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Jaguars familiar Harrison foe

By Dan O'Mesra
stat writer

The calendar says it's November of 1991, and
the high school football playoffs are sttll In the
reglonal phase.

So that means Farmington Harrison and Allen
Park are due to play each other again. The bi-
annual, odd-year meetings have become a tradl-
tlon for the perennial powers.

For the third time in {five scasons, the Hawks
and Jaguars will cross pathes In post-season play
at 1:30 p.m. Saturday. Harrison s ranked No. 1 in
Class BB, Allen Park No. 8.

‘The Hawks won 29-6 In the 1987 playoff opener
and 28-8 in the 1989 reglonal final. Those games
were played at Alten Park, but this year they play
at Harrison. .

"Every time we play Farmington Harrison they
glve us a good spanking,” Allen Park coach Ed
Bellas sald, "Why wouldn't {Harrison coach John
Herrington) think he's golng to spank us again.”

HERRINGTON - MIGHT think his coaching
frlend 1s setting a trap, lylng in wait to ambush
Harrison, especlally since Bellas has labeled the

+ '91 team hia best at Allen Park. )

“He told me this would be his best tcam and he
sure hoped they got a shot at playing us," Herring-
ton sald.

“When I was at the all-star game with John, he
told me it was the best tcam he ever had, too,”
Bellas sald, adding Herrington doesn't llke to
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also be concerned about Allen Park's
multlple formations. Herrington sald
he charted §3 variatlons from which
the Jaguars ran 250 plays. Only To-

football

football

compare teams and risk offending alumni. “I
don't have to be concerned with that. I'm golng to
tell you — this Is the best team I've ever bad.”

A win would give the Allen Park program a
tremendous boost. To go anywhere in the phyolh
tha Ja always have to go through Harriso:
eventually, anda vlctory would not only get A!Ieu
Park over that hump but prove (o its detractors it
Is @ legltimate state power,

“How can we cstablish anything when we can't
get out of the reglon?" Belias said. "They're No.
14 In the country, and the mystique is there.

“But we're OK. We're just humble, little Allen
Park down here trying to build a winning tradl-
tion.”

THE JAGUARS HAVE done well in that regard
under Belles, who began coaching at Allen Park
In 1956 and came out of reurement in 1984 to
restore the program,

The Jaguars are 60-12 in the regular season
since his retun and have qualified for the
playolis four of the last five years. Allen Park
2lso has won the Tri-Rlver League champlonship
flve consecutive years, six of the last eight.

With a junlor-dominated team last year, the
Jaguars were looking ahead to a rematch with

oast

Harrison when they were upset by Auburn Hilla
Avondale In the first round, according to Bellas.

Despite having the “best group af klds we've
every assembled,” Bellas docsn't know If that will
be enough tor Allen Park to finally get the better
of Harrison.

“I never go into a game thinking the kids will
lose, but you have to realistic,” he sald. “We're

. golg‘ghup agalnst the best 1o the state.

is is my best. If we lose, 1 gave it my best
shot. There's no embarrassment In loslng to them.
Two good teams will be on the tield, and Lhe best
team is golng to win."

THE HAWKS WILL try to galn their sixth
straight reglona! champlonship and semifinal
berth, and Herrington thinks that alone should
motlvate a team.

“Idon’t think you need all those things as incen-
tive,” he sald. *“They might add a llttle extra hype
to the game, but being In the state playoffs should
be enough incentive.”

The tcams played one common opponent, Dear-
born Helghts Crestwood. Harrison won 49-8 and
Allen Park 39-16, but the Jaguars had two touch.
downs called back in their game.

‘They seem evenly matched in terms of points,
too. Allen Park averages slightly more on offense,
;mt the Hawks have allowed a little less on de-

ense.

Bellas said Crestwood coach Floyd Carter told
him ‘Coach: I've played both of you, and the team
that makes the fewest mistakes will win.'

S balanced “offense

back last year. Coach
{Steve) Dollaway recommended we
{ry him at end, and he has been out-
standing at that position.”

Sealor Dan Hight returned last

ledo Central Cathollc came close to

week alter missing {lve games with

matchlog such diversity.

Bellas said the Jaguars have been
dolng that, running anything from a
single wing to no backs, for the last
¢lght years and doesn’t thlnk the
Hawks will be confused by it.

"“They spanked us In two previous
tries, and we're dolng nothlng differ-

‘We’ve forced a lot of teams into bad
situations. If we get scored on in the

ftirst series, we'll come back and play
hard.’

— John Herrington

a broken collarbone and will start at
swingback and safety. Senlor Greg
Piscopink (knee) dressed for practice
Monday and was to be evaluated on
a day-to-day basis. Herringlon s
hopeful he can play Saturday.

Allen Park has not allowed more
than onc TD In each of its last five

ent,” he sald. “His offense is the
same; his defense is the same. Noth-
Ing has changed.”

Allen Park does have belter ath-
letes this time, Bellas added. Gam-
ble (5-10, 179) shares ime at upback
with Ricky Vlllalobos (5-7, 250}, and
the swingback is Balog (5-8, 173).

Gamble also plays defensive end,
Villalobos . noscguard and Balog
monsterback. Prisby has-flve Inter-
ceptions at safety. Other two-way
players are end Brian Sizemore (5-9,
174), tackles Dan Richardson (6-7,
218) and Craig Hickey: (6-3, 257),
end/detensive back Mark Meyer (6-
S, 180). A good defensive player is
tackle Rob Feclarelli {8-1, 210). All
are senlors except Meyer.

While Allen Park has a more di-
verse offense, the Jaguars will face
the usually strong Harrison defense,
espectally agalnst the run.

THE HAWKS bave allowed only
13 points in the first three quarters
of ail thelr games comblned. Unuil
the Toledo CC contest, the (irst-team
defense hadn't allowed & TD in the
flrst 38 minutes of any game.

“We've forced a lot of teams into
bad situations," Herrington said. “If
we get scored on in the first series,
we'll come back and play hard, We
had a lot of adversity (in the Crest-
wood game) and came back.”

“I don't know f they're as explo-
sive as when they had (Mlll) Cole-
man, but this might be his toughest
defense,” Bellas said. “Those
Gloetzner brothers scare me. One

Harrison coach

would be bad enough but there's four
of them. We'll just get out of thelr
wa!

Llnebanker Mlke Pescl {6-2, 205)
Ieads the Harrison defense with 108
tackles, and he also has four Inter-
ceptions and two fumble recoveries.
He's another college prospect with
Ivy League academic and athletle
potential.

“We think he should be an all-state
foatball player,” Herrington said.
“He's the glue that holds the defense
together. He has the most savvy of
any player on our team. When (re-
crulters) start sceing fllm of him,
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AUTHORITY|

Wo offer the finest gelectlon

Madlson Helghts « 32101 John R. Rd.
Waterford + 277 Summilt Drive
Livonia » 30280 Plymouth Road

they'll recognize what a fine player
he ls.”

Other key defenders have been
senlors and flrst-year starters John
Splsz at tackle and Rip Wollf at end,
Splsz (5-10, 200) ks the second-leading
tackler with 82, and Wolf (5-10, 165)
has been an excelient contaln man.
Hls 52 stops ranks third on the team.

“SPISZ IS OUR fastest man up,

front, and he makes a 1ot of tackles
slanting from the back slde,” Herr-
ington sald. "“He's the smallest line-
man but quietly gets the job done.
“Wolff has been an unbellevable

surprise to us. He was a substitute
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games but wlll have to stop Roy
Granger, who has scorcd 31 thls
year, He rushed for 264 yards last
week and has 1,413 overall, averag-
ing 7.9 per carry.

Bellas calls Granger “another
Houdini” — an eluslve, escape artist
as was Coleman — but also ks wary
of the passing threat posed by Andy
Fitzpatrick, who has completed 74 of
140 passes for 1,314 yards and 19
TDs. Duante Anderson (18-394-4),
Matt Gordon {13-241-5) and Granger
{18-308-6} are his top recelvers,

Granger has gotten many of his
yards behind the blocking of two-
way scnfor Jason Gloetzner {(6-2,
256), who “has been outstanding at
offenslve tackle,” Herrington sald.
“I think he's best at that pesitlon,
and we run over him a lot. People
know we're going to run over him,
but we do It anyway."

Rice meets Ramblers =

By Marty Budner
staff writor

A3 a Detroit fireman, Ray Barr
1s used to heat

So the third-year Fraser coach
hwm be and his Ramblers are in
Jfor a blazing battle Saturday in 2
Class A reglonal champlonship
glme 1t wlil be played 1: 30 pm. ll
Fraser High School.

Frnur located in the heart of
Macomb County, will play veteran
playoft partlcipant Brother Rlce
lor the first time.

“WE'RE SO happy to be plxylng
In this game,” Barr said,
the flrst time for me, perwnally, ln
the playoffs. We're golng to bave
fun and it's a very rewarding fcel-
Ing to be playing at Lhis time of the
year.”

Fraser, which qualified as the
third-best team in Reglon IV, Is
making its second playoff appear-
ance: The Ramblers were Class A
runners-up In 1981, losing tba
cm:mplonshlp game to Escanaba,

By contrast, thls is Rice’s elghth
post-season appearance. The War-
riors enter the game as defending
Class A champlons and owners of a
proud 19-3 playoff record.

Barr is very famillor with
_Brother Rlce and Its program, hav-
ing spent 14 years as an assistan{
or head coach at Warren De-
LaSalle, which plays in the Catho-
lle League with Rice. He admits
the Rambler coaching staff knows
more about Rice than his players,

“Qur kids don't even know about
a so-called Rice mystique,” Barr
sald. “They know Rice Is a good

Shamrocks play Ford

team and Lhey are the defendlng
state champlons. Sure, I'm famillr
with them. But {t's not what X
know; it's what we as coaches can
get across to the players,”
What Barr will tell I.Ius Ramblefs;
{2 that Rice brings an unimpressive !
but very decclvlng. 7-3 record an
the game. That Includes five rtw.
lar-season games agalnst event:
state playoff participants — all af
whlch are still allve,
“1 HAVE A lot of respect lor Al'
Frncasa and his program,” sald -
“He Is one of  the ll.nul
colcbn I know. I even send
quarterbacks to hls summer!
camps. He does a great job with )
them. He runs one of the most dis- |
ciplined programs I have ever'
seen,” i
‘The Warriors barely qualified ;
for the playeffs, finishing fourth in-
their reglon. But Rice opened the .
tournament by eliminating:

deleat

and previously
ed Blrmingham Seaholm in Iut
week's pre-regional game, 14-7,
The game should feature a pa]r«
of outstandlng defenses.

The Ramblers have allowed only 1
104 points on the scason (29 in a;
loss to Chippewa Valley) with three
—shutouts.—Rlce_has_allowed _115.1.
polnts in lis 10 games with two’
shutouts,

One of the maln threats that got:
Fraser to where It's at is the
ning abllity of senior tallback Sean:
Penzack, a cousin of Jason Penzak:
who hclpcd Jead Rice (o last yenr’a
state Utle.
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He gained 225 yards rushing on 14 carries and scored three 'l'D:
agalnst Fordson and each week amazes Marshall with his progress,

“He couldn't hand the ball off, throw the ball three yards or do any- .
thing at the start of the season,” Marshatl said. “But he's a hard worker, |

smart, dependable and shows

ise.”

The Trojan backfleld includes §-foot-2, 210-pound tailback Damand
Rush, who has more than 800 yarda rushing, and Leon Merrlit, a sopho- *
more fullback who alrcady stands 8-2 welghs 207 pounds. Merritt leads.
the team with more than 900 yards, Marshall said.

THE FASTEST player on the fleld Sulurduy will be Landell Bright, a
und receiver who can "flat out fly,” according to Marshal),
Junlor )nebacker Joe Herman leads CC with 84 tackics but the leader
is senlor linebacker Gary Stegall, who has 83 tackles and dellvers devas. |
tating blocks when he lines up in the Shamrocks® offensive backfietd. - -
“Gary Is onc of the tnnghu( kids you'll ever meet,” Mach sald. “He's
the best offenslve blocker we've cver had. The Ilnemen open the holu

-5, 130-pot

and he picks up the lincbackers.”

CC placekicker Kerry Zavagale could be the difference in a closc
game and Mach hopes the senlor can reach the end zone with bis
kickoffs. Zavagnin had trouble getilng hls footing agatnst Pontiac Cen-
tral and Khan Powell took advantage, returnlng one of Zavagain's short ;

klckoffs for an 89-yard TD,

“I'd prefer Mr.. Zavagnln put his kickoffs into the end zone,” Mucl\
sald, “1 hope we get the chanee to kick off a number of times,"

metabolic welght control was made
by oiher diet programs. With a far
unwantrd pounds extremely rapidly and safely.

Maintain your new weight forever without dicting!h!f!
With the special enzyme formula Metabolase. It is now posaible to reduce your usual welght by up
to 10% or to maintain the weight loss after dieting. without changing your normal lifestyle or

FOOD LOVER’S DIET

To introduce o new approach to aitl!ng. free diet pills were given to 50 people. With The Omicron
Diet, ane man lost 11 pounds In 5 days and one woman lust 18 pounds in 10 days. The average
weight Joss was over a pound a day for woinen and over 2 pounds a day for men.
Dlet is a revolutionary new concept for unbiclicvably fast
ptoven by National Llirtary Research of Washlngtun,

by the

w:l%hl loss developed and clinically
his sigaificant br:nklhlaugh in

The Omicron

of natural y

u]ung with real food, you shed

2.To hear listings In
Ooklond Cwnty 9255 1

Pres the numb-v 1ot ihe tity
you ore knleresied kn:

pharmacics without a prescription.

Pregrest)
un oerron

CLARKSTON e
3790 Oriomrtn B¢
s
oeaARBORN HOINTS
.
01 Trwg e $70 L

Bemwrd O
0 van Ban 137 1928

cating hablts. Availabie through physiclans since 1982. the enzyme formula is now avallable in
glurl enjoying the foods you love to eat without fear of galning

EIHEE S AP

nOYAL DA

ot Onp

GI7E 7
37 et
S
v
1 e
305wave

weight. Metabolase now available at
ALLEN PARK orthoit t LILY PINCRNEY METABOMSE
Rt AT mian BTIITAN R e i 0T 104y 14,05
on VR gy 14
- eyl ML Gogm oLt 0 Tabkets - D&y soply °22.88
ALEENER,  EETIIIOM wien
Wea s § Pearmacy e € anvar P e - - "
T rnm T e e e 120 Tbies - 40 dop swpply *32.953
— v, Py o adiied wm‘ et rees 3T ) ABHE)
o =20 11 CLam Jroncy
e en FELRTe e s e
i om focucsten NS ease STV bres 113

e
0. 11741

Come Own
e e Praainy

~om

plici. ]
ot partr 8

To heat Islings In
Weyne County ,..PRESS 2
ot

Wae have enother place for you to check after you've chocked
ow Reot Estate section for Open Houses.

11's our now HoMeLINE service.
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