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‘Arsenic
Performances of the the Ridge-

production of “Ar-
ce” comntinue

oh Nov. 17 ot the playhouse,
X, Long Lake Road in Troy.
Sg ficket information coll 644-

‘feéiding to do an old chestnut like
Jdieph Kesselring's “Arsenle and
Old Lace,” is risky business, but The
Ridgedale Players llke -to take
cliinces, Under Mark §. Carley and
Lyp Rubln’s direction, the troupe,
noff in its 60th season, does more
{’get away with It. The produc-
tion'Is a faithfu) rendition of a sur-
prisingly durable script. The cast
and crew caplure the spirit of Brook-
1yn in its genteel heyday (1940), and
manage to use the flne shadings ln
the dlzlogue to glve us a wry, clever
portrait of an ecceatric class.

TOM D. Colfey nearly steals the
show In the' wounderful role of
Jooatban Brewster, Lhe nephew who
returns to compete with his aunts
'ov}'e‘;lf"bow many murders they can

get3way with. Coffey not only looks

Performances of the Smith
Theatre production of “The
Matchmaker” continue through
Nowi:« 16 on the Oakland Commu-
nity College Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus, 27055 Orchard Lake Road in
Farmington Hills, For ticket in-
Jormation call 471.7700 or 471-
7667.

In the age-old battle of the sexes,
men-oaly think they're smarter than
womén, says the Thornton Wilder
cofélly “The Matchmaker.” As cur-
reittly presented by the Smith The-
atrebGulld at.Oakland Community
College's Orchard Ridge campus, the
plky dchieves only mixed success.

[

The farcia! mix-ups of the second
actyrork reasonahble well, but many
of: Wilder's rich witticlsms are given
throw-away deliverics. While a few
of the principals are fine, numerous

actors in
roles are as flat as the show's barely
existent sels.

[

HE MATCHMAKER"” is betler
kyown in Its musical form, “Hello,
Dollyl,” and the plots are nearly
identical. The title character Is Dally
Levi (Michelle Howle), an emineotly

Lace’ amusing

and Old

Helen
Zucker

like Boris Karloff — his hands bang
down past his sleeves in a strangler’s
{tchy cur] — but he talks in an edo-
cated, lethal drawl that is very el-
fective. He's both alarming and
amusing as he draws his brows to-
gether and turns his scarred cheek
toward us while he gets the drapery
cords to bind his hrother,

Stuart Pinsky ls equally funny as
Dr. Elnstein, the Peter Lorre sad-
sack who has glven Jonathan' “his
mistake” of. a face. Pinskys (“1
schlipped") accent is an unaccount-
able cross between German, English,
and soft, drunken slurring. A reluc-
tant surgeon, criminal, sidekick, Pin-
sky glves us a character who is re-
luctant to do anything but bolt out of
the house when he finally gets his un-
ltkely chance.

The fun of “Arsenic and old
Lacee™ lies in the fact that everyone
in 1t s In an unlikely character, yet
we ‘are totally immersed in thelr
dolngs from the moment we see Ka-
tharyn L. Jensen as Abby Brewster
serving tea to the Rev. Dr. Harper,
while she patlently walts to bury
“the gentleman in the window seat.”
Jensen's tart voice serves her well.

Jerry Brader turns in an effective
eameo as Dr. Harper, a father who ls
concerned about his daughter dating
*a theatre critic.” Real concerns,
{such as Thom Griffin, playing mad
Teddy Brewster, who grins sweetly
as he yells “Charge!" and dashes up-
stalrs), never enter the Reverand's
head.

* WE ARE in the realm of Victorla-

. Michals

Barbara

practical widow who sets her cap for .
wealthy businessman Horace Van-
dergelder (Earl C. Brown) and
succeeds In making- him think the
match s eatirely his idea, Along the
way, she also patches up several
other affairs of the heart.

Howle s brimming over with Dol-
Iy's Irrepressible spunk, but her vo-
cal Intonatlons never seem to vary
one bit.

Brown is fairly convincing as the
crusty, light-listed, chauvinlstic
Vandergelder who mistreats  his
clerks, bullies his niece, and gener-
ally growls at everyone, Addressing
the audlence with the self-assurance
of the very rich, Vandergelder pro-
clalms that "9 percent of the world
are fools, and the rest of us are in
great danger of contaglon.”

One nice touch from director Bill
Sharpe Is having each one of Lhe sev-
era) characters who directly address

Harp concert Nov. 10

Onlta Sanders performs a mosale
of music using two harps, her sopra-
no' volce and occasional electronic
devices when she performs in South-
fleld’a Concerts in the Garden serles
10:30 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 10, at the
Southfield Marriott Hotel,

“  Her varled repertoire includes
muslc from the barogue Lo the blues,

pop to fazz, classical to Broadway.
Tickeis are $7.50 and Includes re-
served seating and  continental
breakfast. Tickets are $4 for coffee
only.

Contincntal breakfast is served at
10 a.m. and the concert begins at
10:30 a.m. For Informatlon and res-
ervations, call 354-4717.

the audience step down from the
stage and walk among the viewers,
and the spotlight that keeps up well
with the actors.

June Wygant Is polsed, winsome,
and bubbly as Mrs. Molly, the young
widew who staris out ns Delly's
competltion, but instead becomes ro-
mantically involved with Vander-
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i, DETROIT
NiorSKI SHOW

LADBROKE DETROIT RACE COURSE (DRC)
1-96 at Middlebelt Road e Livonia, Michigan

November 15-17, 1991

J;f'/ The Detroit Ski Show brings the
/)~ world of skiing to your door
step. It’s vibrant with the
' » frosty feel for adventure
& and the spirit that belongs
to skiing alone!

PECIAL FEATURES PLANNED FOR ALL THREE DAYS!

#The Revolving Ski Deck & Trampoline Show brings the excitement of freestyle
#skiing indoors. Step in at the Super Sale for terrific deals on ski equipment,
Eclothing and accessories. Check out the Rollerblade Demo Area. Put those in-lines
Eon and try them oul! Pro Talks, hosted by professional ski instructors, cover a wide
rrange of skiing topics and the Equipment Center features leading manufacturers of
askis, boots, bindings and poles. Preview the season's latest fashions in the
:Mountain Highlights Fashion Review with styles from Descente, Head Sports
“Wear, CB Sports, Roffe/Demetre and Sport Obermeyer. And, don't forget to sign
up to WIN an exciting ski trip for two on American Airlines to VAIL!
h X

i

"
f‘Houn; Fri, 611 pm., Sat. Neon-10 p.m., Sun. Noon-6 p.m. Admission: $6 adults, $2 children (6-12)

Aa

na; the world of surface peace, or-
der, charity, and its underside of
darkness and horrific deeds. No one
embodles this dual mature better
than Edee Snook as Martha Brew-
ster, who lovesito mix elderberry
wine, sing hymns, and hold funeral
services In the celler. Ms, Snook's*
soft voice, her hablt, like Abby’s, of
calling everyone “Dear,” of llking to
“help” lonely, elderly gentlemen
captures the essence of the play. It's
fitting that Martha has the last

words.

Laura Weldner and Bruce Cornett
as Officer’s. Kleln and Brophy, those
kind-hearted Irish cops who are for-
ever dropping In to stop Teddy from
blowing his bugle and to check up on
the kindly sisters ace believable and
funny. So is Jack Abella as the long-
winded, playwright cop whose plot
outllne Is 50 boring it puts murderers

to sleep.

Susle Skiblekd Is sexy, felsty, and
Ioyal to the bone as Elaine, the Re-
verand’s daughter who plans to mar-
ry Mortilmer Brewster, no matier
what. Danlel Fuller, as Mortimer,
the only sane Brewster, rushes

gclder's chlef clerk, Corpelius
(Derek Cronk).

CRONK IS satisfactorily amusing
as the befuddled young clerk, who
along with his assistant Barnaby
(Nathan P. Smith), scts eut for & day
of adventure, and gets far more than
he bargained for. Smith has a real
comlc flair, with his delivery, facial

i

Jonathan Breweler puts a menacing hug on Aunt Abby and

about, carrylng much of the play as
he tries to screen the Brewster sis-
ter’s doings and do his job as o dra-
ma eritle, and carry on his on-agaln,
off-agaln affalr. Fuller is an energot-
{c actor. He breathes sanity onio this
original bouschold,

Gene Ewald [s flne as the hapless
Mr. Witherspoon,

Kudos to Sarah Conlon and the
crew who gathered the marvelous

expressions, and body English all
used to maximum effect.

Despite Gall Bohacek's very at-
tractive costumes, this production of
*“The Matchmaker” is badly lacking
in pollsh and style. Awkwardly cast-
ing two women Into minor male
roles only adds further to the show's
dlfficulties.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

W

[ PERSONAL APPEARAN

featuring !

FIRST SNOW

Canvas Transfer

Limited Edition 100 Worldside
$160 Unframed 14x18

Sunday, November 10th from 1 to 5 p.m.

CE by SANDRA KUCK

+ Original Qils

“» Original BlackAhite & Pastel
Sketches

+ Limited Edition Canvas
Transfers

" %54+ Limited Edition Colored &
BlackAvhite Graphics

+ Limited Edition Plates & Dolls
Fawrence Gallories
52226 Van Dyke
Shelby Twp., MI48316

254-1033
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_—
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JAZZ AROUND TOWN
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UDSON BAND
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Eric Brandon
Tuesduys & Wednesidays
(Ursuln appraes with Eric
every other werk)
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pasta salad, cacsae salad, potato
satad), fevit & cheese platrer, om

‘. e
jour. chicken, spinach and feta ¢

collee & teq, c1e, €I, vie

Children 6-10 $5.95, 5 & u

SRONNIES,
3 'ATION, Homemade
muffins, smoked whie fish, fresh bruin salad,

scafood, serambled egps, guiche

SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET
ADULTS *10.95

99
(1 1 ]

AN ROWLS,

saladl, cobdy
el

Al
eese pie,
du jour,

nder Free

’

Aunt Martha (Kitty Jensen and Edee Snook of Troy) in Ridge-
date Players production of “Arsenic and Old Lace.”

props. Jim West and Blll Hayeook
and thelr crews for the very real set,
and the cntire ensemble for pulling
off a feat.

Helen Zucker has many years”
experience reviewing for news-
papers and magazines in Michi-
gan, New York and Massachu-
setts.

The Matchmaker’ achieves only mixed success

Barbara Michals is a retired
Southficld English teacher. A the-
ater critic for the last 17 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly cotches up on all the
New York productions,
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