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W’E ‘24 years, uu:; gov-

& Teport cas
doudt on the, ubully of the boasing
industry to lead economy out of
recessioi.

the
; of, ﬂae country posted
dor ¢ ded.lm The report fol-

Jowed another last week showing
3ales of existing homes had fallen in
September for the third stralght
month,

‘The . departments of Commeﬂ:e
and Houslng and Urban Devi r
ment said sales of single-fs
homes nationally totaled a -euou!
ly adjusted annual rate of 446,000,

down sharply from 512,000 In Aug-
ust.

Bub the revised 1.8 percent ad-
vance In August was much weaker
than the 8.7 percent galn originally

estimated.

The September . decline was fust
the second since sales dropped to
414,000 Jast January, the

bottom of the houslng recession.

S5till, the sales pace for the first nine
months of 1991 was 103 percent be.
low that of the same period of last

car, .

The Natlonal Association of Real-
tors reported last week that sales of
umlng homes fell 4.3 percent In

A guide to non- upholstered

Whea {3bopping for case goods
{also known a3 non-upholstered fur-
niture), looks are important, but
beauly may be only veneer deep.

Accordlng to Better Homes nnd
Gardens::'D

wood carving

material underneath. .
BEFORE BUYING, examine the
Check for

pays to ask questions, examine lurnl
ture fn'several stores and then ask
more qnuﬂnn: Generally, salespeo-
ple riake'lt' thelr business to know
thy cif. If they can't answer
questjns, 'ask-to falk to the mana-
ger, ﬂl"ﬂ:eck & catalog or brechure.
The (oﬂowlng labeling terma have
cit mieanings, regulated by the
-dde Commission:
® 30lid' wood (“solid oak") means
_surfaces should be

')

on kidden areas, such as
unflnished backs or the sides of
drawers.

“Genulne“ used with the name
of a wood means that all exposed
parts: of the picce qru magde of a
venegr of the nam (on wp
of hqldwood

plywood
®||'Wood” means that’e blece bas
no
meu

ujor components of plastic,

other materials.

®'Man-made materials refer to

hsf.lc laminate panels printed-to

mlmlc wood,'Case pleces also may

inchide plastic molded 1o Jook like
I‘ 3

rough gpots. Also check that the back
panels are inset and screwed Into the
Irame; some high-quallty pieces may
be tacked with T staples (mndard
staples indicate lower quality.) In

any high-quality freestanding furni-

ture, backs and undersldes are sand-
o, talned,

or trim. Cheek to
make sure that the laminate ls
securely and smoothly bonded to the

glue. Most pleces use more than one
method, Look for the strongest con-
struction where a piece wlll bear the
most weight or recelve the most
stress (legs, shelf braces, drawers).
Jolnts are the places where one com-
ponent In a plece of furniture fits
Into another, Where jolnta are im-
practical, screws are the best fas-
teners; they should be secure and
screwed in all the way,

WOODEN CASE GOODS come in
nll llnd.: of finishes, each with its
A painted or

d
even glvcn the nme {finlsh as the
rest of the plece.

Next, operate all moving paris to
ensure they work properly, In
drawers, look for cenler or side
guides, as well as automatic stops
that will prevent the drawer’s spiil-
ing. The best drawers have wood
slde and back panels approximately
one-half-Inch thick Jolned by sturdy,
um [ltting Joints. Drawer hardware

ould be bolted from the inside.

Chccl interiors for areas that may
snag clothing, and look for signs of
shortcuts in crﬂuwhlg. It's also

P Blasy,
trim, and lights are Inspected (o en-
sure they are carefully installed.
Generally, there are five methods
of putting furniture together:
staples, nails, screws, joints, and
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].e Fomilq Homes Starting at $119,900

lncquered finish, for example, ls
easy to clean but Is hard to touch vp
}f seratehed or dented. Oll is & good
natural protector of wood when ap-
plied every slx months or so,
Regardless of the finish, though, a

toa adjusted

furniture

plece should have smooth, conslst-
ent, and attractive surfaces. An ex-
cellent way to learn about flnlshes is
to look at both low- and high-priced
{furnlture. Compare the hardness of
finishes as well as thelr smoothness,
color and patina.

Poorly finished pieces may have
uneven streaks or some finishing
material visible in the crevices.
Beware of finishes that seem to coat
rather than enhance the wood, A fine
{inish will be clear and deep.

Check the color and graln of the
wood. The piece should be uniform,
with top, zldes, front, and legs all fin-
ished in the same tones, The grain
should seem to flow from drawer to
drawer or from one door to the next
on a cabinet.
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PRE-
view

Novumber 9, between 1
floor plan features a spiral st

.V open foyer, step-up to Master Sule'and move
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—TEN CusTOM HOMES WITHOUT
COMPROMISE...INCLUDING
BLOOMFIELD HILLS SCHOOLS

Isanisk Tk Grory Or Gracio
O Tuns Very Pravare. Cosmsenery Wit
! Orrortunty To Buinn Youk Nesw Hos: In
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. Or Brauneuam Crows Woonen Fosessis-
Prarrer For Oxe Or Ong Exciesne Wais O
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5404232

PROPERTIES INC. 4552880
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ADCO Custom Homes is proud 10 inlroduce @ new home design in Bradtord
ul Novt. II's called the Wyndham. acd vou'te

wd 10 seo il Saturday,
i 3400 8q. ft. innovative
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Buy time at LOCHMOOR...
Time 10 fish, time to sail, time 10
goll, ime ta relax..Enjoy the
woods and the watet In a
carclree ranch condominium
home from the $130°s.

When You Want
To Get Away,

Just drive a few miles north
an 1-75 10 foslyn Road,

(the first eait past the Palace of
Auburn Hills) s right and Jook
far our entrance just a
couple of miles north,

Come Home!
We'll make il easy for you 10 take
it easy with unbealable financing

and immediate occupancy.

391-2221 or 335 8900
Drvidoped by

Chnent Mharntar

»

A VISION OF LUXURY
THAT’S VANISHING
QUICKLY

Arbaretum doesni'l just promise greatness, it has delivered !
The true beauty of us thickly wooded setiing, scenic walking
paths and pnvate tenmis court 1s known only o ts residents. The
fact remains that while Arborelum exemplitizes the best of every
thing. only ane more purchaser can ever claim this sophisticated
Tifestyle as their awn Cur hinal model home 15 avanlable with
mmmediate occupuancy. plus a host of upgrades including o
whulpool tub in the master bath, designer lighting
fixtures, cathedral celings and a morming toom
adjorrung the gourmet kitchen. Visit today

Vit our model off McClampha Road,
south of Ann Arbor Rosd

Please Call 540 4232 for information
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edl_an price of new houses falls as sales slacken

lnmul uln ol 3. u million.

ul.ltlng home
ulu oocurnd desplte mortgage
rates that fell to the Iuwut level in
14 years, The Realtors attributed the
decline, the third stralght, to slugg-
Ish job growth and consumer uncer-
tainty over the economy.

According to surveys by the Fed-
eral Home Loan Mortgage Corp., 30-
year, flxed-rate mortgages fell from
9.15 percent at the beginning of Sep-
tember to 8.92 percent at the end of
the month.

But (he business-sponsored Con-
ferenee Board In New York reporied
on Tuesday that consumer coofi.

less.
dence tumbled in October to reces- |

slonary levels. The survey showed
little change [n plans to buy homes.
The government report said a sea-
sonally adjusted 295,000 new homes
were on the market. ot the end of
Scplember, representing a supply of

8.3 months at the current sales rate,
That was up from a 7.1-month sup-
y at the end of August and Lhe
Elghul inventory ratlo since & 2.3,
readlng In Jaouary. ;

Risibg Inventorles often mean a |
decline in housing atarts untll the -
backlog can be =old off. Indeed, ,-.
houslng starts tumbled 2.2 percent in °J
Seplember, the flrst drop In six
months.

The medlan price of 2 new home
was $120,000, down from $122,000 a
month earller, perhaps reflecting the™ J, "%
lower demand. The medlan means *
hall of the bomes cost more and half" >"}

of 120 000, P:hu( followed a revised ™
3.4 percent decline in August, worse:
than the earller 2.0 percent esil.
malte. .

FROM
2 BEDROOM -

Daymant, Morigage daance
$552.00 per morth phas Lax
Approtimata tax.
$180.00 per month.
12-5 Dally

BEAT RISING RENTS -
UY NOW AND SAVE

‘5137 MOVES YOU IN*

Take udvlrluﬂl of rnorlqlw lﬂllv"l wnd
proporty tax equity In your

mmuummuumwlu

(Closed
981-6550  Thursday)
SALES BY CENTURY 21, HARTFORD SOUTH, INC.

L% LELIZET IR E LI TNIINY AT

*68,500
2 BATH UNITS

Crystal clear water for swlmming,

hoating & fishing
Iove toco

Is docks panos ovordooking calm water

and sandy boachlronis.

...Q Iltestyle you'd
me home to

ory luxtery nmm wth walkout

from :189,500

Lakefrort *199,500
344-8808

But Few
City of Blo
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An unpretentol offe
Witcre pritwey and

Buaalding sites pr
Devvlped by !

For mformation or

Many Build Their Dreams
from the Ground Up.

aagaificent home sites of one and o hatf o cack

Hrough qualihnl deal nstriction,

313.647.2600.
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