Designing women

Five females part of new OCC auto design program

By Pat Murphy
statf writer

When Rence Smith was in high
school, she never dreamed of belog
an automotive designer.

"I got a job In accountlng out of

achool,” sald the 29-ycar-old
West Bloomticld resldent. “And 1
thought that was it.”

All that changed, however, after
she heard about a new co-op pro-
gram Inltiated at Oakland Communi-
ty College this year through a part-
nership with Enginecring Technolo-
gy Ltd. of Troy.

A number of people ~ including
her brother Brian, a oo} deslgner in
Rochester — knew she was looking
for new horizons and advlscd her to
look Into the program that offers an

s degree In de-

“The oricntation program really
Intrigued me,” Smith sald. “So I quit
my job (with an Ann Arbor company)
to devote ful) time Lo the program.”

The program Smith has embarked
upon is designed to {lll a growing
need within the auto industry, sald
Bert Ebj, corporate vice president of
ET and one of its deslgners,

HE'S IN A positlon to know. His
company employs about 300 people
at the Troy office doing deslgn and
engincering work for Ford, Chrysler
and General Motors as well as first
line suppllers, Including the Bendix
Corp.

The growing need for designers
came about as a result of a number
of changes, Ebi said, including the
increasing role of computers within

sign.

the Industry.
The draftsmen of the ‘603 and '70s
— once among the elite of the skllled
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— are no longer in de-
m:md he said. Necded instead are
people with comparable skills in

. math, science and spatial relation-

ships — who also know thelr way
around a computer keyboard.

“The ple we need are some-
thing lixe the skilled designers of
previous decades,” sald Bill Rose,
OCC dean of academic services.
“They need a lot of the same skills,
but they also bave 1o be flexible
enough te work as a member of a
team.”

Shelley Bower, director of corpo-

rate tralnlng at ET, said to quallfy
{or the program, prospective design-
ers need only 2 high school diploma,
or the equlvalent. To be successful,
however, they must correct any defi-
ciencles, such as a Inck of math.

“AND THEY MUST have a 3.0
grade point average (in core sub-
jects) before they are placed (as a
co-0p student) with a company,” she
sajd. “"But the opportunities are
enormous.”

Co-op siudents start at $7 per
hour, she sald, with flexible sched-
ules that accommodate a class or
{wo, Graduate designers would earn
about $26,000 annually to start, and
can carn up to $50,000 a year.

Julla Gilbert of Rochester sald the
program requirements are challeng-
ing, but with a llitle work, attaln-
able. She was willlng, for example,
to repeat a trignometry class in or-
der to obtain the required grade
polnt average [n math.

Glibert, however, sald she had an
advantage golog Into the program.
She had, for example, taken CAD
{computer aided designing) at Ma-
comb Community College and
worked as a processor of tool deslgn-
ing informatlon for an englneering
firm In Troy.

“I used to prepare information for
deslgners,” sald Gilbert, 28. “So I
know what the job lnvolves. But I've
wanted to get into automotive design
for a long time and-this Is the
chance."

Gilbert was laid off from her job
in March, something she viewed as
an opportunity . . .and a lesson.

“There arc no job guarantees,”
Gilbert sald. “But the more skllls 1
have, the better my chances of get-
ting a good job — and keeping it.”

For Belty Antonelll of Troy, get-
ting into the auto deslgn program “ls
a great opponunny to find out If it's
right for me.”

Antonelli, 44, has a teaching de
gree from a unlversity in her native
Argentina, but'wanted to try deslgn-
ing, She sald she was cncouraged by
her husband, Rudy, an englneer, and
thelr two children, Luclana, 16, and
Santlago, 14, both students in Avon-
dale schools.

“They help with the washing and
cooking,” she said, “so I can have the
time to study.”

IN ITS FIRST semester, the auto
design -program signed up 19 stu-
dents, including five women, said
Bower. Some, like Gilbert and Anto-
nelli, bave qualified for co-op jobs
with her company. Others, like
Smith, are getting the fundamentals
needed for placement,

They're also talking with compa-
nies that might sponsor co-op stu-
dents.

Those Interested can contact Bill
Rose at the Auburn Hills campus of
OCC, 340-6616, or Bower at ET, 588-
4280.

What makes tf

| id STT N

Do Yuenbtore,

Prev Detivees & Sebnpréalililn 30 e rudius} * Your
Illx.ll Prossire Lisnduntes © 2 Week Delbserst Yoso,

s bedroom set so nnbelievable?

THE PRICE... $1995"

Inclides: 2 Tiered Nightstands, Queen {leadboned,

Raclius Quee

iy

tevessorlen 8 Gilfin ¢ Tuo Con

TekTucve Mall o 12 3ie X Teleteph o $314060)
Sumduy b2

313 Orchnrd Tk Rl st M

Platform Bed, 727

16 Tunte I fust 2 wevha!

ent Lawatbns to Bener Serve You ©

Dresser

Roms & M55 LHK)

Nelee!
(//(/////// Lot rleciin

ANOTHER SHERMAN'S VALLUE FOR YOU?

\\WQ\‘Q“QS

Our Easy Spirit Trunk Show
20% oft everythmg o

Yen, the amazimgls comtortable shoes yon see in
thowe TV Taskethall gatises and ancmlhions of happy
feetacross Amerten. We have thausands of pais 2

5072 m stk —an
beautitul colos and a
swotnderul range ot
~ze, sonne shyes Tom
St 12 mcludiog
hard-to-timd 107 and
£ Bven specal

onlers e

Socome aml meet

« Eawy Spiar Latory
feps Dasny i Amy
anul treat sonr et

“omA

Thursdey, Novembeor 7, 1891 O&E

Above,  OCC
co-op students
Betty Antonelli
of Troy and Ju-
lia Gilbert of
Aocheoster
{seated) get
the benefit of
the Iotest in
drafting tech-
nology (right),
which allows
both students
and profes-
alonals to take
advantage ol
three-dimen-
sional design
techniquea,

MAKE KBEi‘Iﬁ”EﬁR“éANTA!

for your children’s
outgrown ‘ToY5 & Books
Call for your appointment

(mlnun SOHCMMD
MOX,, 1Lvs WEO v u. _';;' B
TRI. X SAT. 9.30.6
THURS

(///A( (//( /////f (/(///’
( /'//,/(// (/(///'///

Our lighting consultants will introduce you
to some of the nest lamps in the worid. '
Stitfel-Baccarat . Southland (£0-9)

Waterford Crystal i Ll | svember 8, Northland (10-6) &
Lenox China i Genesser Valley Center (10-6}

and parse 1o Easy Spant shoes at 20 savings
Sale ends Monday, Nowemsber 11

o Wednesday, November 6, Laurel Park Place
{10-9) & Sherman's Urban Walker (10-6}

¢ Thursday, November 7, Weatland (10-9) &

Rep, $40-574
NOW $32-859.20

Diree of i rondest names i cnstal i

amdcima o sebected us to present their finest | SHERMAN’ S BONUS! |
Fitratatangg « ustomers i Micligan, You'li ; I A1 00 vt 200 it I s st lhis ssoipes |
i this ot e allection displayed in e elegant i .

Lamps to Cis

" IIHH\ ~hyowe

L.___.__._.__.......______l

1 wehscr Bass St pun
tpmdings of ot new Costal Gallery, Hereoyon |

Dy deam

NEERETReY

g et
i -

will diseaver Larmps (hab e works of ai—
ani Beitlooms tal your tarily will

P b

[N PR
trvasute for sears fo come,

‘V1 ichisan
l]dﬂL 5 Slicr

Wit G Bt e € oime 0 Uit

URDBAN
WALKER

Sherman
Shocg

,nml Pack Pl e, 7‘>I- OL‘
esee Valley Center, 732-5150
Urban Walker, Birmingham, 5403408

For plmm nn!n ors (p!t ase add $2 per paie ~|\|p;\m;~
& handling} or more information, call the Sheeman's
Step-Saver Line, tall-frec, 1-800-421.8HOE.

£5HO Belegraphat Maple B
4262548

Northland, 569.2123
Westland, 425-6040
Southband, 287.4120

Mo TurWad T Sat$:l50m=-5pm
Thurs 4 )154m=-8:30pin

O T I TR



