be here before you know It,

NGW, ABOUT those “glaring exceptions™ to
the generally clean campalgns:

® Last weckend, someone dropped a few
posteards in the mall hinting that a vote for
Joanne Smith, former incumbent, would be a
vote for low-lncome housing in the community
because of a council vote she'd cast in the late
18705, We'd like to believe that our voters are far
too savvy to fall for this kind of scare tactic.

# And what about that rumor that a Hills in-
cumbent and his family had received phone calls
thr a sexual suit if he didn't
support certaln candidates? We guess that falls
into the “super silly” category,

® As long as we're talking about silly stuff,
they held another mock student election in the
Farmington public high schools and once agaln
refused to announce the winners until afler the
real election, The candidates, we were told, were
afrald that the parents would be swayed by how
their kids voted, And once again Mercy High, the
all-girl Catholic school, wasn't included in the
mock election, Mercy was still In Farmington
Hills the last time we checked.

® There was a man, we were told, calilng
Farmington-area residents over the weekend,
ctaiming to be conducting a voter survey for the
QObserver. Yes, of course he was a fraud.

Anyone out there care to own up to this silli-
ness and stupidity? No? We thought ngl.

‘Hold doctors up to scrutiny

this kind of hidden session should somehow be
rescinded.

After all, lawyers aren't cxactly held in the
highest of esteem in the nation. A Ilitlle more
openness on their part would instill more confi-
dence in the general public.

Shot in the arm

A package of 26 bllls now in the state Legis-
tature threatlene to keep the public scrutiny

of the medical communlty behind closed

doors. For an cdltorai on the subject, see the
lower {eft hand column on this page.

Changes could reduce
malpractice lawsuits

1 RAN INTO him at a cocktall
party In Blrmingham. Well-cut sult,
if a little bold tn the pattern. Hermes
Ue, that special shade of bright red,
Silk shirt — the whole nine yards.

“You must be a lawyer,"” I sajd,

“Yup." He stood a little taller.

"What sort?"

“I'm a member of the plalntiff's
bar." Talter still,

"Does your wife know what you do
for a lvlng?"

Brutal tactics, but necessary.

Plaintiff's bar lawyers — the ones
who sue doctors for malpractice or
small alrplane manufacturers for
product defects — are the most visl-
ble part of the legal system that M-
chiganians love to hate.

THE EXTENT of hatred was re-
vealed recently when Bl Bal
lenger's newsletter, Tnside Michigan
Politics, ran results of a statewide
pol) of Michlgan voters,

“With 5 percert of the world's
population, Amerlca just doesa't
need 70 percent of the world's law-
yers.” Total agreed: 73 percent. To-
tal disagreed: 20 percent.

““The high cost of lawsults is mak-
ing Amerlea less competitlve in the
world economy.” Total agreed: 72
percent. Total disagreed: 20 percent.

“We should change the lcgal sys.
tem so that the parly that loses a
lawsult has to pay for the legal ex-
penses of the winner of the lawsuit."
Total agreed: 50 percent. Total
disagreed: 39 percent.

It’s thls last proposal, made most
notably by Vice' President Dan
Quayle, that makes lawyers like my
Birmingham friend foam at the
mouth.

IT'S EASY to sce why,

Under present rutes In’ Michigan,
you can go to a lawyer and suc
somebody for any purpose, no mat-.
ter how frivolous, with no real cost
to you. You hire the lawyer “on con-
tingency,” which In Michigan means
you agree to pay him or her one.
third of the net sum recovered If you
win the suit.

1f you lose, you pay nothing. But
the guy you sucd — the doctor or the
airplane manufacturer — has (o hire
a lawyer to defend himsell, and that
costs money. Last year natlonwlde,
plaintiffs and defendants paid out
$22 billlon In attorneys’ fecs.

Making the loser pay erects a dl-
sincentive against silly or groundless
or merely trouble-making lawsuits.
Judging from the experience of
other countries — most of the rest of
the world — adopting the so-called
“English rule” would sharply reduce
the number of lawsuits.

Which makes members of the
plalntiff's bar very, very nervous.
After all, they arc making a very,
very good llving off the rest of us.
Fewer lawsulls, reduced income,
they argue with cemmendable sclf-
interest,

But what about the poor people
whose access to Justice would be

"chilled” by a loser-pay rule? Try
the German system, where a speclal
panel reviews lawsuits by poor peo-
ple and walves the rule if the case .
has merit.

WHY IS ALL this relevant Just
now? A big package of legislation
dealing with “tort reform” — Incud-
ing setting-an tnverse sllding scale
for contlngency fees — s under dev
bate in the Legislature.

Some House members are think-
ing of amending the package by add-
ing the English rule 1o tort reform. 1
think it's a great idea.

Will it pass? I doubt it. Here's
why:

My Birmingham friend's tobbying
group Is called the Michlgan Trial
Lawyers Association. One state rep-
rescntative who Is thinking of intro-
ducing the loser-pay rule informs me
that the trial lawyers have so much
money, “they even give contribu-
tions to people like me.™

Phil Power is chairman of the
company that owns this newspa-
per. His awardavinning columan
will appear periodicaliy

—

THE LEGISLATION under iderati
would close off settlement conferences in the
Department of Licensing and Regulation and
close records of investigations and review con-
ferences. Only the fact of an allegation would be
a public record,

While the final vote will be recorded, the pub-
lic won't know the allegations, won't know what
the investigators found, won't know what the
hearing officer found. Another bill would allow
boards o change the findings of fact and law of a
hearing without new evidence.

Certainly, professional embarrassment is an
onus under which no one cares to live. But the
publics” need to know all the facts behind a phy-
sician’s performance certainly outweighs the
medical community's desire to avoid a few red-
faces. : i

For generations physicians have lived as a
privileged class in America, receiving the high-
est of wages, enjoying the best of amenities this
country has to offer. Many will tell you they have
worked hard in this life-saving profession and
have earned the privileges.

But with privilege derived from such critical
work comes certain duties and obligations above
and beyond those who labor in lesser ficlds.
Standing up to full public scrutiny is one of those
duties.
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ANNIVENSATY

Billof Rights

from our readers

Her opinion
on smoking

To the editor:

Re: Senlor Smoking at Mercy Cen-
ter. Many of the senlors whe attend
ths facility told me that they can't
write anymore. Therefore, I declded
to lodge our complaints with city
management and council members.

For the past twa years I have at-
tended the Senior Center and enjoy-
cd sacializing and having lunch with
my fricnds. Abruptly, ene day In Oc-
tober, they had installed new rules
about smoking. The designated
smoking arca was banned under the
guise it is being harmful to others.

The alternailve “closet space™ for
stokers, approximately 200 fcet
down the corridor, is difficult for
some persons, Some chalrs were sta-
tloned In the hall for them to rest.

A thermos with two cups of coffce
indicated how few center officials
expected to use the area. Once emp-
ty, you must call someone or take
the long trek to the maln part of the
cenler.

No clock 10 tell the time when

lunch numbers wlll be called. No
excepl to crark a window

the authority to overrule federal action it consid.
ered unconstitutional.

Calhoun believed in the fundamental guaran-
tee of liberty more than the Union itself, even if
it meant secession.

He was answered by the dynamic Danicl Web-
ster of New Hampshire who said the Constitution
embodied the sovereignty of the American peo-
ple as a whole in a transcendent and perpetual
union.

Born in the same year {1782), neither Calhoun
nor Webster lived to see the resolution of this
conflict in the Civil War both hoped to avoid.

and then the cold air makes It too
uncomfartable.

Singularly, a person could have a
stroke or a heart attack and not be
discovered in time te help.

Steve Barnaby manayging edilor

Dick Isham general manager

Judith Doner Berne assislani managing edilor

The smoking habit was touted by
advertisers and the government due
ing my salad ycars. Now we arc a
menace.

Apparently, they believe the
change In smoking policy will in-
crease attendance.

The Mercy Center Is a vlable re-
source. I endorse all of the activities
and feel my share of the tax dollar 10
be well spent.

Helen Motriuk,
Farmington Hllis

Let’s vote on
recycling fee

To the editor:

Although 1 am in favor of recy-
cling, it Is my oplnlon that no fees
shoutd be paid until the people vole
on the issuc.

I3 it 50 difficult for our city coun.
¢l and attorney to admil their er-
ror? Many of us are concerned about

what other “mandatory" fecs might '

be charged on the future If this onc is.
allowed without a vote.

Odette T. lenige,
Farmlagton Hills

—— @bseruer & Eccentric Newspapers ——

Suturban Commumnications Cotp. -
Philip Power chinrman of the board
Richard Aginian prosdent

Mark Lewis director of advertising
Fred Wright ducctor of circutation

NOW should
be mentioned

To the editor:

Thanks for your fine articte (Oct.
31} about my NOW sister, Janet
Good of Farmington Hills, on her (n-
duction into the Michlgan Women's
Hall of Fame in Lansing.

1 was disappointed that Janct's
longtime activism in the National
Organization for Women was not
mentloned, She was one of the early
members of Detroit NOW In the late
‘60s, a board member of Michigan
NOW In the carly *70s as well as a
{founding mcmber of Oakland County
NOw.

Michigan NOW members are ex-
tremely proud that three out of the
five contemporary inductees Into the
Michigan Women's Hall of Fame are
NOW members: Janet Good for her
ciforts to climinate sexual harass
meat from the workplace; Jan Ben-
Dot of Ann Arbor NOW for her work
on behall of battered women; Jo
Jacobs of Kalamazoo NOW for her
u"ork ©on sex equity for girls in educa.
tion.

Marian McCrackes,
Farmlngton
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