Food 'stam'p fraud

Oakland County residents face federal charges

B8y Wayne Psal
staff writer

Nearly three dozen people, includ-
ing Wayne and Oakalnd County resl-
dents, are expected (0 be charged
this week in a crackdown on food
stamp fraud.

State and federal agents worked
together on the food stamp investi-
gation, bllled as one of the largest
operations of its kind in U.S. history.

Gov. John Engler and police offi-
clals, however, took palns to dif-
ferentlate between those Involved In
the alleged fraud and other food
stamp reciplents,

“The people of Mlchigan can be
assured (helr hard earned tax dotlars
will be used for people who legiti-
malely need these services.” Engler
sald, annoucing investigation results
Tuesday at the Mlichigan State Po-
lice Criminal Invullknuon Center In
Livonla,

THOSE ARRAIGNED Tuesday in-
cluded: Bahir Bahoura of West
Bloomfleld and Basil Kashat of
Southfleld. Others, including a Troy
man and a Livonla man, were ex-
pected to be arralgned Wednesday.

Bahoura was among those [denti-
{led as an awners or employee of the
varlous: Delroit-based food markets
targeted In the Investigation.

Addltional suspects are expected
to be arrested throughout this week,
state Attorney General Frank Kelley
sald.

Prosecutors from the attorney
general's office are withholding
names of others arrested, as well as
the stores where they conducted
business, pending arraignment.

Assistant aftorney general Theo-
dore Klimaszewski sald the flnal list
of those charged could include other
suburbanites as well as Detroit resi-
dents,

‘Those charged are expected (o in-
clude “traffickers™ — those who buy
food stamps from needy people and
then sell them to merchanis — as
well as merchants who buy the talnt-
ed food stamps.

Traffickers pay as litile as 60
cenis on the dollar for food stamps
before sclling them to merchants
who pay as much as B0 cents on the
dollar, Merchants then are relm-
bursed by state government for the
full dollar, police said.

Food stamp reclplents who sold

Palace pays for police
substation on premises

The Auburn Hills Pelice Depart-
ment has a place of its own at The
Palace.

The department opened Substation
No. 1 inslde The Palace for the De-
trolt Pistons' season-opening game
agalnst the Mllwaukee Bucks tast
week.

Deslgned to provide a permanent
center of operations for facllity and’
trafflc patrols during events, the ful-
ly equlpped substation is sltuated on
the arena level.

Featuring a radio dispatch system
which includes a new transmitter at
the top of the arena, the substatlon
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will serve as the department's com-
munication center during cvents.

The radio sysiem nstalled at The
Palace can be utllized as an emer-
gency back-up to the city's maln
dispatch center. The substatlon will
also be used for pre-cvent meeting
and planning, employee breaks and
booking procedures. The substation
also includes a holding area.

Previously, officers asslgned to
dutics during events shared quarters
in The Palace’s crowd control office.
All construction costs of the new fa-
cility were paid for by The Palace.
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their stamps to trafflckers might
lose benefits, but MSP offleials said
they weren't primary investigation
targets.

*“The thrust of this Is the trafflck-
ers and metchants, not food atamp
recipients themselves,” MSP dlrec-
tor Mike Robinson sald.

The maximum penalty for food
stamp fraud s 20 years In prison for
repeat offenders.

Perhaps smarting from public
critlclsm over general  assistance
welfare cuts, Engler administration
ofticlals said the crackdown sting
was deslgned to restore public conti-
dence in the food stamp program.

TEN PERCENT of all Michigan
familles recelve food stamps, ac-

cording to state records.

The number of reciplents invalved
with fraud Is “very small, less than 1
percent,” according to state Depart-
ment of Social Services Director
Gerald Miller,

The food stamp Investigation also
involved the U.S. Secret Service and
Department of Agricuiture, as well
as the state liquor contro! commls-
sion, burcau of lotiery and depart-
ment of public health, among other
agencies.

At the same time, the DSS has es-
tablished a welfare fraud hot Jine, 1-
800-222-8558. DSS pl will

_Thuregay. November 7. 1991 O&E

e

Clty/ suburban students meet
in 9th New:Detroit exchange

Some 350 students from public,
private and parochlal metro-area
schools are ecxpected at the ninth
City/Suburban High Schocl Confer-
ence and Exchange Tuesday and
Wednesday at the Unlversity of De-
troit Mercy Conference Center, 8200
West Quter Drive, Detrolt.

The program, sponsored by New
Detroit Inc., attempts Lo help stu-
dents from nearly 60 greater Dclrolt

session, conference partlcipants will
gather Into diffcrent breakou:
groups and participate in a national-
1y noted simulation on cross-cultural
communlcatlons. The simulation in-
volves role playing and adaptation to
different cultural languages and
mores. Paired schools will bave an
oppartunity (o establish dates for fu-
ture exchanges around school activi-
Ues.

schools close the
tween city and suburb. Siudenu are
divided into several small groups
and attend workshops and discus-
sions headed by trained adult and
student facilltators. There is also a
discussion group made up of teach.

man the special telephone !lnn from
8:30 am. to noon and 1-4:30 pm.
weekdays. Every report will be n-
vestigated, Miller said.
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Tuesday's opening session features
activities on how students can work
together to eliminate cultural and
raclal stereotyping. In the afternoon

trend. At KICHLER we pride ourselves in staying at the leading
edge of lighting design. For KICHLER. quality comes first.

We begin with fine lead crystal, solid brass, Celadon porcelain.
Itallan marble, the finest materlals in the world. Then we create

contemporary or traditional deslgns to enhance the beauly
of your home. We hope a place for KICHLER quality &g
will always be In your home

1ighting Flatares For Erery Decor » Wiring Supplies and 1ght Hulos

ELECTRICAL

: a‘é 40%-50%

CONSTRUCTION.INC

auou W. T MILE ROAD

- aﬁ

SN
———

OFF Our

Already
Discounted

students will be
nskcd for their evaluations of the
conference.

The
Write
Stutt

With the propensity
for misplaced pens,
purchasing
premium pen is
predominantly
postulated 1o be
prohibitive. One
might potentizlly
predetermine the
prolonged
pontification of this
paint lu be pedantic,
But. when your pen
posenses
prochivity for
perlection. s
predispasition tur
prolonged
perforsuance and

a prudent price

tag, Sou My
erceive s

L profound

i improvementin

i SOUT penmin-

| ship. And that's

. precisely the .
i pointol the right
i open. |
! ;
i MONT™ |
d BLANC E

i Junior School * {Grades 3-5)
600 Braduai Boutevard « aringham, UI 4810+ (47-2322

Come explore the
wonders of our school
community. Share the
-opening of our ncw
Middle School.
There's never been a
better time to stcp
toward Country Day.

For More Information
Please call 646.7717
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 17,
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

Uppe:
22303 W. Thirteen Mlle » Birmingham. W1 48025+ 8467717

Middle School + (Grades 6-8)
22400 Hillview Lane - Dirmingham, M1 §5025 + 6467717

per Schoal « {Grades 9-12)

prast

&lﬂ""""m""

et oy




