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staft writer

The Redford Catholle Central
football team has had to accelerate
its practlce schedule this week to get
ready for yet another speedy oppo-

nent,

CC,originally scheduled to face
rugged, yet not-so-fast Dearborn
Fordson in Saturday's Class AA flrst
round playeff game, found out other-
wlise Tuesday night.

The new opponent s cal-quick
Pontlac Ceatral, which backed into
the playoffs after it was confirmed
Detrojt Mumford used an ineligible
player and had to forfelt Its last
game and drop out of the playoff plc-
ture.

While the opponent has changed,
the site and time have not.

CC {8-1 averall), No. 1 rated in Re-
glon II1, will play No. 4 Pontiac Cen-
tral (7-2 overall) at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day at Pontiac's Wisner Stadium.

Fordson, originally rated No. 4 in
Regfon 111 moves up to the third spot
vacated by Mum{ford and plays No. 2
Detroit Henry Ford.

As of Tucsday night, CC coach
Tom Mach didn't have a clue about
Pontlac Central, having spent the
first two days of the week worrying
about Fordson. CC and Pontiac Cen-
tral exchanged 1ilms Wednesday.

“I DON'T even know what color
they wear," Mach sald, “Today we
had a regular practice with the idea
we were playing Fordson, When we
got off the ficld I got a call saying
we might be playlng Pontlac Cen-
trat. It should be interesting, any-
way. We'll have to pull out our man-

Harrison focuses on

Hawks send apology
to CC football squad

An open tetter to Cathollc Central:

This letter Is In regards to the events that occurred on Nov. 3 alter
your football game with DePorres. .

We would like to.apotoglze to all the players, coaches and fans for our
inappropriate and unacceptable behavior, At Harrison, we pride our-
selves on our sp and class, that we did not exhibit
on Nov. 3.

So wlith this we would once agaln like to apologlze and wish the foot-
ball team the best of luck In the state playoffs. .

Sincerely,
The Harrison football team

(Editor’s note: The above letter concerns an incident that oc-
curred Sunday night at the Silverdome following Redford Catholic
Central’s 16-15 loss to Detroit DePorres in the Catholic League
championship game. Members of the Observer sports staff wit-
nessed Farmington Hills Harrison players directing verbal taunts
at CC players as they left the field, Observer staff writer Steve
Kowalski referred to this in his subsequent story, which appeared
Monday in the Farminpton and Wayne County editions of the Ob-
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20 Redtord Thurston o
29 Taylor Truman [
27 Taylor Kennedy 7
16 Allen Park a9
33 Melvindale 22
42 Taylor Center 14
42 Dbrn. His. Annapolis 13
20 Dbrn. Hts. Robichaud 7
25 8-1-0 114
‘One factor that comes
into play is strength.
We're going to match
up pretly good, but
they have tremendous

strength. You can tell
they've been working
oul.’
— Floyd Carter
Crestwood football coach

server.)

to-man pass patterns agaln {to face a
quicker team)."

Junior tallback Louts Adams leads
Pontlac Central with 1,033 yards on
97 carries but the Chlefs blggest
threat Is senfor Khan Powell, who
won the Oakland County 100 meter
charhplonship with a time of 105
seconds. Khan, a former flanker who-
lines up In the Ceniral backlicld, has
more than 1,600 all-purpose yards
and scored 15 touchdowns.

Ponttac Central's offensive line

Continued trom Pago 1

rlson was anticipating a playoff re-
match with Mount Clemens Clinton-
dale and hadn't scouted the Charg-
ers. But the Dragons lost their last
game and dropped below Crestwood,
runner-up to Allen Park in the Tri-
River League.

“I'm still Xlnd of In shock,” Carter
sald. The Chargers needed three of
four Clintondale opponents ta lose
Saturday and it happened. “I didn't
know we were in uniil I got z eall
from John Herrington.

“It's an honor to make the
playoifs, and It's a great honor lo
draw Harrlson. We're golng to prac-
tlce hard, play the game and enjoy
it

‘The Chargers also have o stap
Granger, who has 1,181 yards and 25
touchdowns, He Is averaging 7%
yards per carry afier rushing for 183
yards and scoring five TDs in the

J _ season finale agninst Toledo Central

Catholic.

“Reynolds plays safety sa lt'llbe a
good race if Roy gets loose in thelr
secondary,” Herrington said.

HARRISON IS a good passing
team, too. Andy Fitzpatrick has
thrown for more than 1,000 yards
and 14 touchdowrs.

“1 think we've played some pretly
good defense,” Carter sald. “Robl-
chand had scored a lot of points, but
they had the ball first-and-goal at
the 2 and didn't score. It's golng to
be tough agalnst Harrison because
they do so many things wetl,”
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averages about 237 pounds, which ls
comparable to CC's, but the Chicfs
will boast the biggest player, Xavler
Bond {6-3%, 275) on the field.

Central doesn't pass often, but last
Soturday quarterback Fauquwa
completed elght-of-nine passes In a
40-20° win over Pontlac Northern.
The Chlefs faced some hard luck last
year, faillng to make the AA playo!fs
desplte an 8-1 record, so coach Irv
Speaks sald he's not ashamed of
“backing [n" this Ume.

stopping

Crestwood runs from the wing-T
offense and frequently pulls its
guards, using them llke fullbacks,
Carter said. Bul he doesn't expect
Reynolds to run through the Harrl-
son defense, which has allowed only
53 points, like he has some others.

. “We're going to have (o execute
and our kids are golng to have to
block better than. they have all
year,” Carter said. “Thelr kids {lnd
the ball real well and close the hole."

Quarterback Denny Kaczmarczyk
{6-2, 185) has completed 28 of 51
passes for 550 yards and nine TDs.
The top recclver Is Bryant Mar-
kowlez (67, 190}, who has 10 recep-
tlons for 264 yards and five TDs,

The Chargers occasionally glve
the ball to fullback Jim Bates (6-2,
230), He has 538 yards and four TDs
on 86 attempts.

£] More football, Page 68

--WE DIDN'T throw the ball a lot,
but when teams zeroed in on Chuck
we were able 1o run actlon and
throw It," Carter sald. “(Bates) Is a
load and he runs up in there hard.
We'd break it Inslde when they
thought we're going to run Chuck
around the corner.”

Harrison opponents have never
failed to mentlon the slze of the
Hawks, but they might have met
thelr match [n Crestwood.

Carter believes tight end Mark

ks get new playoff foe

Pontiac Central cutscored oppo-
nents, 223-91, and Its only two losses
have come by a comblned five
points. Pontlac Central plays in the
Saglnaw Valley League, which quali-
fled four teams for post-scason play.

“WE PRETTY much hung up our
stuff and thought we were out of i,
but now we've got lo get our unl
forms out again,” Speaks sald Tues-
day night. “You've got to figure God
is on our slde, to have luck and get In
thls way. If He's golng to let us in the
back door, you have to figure we've
got Him riding on our shoulder, so
we may as well toke the whole
thing.”

Of course, that’s casier sald than
<done with an opponent like CC.

CC's 16-game winning streak end-
ed Sunday with a 16-15 loss to De-
troit St. Martin DePorres In the
Catholle League but

‘Raiders return |

to grid playoffs

Continued from Page 1

Ypsitantl ks in the playolfs for
the third time 'in six years. The
Hraves lost to Redford Catholle
Central in Class AA last year and
were beaten by Westland John
Glenn in 1936,

THE BRAVES graduated every-
one on defense and nine of 11 offen-
sive starters, but they have won
thelr last six games after starting
12,
“It was a matter of maturing,
getting people in the right places
and growlng up a little bit,” Ypsi-
lantl coach Bill Kohn sald. “At the
beglnning of the year, we weren't

fullback/defensive llneman Dan
Gusoff sald the Shamrocks are more
determined than ever.

“I think we're set for the
playolfs,” sald Gusoff, who is second
on the team with 338 yards on 97

carrles and seven touchdowns. “We .

had practice today and everythlng is
back to normal, I think we'll wln the
state championshlp again, there's no
doubt in my mind. The coaches know
it, the players know It, we've just got
todolit.”

CC's outscored opponents, 222-54,
and its offense is led by tatiback Jeff

Tibaldl, who leads with ‘clght TDs "

and gained 895 yards (5.2 average).

Lincbackers  Jo¢ Herman and
Gary Stegall have 83 and 78 tackles,
respectlvely, and Joe Lopez leads
the team with six sacks.

Reynolds

Stefanovskl (6-6, 295) Is a Division 1
prospect, and the tackles are George
Spanopaulos (6-1, 250) and Steve Na-
polltano (6-1, 238). The center s Pete
Spanopoulos (6-1, 210), the guards
Davld Crispin {6-1, 210) and Alex
Horvath (5-3, 150). Crispln i also an
Inside llncbacker and the leading
tackler. .

“One factor that comes into play
is strength” Carler sald, adding
there are no football or welght Lrain-
ing classes at Crestwood. “We're
golng o match up pretty good, but
they have tremendous strength. You
can tell they've been working out.”

A drawback for the Chargers is
the tact most of their players stay on
the ficld. They use 13 and have only
24,

"We've been very fortunate we ha-
ven't had anyone get hurt (o the
point he could not play,” Carier sald.

Harrison senjors Dan Hight (col-

“"Jarbone)-and Greg Piscopink (knee-

ligaments) are not ready to return
yet. Hight practiced Monday without
any contact. Piscoplnk was to be fit-
ted for a brace this weck and Is
starting 10 run.

"We've done pretty well without
them, but it would add a tremendous
dimension to our team,” Herringlon
said. “Having Hight out there boost-
ed everyone in practice. He's such a
firey competitor.”

ty but that
came with maturity."

The Braves are a running team
llke North, but they operate from
the wing-T Instead of the I-forma-
lon, emphasizing the fullback as
opposed to the Lailback In most of-
fe

nses,
“We're a little more dlverse than
we have been,” Kohn zald. “We're
like North Farmington. We keep
the ball on the ground and eat up
the clock, but we're very capable
of passing the ball if the defense
makes It necessary.”

T petiant had a3 all-state back in___Thomas_doubles_ax a defensive |-

Wardell Davis now at Eastern
Michigan, but 200-pound Bryant
Hargrow has done well as his re-
placement, rushing for 00 yards in
seven games.

“He's the guy you gotta stop, and
we have every ntentlon of doing
that," O’Leary sald. “He's not gofng
to run away [rom people. He's
golog to run over you."

HARGROW HASN'T played the
last two weeks because of an ankle
injury, but sophomore Trevor Hey-
ward (6-1, 175) took his place last
week and rushed 38 times for 242
yards and two touchdowns in his
first varsity start. .

. “We're gearing for a fullback,”
O'Leary said. “It makes no differ-
ence who Is -there, because both
klds are good athletes. Unless they
change their offenslve philosophy,
they’re golng to glve It to the full-
back.”

Todd Anderson has gained 1,087
yards and scored 10 touchdowns on
160 carries for North. Fullback Jon
Sturtz has rushed for 238 yards and
caught 11 passes for 222,

Senior quarterback Mark Tem-
ple has thrown for 696 yards and 11
touchdowns, and his top recelvers
are Mike Jehle (8-192-5) and Brian
Lee (15-348-2).

Ypsilantl senior quarterback
Darell Brooks {6-1, 200) "can throw

the ball a long way and Is a headsy
player,” according to Kohn. Senlor
Dayrell Willlams (5-11, 185) i3 the
halfback, and the top receivers are
senlors Marvin Wllson (8-2, 180}
and Devaughn Smith (5-10, 155).
The Braves have an all-junlor of-
fenslve line with the exception of
guard Carter Vaughn (6-0, 190} and
tight end James Thomas (6-0, 210).
The tackles are Jay Holland (6-0,
26$) and Eric Hummell {6-1, 240).

“WE'RE NOT unaccustomed to
facing blg people,” O'Leary said.
“Qulekness s important, too, and 1
think that's where our strength s,
Our down people get of the ball
quickly. You can‘t block them If
you ean't catch them.”

Kohn sald the -Ralders might
have the besit defense they will
face, but the Bravea are quick and
aggressive on defense, too. Ypsi-
lanti uses a multiple-50 front.

“We llke to move around, and I

think we move (o the ball very
well," Kohn sald. "The fact we run |,
to the ball i a team strength.” )
Noscguard Kip Johnson (5-8, 175)
Is an exceptionally qulek athlete,
O'Leary sald. One of the most Im-
pressive defenders is Junlor tackle
Richard Bertrand (6-3, 260).

tackle, 2nd Vaughn also plays line-
backer, Hasun Patterson (5-10, 160} |
is the leader in the secondary. N

Linebacker Mike Hamll is
North's Jeading tackler, and tackle |
Vern Ratliff (5-10, 225) leads the
team n sacks and tackles for loss- |-
s,

“(Raullffy Is solid as a rock,”
O’Leary sald. "You just don't knock
him off the ball.”

Both teams have excellent kick-
ers. North's Adam Chalmers and
Ypsllanti's Chuck Fuller have
made five ficld goals apiece, rang-
ing from the mid 20s 10 more than
40 yards. Fuller kicked 2 42-yarder
with 12 seconds left to beat Adrian
and turn Ypsilanli's scason around,
according to Kohn.

O’Meara reigns
in grid contest

The Observer football prediction
contest ended wilh Dan Q'Meara
winning for the fourlh time m tive
years.

O’'Meara was 9-4 last week and
fellow sports edéor Drad Emons 8-
5. The linal tally for O'teara was
100-31, lor Emons 94-37.
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