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Open the doors!
|Give auto buyers a break

; ]—jm‘ THE skies and wave the flag ,

Farmington Obseruer

Tom Baer_editor/477-5450
O&E Thuraday, November 14, 1091

plenty of American flags are always

snapping in the breeze outside Bob Saks

Olds) . . . an auto dealership finally did
-something with which we can agree.

Bob Saks, the flag-draped dealership that setls
Cldsmobiles, Jeeps and Toyotas out on Grand
River in Farmington Hills, has taken a lot of flak
‘gyer the years what with one thing and another,

Rt saturday they made a good move at Saks.
¢” They simply opened the doors and sold cars.

Eliminate Saturday shopping, and
that makes doing all this and
making a living, too, pretty
difficuit. A consumer needs to be
able to spend the time at the

. many dealerships there are in and
around a large city. Buying a new

DAN DEAN/utalt photographer

Gathered around
A clans from Redford Township gathers around

a flame during a tour of the Holocaust Center.
The Legisiature is looking at restoring funding

for the center cut by Governor Engler. For an
editorial on the subject, see the lowaor left cor-
ner of this page.

That's right, Saks — faced with this gagging,
ging recession that has been death on dealer-
.ships across the nation — was open for busi

o

car Is a bit more complicated
than picking up a pair of Levi’s.

on a Saturday. Well, good for Bob Saks and good
for a man or woman who just might want to pur-
‘chase a new car.

" Did we hear you ask, a place was open on Sat-
“§ttiay:'so what? Check out the mall parking lots
Jjist'about any Saturday. They're likely to be full.
T §alurday is a day for business. That's when so
‘many consumers are free to buy. That’s when the
business folk had better be ready to sell.
$o0le L
‘.. WELL, FOR years and years that logic has
- dpplicd to just about every segment of the U.S,
~business community — except for the new car

dealerships in metropolitan Detroit.
' It's an open secrel: Around here,

%.and-a-h.

thanks to a
K-and- 2! many new
- gar déalerships have have been closed Saturdays.
..t Regasan: Well, we think (and the Federal Trade
Gommisslon seems to agree) that (he dealerships
-have closed Saturdays to prevent comparison
- shopping by customers for the best deal on a car.
~rAnd quite often it does take a lot of hard shop-
plng {0 purchase & new car. You check out what’s
available in your price range, you haggle, make

gitérs, - counter-offers, go over deals on the
‘gghdb:ln{ctc. v

Efimlnate Saturday shopping, and that makes
doing ‘ali ‘this and making a living, too, pretty
difficult. A cansumer needs to be able to spend
tbe thme at the many dealerships there are In and
around a large city. Buylng a new car is a bit
more complicated than picking up a pair of
Levis,

House takes this week when it voles on

P Io MATTER WHAT ACTION the state
restoring partlal funding for The Holo-

b caust Center, the central point of the is-
K sue -~ unbridled gross ignorance born of callous
[ budget cuts — remains.

> It all started a couple weeks ago. Guiltless
[ John Engler; fresh from his latest triumph over
“the dlsabled, poor and needy, a triumph that
2 turned thousands out of their homes just in time
% for the Thanksgiving holidays, was riding a wave
% of his brand of victory. So, having alrcady beat
{: up on the defenscless, Engler turned back to the
[ arts and cultural sciences.

[* Many wondered what he could do to top his
r:other performances. The Man From Mount
t~ Pleasant already had cut state funding for the
~Detroit Instilute of Arts, while quictly restoring
> a similar funding cut for the Grand Rapids Mu-
. scum. Any doubt of Engler's blind loyalty to out-
state interests and dislike of southeast Michigan
.- was erased with that move.

- The Holocaust Center in West Bloomf{icld, and
- its $110,000 allocatlon from the stale, was to be
- Engler’s next target. He wiped out the grant as
£-part of his continuing clumsy effort at budgel
- balancing.

He made no friends with Lhis latest move.

LCEARE

THE HOLOCAUST Center used that grant to
[~let people, particularly thousands of students,
[~ tour the center {ree instcad of paying admission.
~ Rabbi Charles Roscnaveig, director of the center,

and Eighth (speedy trial by public jury
and no excessive bail) amendents were
A added to the Constitution, in part, be-
:cnusc of a famous English trial more than 100
4 years earlier.

1 The government of Charles 1l had forbidden
= William Penn, a Quaker, to speak in public, Penn
= ignored the order and was arrested for “riot and

tumultuous assembly.”

At the trial, the judge, noting that Penn had
remqved his hat, arbitrarily ordered him to put it
back on — and then charged him with contempt
:,Jer wearing a hat In court. The court then or-
"dered Penn remaved for Lhe duration of the trial

T HE GUARANTEES of the Sixth, Seventh

YRS

Memorial
Decency fights for funding

. ing itself.

'Speedy trial with no high bail

S0, DEALERSHIPS stayed closed Saturdays.
Dealers that dared buck the system just might
hear a brick crash through their plate glass win-
dows or find thelr gleaming new cars pelted with
rocks. )

Or they might be confronted with plcketers.
Unfortunately, that’s what happened at Bob Saks
on Saturday.

A group of about 50 picketers, most of them
employees of local car dealerships, marched
oulside the dealership to protest the Saturday
hours. Most of them sald they wanted to spend
more time with their familles,

We can understand wanting to be with your
family, but a used car salesperson isn’t any dif-
ferent than a store clerk fn that mall with the
parking lots that are always clogged Saturdays,

If you're in business, you sell when the people
can buy. That's why ballplayers are busy most
nights and weeckends in season.

We have to agree with the Saks officlal who
told our reporter Saturday, “I don't think the
economic conditlons are such that we can dictate
when customers can come in.”

So, keep those doors open Saturday, Bob Saks,
and ignore those protestors. There may be a re-
cession raging, but at least a few car buyers
{someone out there must want to buy a carl)
might be getting a little break.

said he suspected a partial cut was coming, but
was stunned when the grant was eliminated.

It scems Engler, after turning cn the arts and
the poor, decided the state didn’t need te fund
this chapter in history. His move shows a cold
disregard for all those who fought against the
Holocaust and for those who sustain this center
as a grim reminder to keep history from repeat-

Michigan's Senate, sensing Engler had really
blown it this time, last week passed and sent a
bill to the House that would restare $50,000 in
state funding to the center. Without that restored
grant, Wes Bloomfield's Holocaust Center was
the only museum of its kind in the United Siates
not recelving some kind of state support.

The Senate vote was 24-11. Senators David
Honigman and Jack Faxon, respectively of West
Bloomfield and Farmington Hills, led the charge
to restore the funding. Those who voted agalnst
the funding restoration are worth noting: Sens.
Arthurhultz, DeGrow, DiNello, Emmons, Gast,
Geake, McManus, Posthumus, Pridnia, N. Smith
and Wartner,

Those who pushed through funding for the cen-
ter, in the Senate and House, are to be congratu-
lated for secing this cut in its true light and
showing the human decency to fight it.

And those who sided with Engler will be re-
membered as those who thought the best way for
Michigan to prosper was by cutting Its job op-
portunities, its obligation to ils ncedy citizens,
and its ties to rich artistic and cullurat heritages,
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ARMIVENSARY

Bill of Righs

— a violation of English common law.

After testimony about Penn's public speaking,
the court ordered the jury to return a verdict of
“guilty of unlawful assembly.” But the jury
found Penn guilty only of “speaking in Gra-
cechurch Street.’” Such.deflance outraged the
judge who ordered the jury jailed indefinitely
without food or water.

The abuse of the jury was common practice to
assure an acceptable verdict. The jury remained
adamant and finally the frustrated judge gave in
and accepted the decislon.

The judge got his revenge, though by jaHing
Penn until he paid a fine for wearing his hat “in
the face of authorlty.”

Reflections on death

with dignity, caring

MY MOTHER-inlaw dled six
weeks ago. Elffectlvely paralyze&
and sightless from a severe stroke,
she vegetated for three years In a
nursing home In Ann Arbor,

‘When she first was admitted, she
was saddened and depressed at her
predicament. Later she was angry.

Around a year ago, the lone
changed. I don’t want to spend an-
other birthday In here,” she sald re-
peatediy, “Can't you find a doctor lo
give me a pill? I just want to get on
wlith it

1t broke my heart to tatk with this
brave woman who knew she never
would recover and who wanted to
dic with whal was left of her dignity
intact.

1 waa never able to find that right
doctor. She had another stroke,
lapsed Into a coma and dled quletly.
But like many, many others who
have faced -~ are facing — the same
situation, I am left wondering why
our society cannot find a way for

W or | itated

So the dignity of those who wish to
die but cannot, the amblvalent an-
gulsh of loving familles and the eth-
les and compassion of the medical
profession are all held hostage (o the
threat of litigation. So what clse is
new?

WHAT 'TO MAKE of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian and his most recent as-
sisted sulcldes in Oakland County?

1f 1 were prosecutor, I would be
looking pretty carefully Into whether
Dr. Kevorkian's patients were in
fact terminally ill. Assisting those
alrcady dying Is one thing; killing
two very unhappy but not terminal
patients is qulte different.

Beyond that, my own angulsh and
amblvalencey on this matler are vio-
lated by Dr. Kevorklan's loose can-
noning and his lawyer’s publiclty
secking. Together they have suce

in serfously compromlsing
and serious
of this complicated cthical lssue In

or peo-
ple who wish to die when and as they
want.

ONE REASON: This Is a very
complicated, ethically confused and
polltically charged lssue.

Another practical reason: Those
who could help the process — doc-
tors, nurses, hospital and nursing
home staff — are terrified of belng
sued, cven In states llke Michigan
which have no law cxplicitly forbid-
ding assisted suicide of the terminal-
lyill .

SEN. FRED Dlilingham, R-
Fowlerville, wants to frame the dis-
cussion as a criminal matter, The
Scnate has his bill to make
assisted suicide a four-year felony.

Other legislators are setilng up a
special study panel of thoughtful
people, which Michigan Right to Lite
charges is a “stall."”

So we have a subject which is
unlguely personal and Intenscly inti-
mate now becoming the subject of a
politically charged debate In the

Legislature. What a shame?

Fortunately, because of last
week’s vote in the death-wlth-dignity
referendum  in Washiogton state,
consldcratlon of this issue is not
golng to be limited to Dr. Kevorki-
an's antles or the rocket scientists in
the Leglslature.

“Grandma's been talking 1o
Grandpa, and Grandpa's been talk-
ing ta the klds and the grandklds,”
sald a 71-yecar-old supporier of the
initiative. “It's a dinneg table topic
now like never before.”

Initiative opponents agreed.
“There arc real arguments on both
sides, and I can't overstate the Im-
portance of debating it openly,” said
amedical cthiclst.

So let’s debate the right 1o die with
dignity. Let's not frame it as a criml-
nal matter or as a publicity stunt or
as a partisan squabble. Let's face it
lixe the thoughtiul, caring adulls we
1ry to be when we confront death at
close range.

Phil Power 1s chairman of the
company that owns this newspa.
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodically.

from our readers

Yoder says
thank you

To the edltor:

1 would llke to thank the residents
of Farmington for supporting me
during the 28 ycars that I served on
the Farmington City Council. It was
acceptance by the resldents that
kept me In office all these years.

Also, my thanks to the Observer
for the endorscment that has been
given to me during the years I was in
office.

Congratulations to the winners.
The ¢ity remalns In good hands,

Ralph Yoder,
Farmicgton

Candidate
says thanks

To the editor:

1 would like to take this opportuni-
ty to express my heartfelt gratitode
to all my supporters, with a special
thank you Lo Darothy Woolley, Bren-
da Kandt, Joe and Julicanne Ho-
vanesstan, Aldo and Lols Vagnozx!
and Jean Fox.

Very speclal thanks 10 my wife,
Cheryl Ollverio, and my good Iriend
Terry Sever — my actual campalgn
managers. .

Last but not Jeast, I thank llona
Gale and the other high scheol volun-
teers who worked so hard on my
campalgn. Such young people bright-
en the present and glve hope to the
future.

1 have made so many new (rlends
durlng this election and hope to
make many more prior lo the next
election.

Ron Ollverio,
Farmington Hills

Here’'s what
ails country

To the editor:

What alls the country?

It is hard to condense In 200
words, but a loss of manufacturlng
for the consumer markel ls one main
problem. I am amazed at the num-
ber of foreign cars, partleulary Jap-
anese, purchased not only by young
waomen but older folks who are re-
tired.

First it was Japanese cameras,
then watches, electronles, TVs and
now cars or whatever else they
choose because the Japancse are
noted for galning market share at
the expense of profits.

Americans had better wise up be-
cause erime statlstics are directly
related (o unemployment caused by
this outflow of dollars and jobs, plus
a lot of retirement benefits for the
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older folks arc directly connected to
1he cconomic well being of this coun-
try. .
The young people, and particular-
ly the young women, had better start
tearnlag where their present stan-
dard of living came from.

They better know that they're the
ones who are going to suffer the con-
sequences with a progrossively low-
er standard of Jiving in the future.
Wake up.

Don Summers,
Farmington

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and 1deas are best
when shated vath others

That's why tho Farminglon
Observer encourages 1ts read-
ers to share their views with
others in Ihe From Our Read-
ers column,

Names will be withheld only
for the best of reasons, and
the decision 1o do so will be
made by he editor.

Letters should be mailed to:
the edior, The Farmington
Cbserver, 21838 Farmington
Road. Faimington 48336.
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