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'Home-grown

talent thrives in

opera company

Gilbert and Sullivan's operelta
“The Mikado” opens Nov. 15 at
the Fisher Theatre for 15 perfor-
mances. For ticket information,
call MOT at 874-SING.

By Willlam Coutant
slaft writer

“—Although the Michigan Opera Thes—
atre has become one of the top com-
panles of its slze in the country, it
has always been a home-grown en-
te:

S5 i DiCatera fo it cast, MOT bas
taken advaniage of the wenl(h of tal-
ent in Southeast Michigan. And those
many performers have not only tak-

. In many Instances, have used M
“.as a springboard to other area per-
formances and even national ap-
pearances.

Some MOT performers, like Mary
Catlaghan Lynch, have been with the
company since “ihe carly days”
when productlons were fewer, and
udiences were lcss sure of what to
xpect. Lynch, who will appear in
e lead role for “The Mikado" be-
glanlng Nov. 15, started with the
* company 13 years ago.

... "I started In the chorus” sald

“ Lynch. *“Then I got small roles. Then

I played the leading role of Yum-
. Yum In *The Mikado 10 years ago.”

BUT LYNCH s not just appearing
wlth the group simply because she's
avallable or lives In the arca. The
Blrmingham mother of (wo has
played Yum-Yum four times, has
worked with other production com-
pacies and is now a full-time per-
former.

"1 do some commercial work in
radlo,” she sald. “And 1 contlaue to
take lessons and do some coachlng.”

rprise.
From its founder and dircctor Da-

s enpart in the company’s success, but .

MOT also depends on many talent-
ed performers, like Patricia Plero-
bon of Trey, who are not full-Uime.
Pierobon, a chorus performer for six
scasons with MOT, came in with a
strong opera background.

"I performed with the Scottlsh Na-
tiona Opera,” said the Troy mother
of twa in her native country’s accent.

I never really had a chance to pur-

“sge a carcer bere™

But with her children grown, Pi-
erobon has had a chance to practice,
ke voice lessons, and re-hone her
vocal sklls. Pierobor s quite happy
16 be a member of the chorus. She
also likes itallan opera the best and
performed the MOT's prodiction of
'L-'l Traviata™ In 1990.

ROSALIN GAUSTELLA, a per-
former with MOT ‘since 1985, haa
scen her repertolre  grow . from
strictly chorus paris to Include some
salo work.

JLik¢ 'many of the company's per-
formers, the Plymouth resident
works with other area companies, In-

cluding the Warren Symphony Or- .

chestra, And like mest MOT mem-
bers, Gaustella has a busy family
lite. And her experience with MOT?
That's also typleal.

“I've had a very good experience,”
the mother of three said. “The peo-
ple are good to work with.”

Paul Silver, a veteran of 16 MOT
produclions, has found 2 way to com-
bine a business carcer with his love
of musica] theater.

"Eleven years ago I audltioned on
the phone on a dare,” said the 29-
year-old Troy resident. “Thad to sing
over the phone.”

Silver won the part as an extra in
“Fidelio” and has been performing
with the company ever since.

"I felt really intlmldated by op-
cra,” Silver said. "But onee 1 saw
one, I was rcally hooked."

Michigan Opera Theatre has thrived, in part, because of the
avallabllity of talented performers and statt who llve in
southeastern Michigan. Lending their talents to MOT's produc-

SILVER, WHO is a network mana-
ger for a computer marketng com-
pany, said there is a lot to learning
cven a small part in an opera.

“Although I've perfermed mostly
in Itallan, we've had productions In
Pollsh, German and French, We
don't have ta be fluent, but we have
to know what we're saylng.”

And Silver said MOT's audlence is
getting  younger, If so, longtime
Livonla resident Deloris Tobis prob-
ably has something to do with It.
Tobis, who has five grown daughters,
arranges MOT presentatlons for

- Los Angeles Plano Quartet

With the prellferation of aumer-
ous chamber groups in thls country,
it may seem that there Is little left to
say that haso't been already said.
Yet, some groups sucessfully tap
Into some categories that, wp to re-
cently, recelved only a limited
amount of special attentlon.

The Los Angeles Ptano Quartet is
such a group. Conslsting of pianist
James Bonn, vlolinist Joseph Genu-
aldi, viollst Randolph Kelly and cel-
lst Peter Rejto, this group features
a repertoire almost completely dedi-
cated 10 the plano quartet literature.

Unlike the proliflc literature of
the string quartet, the repertolre of
the plano quartet Is rather limited.

Its most established items — such
as the threc piano quartets by
Brahms and the one In G minoe by
Mozart — were not featured on the
program offered at the Cranbrook

House on Nov. 5, an event of the
Cranbrook Guild series, Instead, we
were offered an insight Into some of
the less exposed works.

THE LEAST established of these
is the work by the comtemporary
American composer John Harblson.

schools and groups throughout the
state. Presentations for kindergar-
teners to sixth graders Include "Lit-
tle Red Riding Hoed," a one-act op-
cra by Mozart based on a famillar
story for kids. Older students and
adulls may sce a Broadway show.

“It serves a dual purpose,” Tobis
said. “We need to have future sup-
porters of the arts. But there is also
enrichment. A lot of people hear the
word opera and say ‘yuck, " she
said. “They think of a fat lady sing-
ing. This Is a way to show them what
opera really 1s.”

taps into

Avigdor
Zaromp

1ts lengthy title is of its
unusual frame: "Nov. 19, 1928: Hal
lucinations in four episodes for plano
and steing trio.”

This 1988 work Is a tribute to
Schubert, who died on the aforemen-
tioned date and who s presented
here in a futuristle light.

While we may never know how
Schubert would have reacted to this
wnurthodox work, it does otfer some
thought-provoking material even to
those who, like myself, have never
heard this work before.

It
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Now through
November 24

Call 377-3300

for ticket information

The 26th seasont of
Oukland University's
Professional Theatre
Company .

Among its strongest ties with the
past is the fugue In the final move-
ment, suggesting a post-mortem
completlon of a task that Schubert
was assigned by his teacher, Sechter,
and didn’t live long enough to con-
clude.

While the similarity between some
of these bars and Bach's advanced
variations from the “Art of the
Fuguc™ is more than casual, it nev-
crtheless provides good listening.
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THE PIANO quartets in C minor
by Faure and in E flat major by
Schumann de enjoy some Himited ex-
posure.

Faurc, whose light and airy tex-
ture would tend to make his music
closer to that of Debussy than to the
more heavily textured style of Saint
Sacns, sounded 100 close to the latter
on this occasion.

En particular, the crackting Scher-
z0 sounded overweight, losing some
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tion of “The Miksdo” are {left to right) Rosalin Guastelia of
Plymouth, Paul Silver of Troy, Mary Callaghan Lynch of Birming-

ham and Judlih Szefi of Troy.

TOBIS' MESSAGE has not been
lost In southeast Michigan where
MOT has gone from 2 tiny company
wilh two productions a year, to a
company with a full-tlme staff of 30
and the prospect of having its own
theater by 1994. And maybe some of
MOT's success Is due to the varicty
of productions, which range from op-
cra to musical, and even dance.
Tobis said that Ls as it should be.

“That’s why It's called Michigan
Opera Theatre.” she said. “It’s both
opera and theater.”

Silll opera, wlith its targe scale, re-
liance on some of the greatest mas-
ters of classical music, and stories to
match, is the most attracilve vehicle
for many performers.

*“QOpera combines acting and vo-
cals,” sald Lynch. “You have to have
both.

“l have a strong theater back-
ground.” she said. “So Gilbert and
Sullivan has come very easy for me.
It's my forte.”

limited repertoire

of its bouncy agility in this perform-
ance.

But overall, it feli within the
bounds of a valid interpretation that
can be appreciated even by those
who may disagree with some of the
specific details.

The Schumann Quartet.emerged
with cheerful brightness and jntensi-
1y, depicting Schumann in ene of his
more optimistic dispositions, The
forceful rendition of the fInal move-
ment didn't obscure its clarity.

MANY PERFORMANCES of pi-
ano quartets are by members of dif-

Pianist Bonn tends to have a
somewhat dominant role, similar ta
that of Pressler from the Beaux Arts
Trio. Among the strings, vicllnist
Genualdi clearly emerges as second-
tn-command on many occasions.

Much of It, however, Is due to the
deslgn of the music tself. Wherever
there is a need for a team elfort,
there is a good sense of unlly among
all four members.

The Los Angeles Plano Quartet is
a group of four capable artists, to be
sure. But beyond that, they bridge a
most important gap and fulliil an
Important need in thelr area of spe-
[

ferent who

with a member from outside the
group — such as the Beaux Arts Trio
with an extra violist, for example.
Rarely do we hear a group that has
developed its awn sense of integrity
in this under-represented medium.

Avipdor Zaremp, born in Po-
tand, educated in Israel and the
United States, has a Ph.D. in
math and has studied piono, mu-
sic theory and history.
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