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Roy Granger hopes to broak leose for a touch-
down or two Saturday when the Hawks play

playoffs at Harrison,

DILL BRESLEA/statt phatographer
Allen Park in the second round of the state

Jaguars have Miller
to challenge Hawks

By Dan O'Meara
slatt writer

John Mlller s one of the all-time
great players in the storied history
of Farmington Hills Harrison foot-
ball.

And pow another Mlller with the
same abillty and hig-time potenttal
wlll play Saturday at Buller Ficld.
But this onc has no Intentlon of
lurthering the Hawk tradltlon.

~=- Ryan Mlller, whom his coach com--

pares o the former Harrison star,
instead wlll lead his Allen Park team
. against the Hawks in a Class BB re-
glonal champlonship game at 1:30

pm.
Both teams bring 10-0 records into
their third playoff meeting in five
scasons. Harrison won In 1987 and
1989, but the Jaguars hope this is the
year they [nally beat the Hawks.
Allen Park coach Ed Bellas be-
lleves he has his best team and hls
best player in Miller, who [s being
recrulted by the major collegiate
powers. He is the younger brother of

former all-state quarterback Gardie

Miller, who played against Harrlson
two years ago and is now at Eastern
Michigan.

“GORDIE SAID: ‘Coach, i you
think I'm good, my brother is golng
to be even better,' " Bellas said, “He
reminds you of John Miller from
Harrlson. He's the best I've ever
had.”

The 6-foot-3, 208-pound Miller, has
accumulated 1,571 yards In total of-
fense. He has rushed for 1,027 and
caught 15 passes for another 292,
and he has scored 19 touchdowns, in-
cluding six by pass.

Mitler also stars at inslde tne-
backer and leads Allen Park with
117 tackles, The three-year starier
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has four sacks and five Intercep-

tions, too.

“He's a blg, powerful kid,” Harvi-
son coach John Herrington sald.
“Théy put him In a lot of different
places in the backlleld, so we have to
be aware of where he is. He's an ex-
ccllent pass cateher, too,”

The Hawks faced a fine back In
Chuck Reynolds of Dearborn Helghts
Crestwood last week, but he got
most of his 126 yards after the game
‘was out of reach for the Chargers.

“Reynolds was a speed back; Mil-
ler is more of a power ruaner,”
Herrington sald.

BUT HARRISON can't afford to
key solely on Miller as It did four
years ago when the Jaguars were led
by halfback John Jaskowski and lat-
er Gordie Miller, according to Bel-
las.

The main differences between

those Allen Park teams and this one..._.

is thé offensive and defensive lines
are better and the offense s not as
one-dimensional, Bellas sajd,

“Now we have four. (Herrlngton)
and (defenslve coordinator Baob)
Sutter focus on the best player. If
they focus on any one, they're going
to have a problem because we have
(Chris) Prisby, Miller, {Jim) Balog
and {Jon) Gamble.”

Prisby (5-11, 150) is the gquarter-
back and as blg a threat as Miller,
according (o Bellas, e has complet-
ed 60 percent of his passes for 739
yards'and 15 touchdowns. The senior
and two-year regular also has rushed
for 12 touchdowns and has a total of-
fense of 1,347 yards.

“T'have two Impact players,” Bel-
las said. “If Ryan Miiter was not on
the team, Chris Prisby would be an
all-state player.”

Sutter likens Prisby to Northville
quarterback Ryan Huzjak as a
runner, “He doesn’t throw quite as
well, but he is an adequate passer,”
he sald, Prisby reminds Herrington
of former Plymouth Canton star
Karl Wukle, who was not an out-
standing passer or runner but did
both well enough that defenses rare-
by contatned him.

THE MARRISON defense must
Ploase turn to Page 4

Ford coach worries about CC, Yoakam

By Steve Kowalski
stalf writer

When Detroit Henry Ford football coach
Mlke Marshall studles films of Redford
Catholic Central, onc guy seems to play the
starring role more often than not, -

“1 was looking at the film and they had alt
sorts of guys open and still went to No. 84
{wide receiver Frank Yoakam). That's tell-
_ing you something," satd Marshall, the first-
year coach. "1t looks like they go to him eve-
“ry time they need a play.”

CC has a flne supporting cast but there’s

no doubt Yoakam a senlor with 905 all-pur-
pose yards and seven touchdowns, has been
CC's goto guy. Henry Ford will focus on
stopping Yoakam when the two teams meet
In a second-round Class AA playoil game at
1:30 p.m. Saturday at Livonia Clarencevllle.

: Henry Ford, winner of six stralght, beat
Degarborn Fordson, 27-17, in a first-round

_ playoff and Is 8-2 overall. CC, 9-1 overall,

beat Pontiac Central, 37-15, In lts first.
round mnlchup

+ THE SIMM!IOCKS don't throw rnuch but

Yoakam is quarterback Chris Barbara’s fa-

“ vorite target, catching nine passcs for 286
yards (31.8 average) and one touchdown.
Yoakam sald he runs a 4.4 40-yard dash and
it showed two weeks ago when he caught a
screen pass and outraced two speedy Detrolt
St. Martln DePorres players for a 53-yard
touchdown,

He also has iined up in CC's backficld,
gaining 235 yards rushing on 25 carries and
four TDs, Yoakam has returned 10 kickoffs
for 252 yards and a TD and has 12 punt re-
turns for-132 yardsand a TD:

The other offemsive weapon Marshall
frets about is senlor taitback Jeff Tibaldi,

who leads the Shamrocks thh 1,005 yards
on 193 carries-and eight TDs. Senlor full-
back Dan Gusoff had his best game of the
scason agalnst Pontlac Central, gu!ning 141
yards and scoring three TDs.

"'l know they've got No. 84 and No. 20 (Ti-
baldi) Jooks llke he runs pretty hard; they're
the two guys we nced to neutralize,” Mar-
shall sald,

MARSHALL, WHO played defenslve back
ab Michigan™ State” from 197670 1980, sald
Ford turned around its scason after falling

i

mingham Brother Rice (25-6) and Detroit
Mumford (12-6).

CC beat Mumford and Brother Rice by a
combined score of 587 but coach Tom Mach
Xknows Ford [s improved and may have the
best backfield he's scen.

Leading the attack Is senlor quartcrback
Orlando Fortunato, a converied wide receive
er.  Fortunato made the Public Schoo!
League flrst team after completing 75-120

passes for 1,300 yards and 12 TDs and rushe—

Ing for 701 yards and seven TDs.

Ploaso turn to Page 4

Mercy wants title back;
North prepares defense

By Dan O'Maara
statl writer

Farmington Hills Mercy coach
Terri Eudy-Teeters is confident the
Marlins will regain the Catholic
League swim champlonshlp Sunday.

Mercy had lts string of 23 consecu-
tlve titles snapped by Blrmingham
Marian last year but hopes to begln
a new streak Sunday at Qakland Uni-
versity.

The swimming pretlminarles start
at 9 a.m., the diving at noon and the
finalsat 2p.m.

"I scored the meet and, without
diving, we're 57 points ahcad,”
Eudy-Tecters said. “You can never
underestimate the oppositlon, but we
are a champlonship meet team. Our
girls know what's Important.

"1 bave a real good feeling about
it. If we put a challenge in front of
them, they have the confidence and
they have the hard work behlnd
them.”

EUDY-TEETERS dida't stack her
lineup to ensurc a victory tast year,
using every swimmer on the team
and putting state-meet quallfiers in
off eveats. She wilt do so agaln this

car.

“It’s the Catholic League strategy,
to be honest,” she sald. “Everyone
swims and everyone wins.”

Her reason for structuring the
lincup that way also Is due to the
state meet belng Just five days later,
That makes It diffleult for
swlnmers to recover in time to
swim thelr best, especially If they
swim thelr best cvents twice with
little rest.

Eudy-Teeters will make some ex-
ccptlons for some of her top scntors,
however. Katie Knipper will swim
the breaststroke and Mandy Speer
the backstroke,

S

swimming

“We have seniors whe have put In
their dues, and we'll give them a
shot at gaing out as Catholic League
champions,” Eudy-Teeters sald. “We
try 10 let them swim in-the event
they conslder their best because
they've carned It."”

Mercy, co-champlon of the Oak-
1and County meet, has the top-seeded
swimmer or relay team in cvery
cvent but the 100-yard [reestyle.

ANDREA HOEFLEIN — ‘one of
the most talented sophomores in the
stale,” according to Eudy-Tecters —
also will swim her regular events,
the 200 and 500 freestyles.

“Because she’s a distance kid, she
can do that and come back," Eudy-
Tecters said. “And she was sick last
week and necds to get back on track
10 her events. Basically, she has had
abreak.”

‘The Marlins will put thelr best
medley relay In the water, too. Jen-
ny McCombs, Knlpper, Spcer and
Erika Smith wlll try to break the
Ieague record of 1:49.87.

McCombs ia top secded in the IM
and butterfly and Smith the 50 free-
siyle, Amy Dombrowski was un-
defeated In league duals and s the
lavorite to win the dlving competi-
tlon, according to Eudy-Teeters.

North Farmington has won two
straight Western Lakes Actlvitles
Axsociation girls champlonships and
three of the last four, but other
league powers hope to dethrone the

. Raiders this year. The WLAA finals

are 6 p.m. Friday at Piymouth Sa-

em.
"A realistic goal for us is to finish
|

in the top six,” North coach Patrick
Duthic sald, “Others will certainly
be favored ahead of us.

“THE KIDS HAVE donc a real
finc job at North Farmingten, but we
had some unfortunate things happen

- and we're a little short right now."

Seven Individuals either did not
return from last season or left the
team during the season. Plus, North
no longer has cither All-America
Kerry Doran, who won the IM and
butterfly last year, or backstroke
champ Julianne Markey.

The Raiders do have sentor Karrie
Krang, the reigning champ In the 100
and 200 freestgles, She will have
competition from Livonia Church-
ill’'s Tara Ditchkoff and Livonia Ste-
venson's Jamie Anderson in the 200
and Churchill’s Ellen Lessig in the

00,

“We hope to get a few more quali-
fied for siate and to do as well as we
can,” Duthle sajd. "The atmosphere
1s the same as it has been jn the past.
We reatlze we're not in the champi-
onship picture, bui our attltude is
real good. The kids are still exclted
about the meet and they should be.”

Divers from the three Farmington
schools should do well, according to
Duthie, Harrison’s Elaina Trager,
North's Mandy Tertell and Elyse
Turner and Farmington's Nicole
Gerwatowsk! have the potential to
score well In the WLAA. The top
Harrlson swimmers are Stacey
Krause, Dana Dizon and Lisa
Schaner. Farmington's best arc Jill
Hawkins and Becky Weary,

0 2-2 overall with consecutive losses to Bir-
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Read the latest research report on the
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