Playwright explores ‘Ties That Bind’

By Willlam Coutant
statf writer

Blrmingham playwright Kilty S.
Dubln can Idcnt,lly with the lyud
character In ber play “Ties That
Bind,” but not just because she s in
1he same Line of work.

The play, in its-flrst run at The
Purple Rose Theatre in Chelsea, re-
volves around Dr, Karen Bloom, a
psychologlst whose best-selling book

about personal relationships thrusts
ber Into the eelebrity spotlight. Her
sudden success on the lecture and
talk-show circult interferes with her
personal cllents and nearly destroys
her awn 10-year marriage.

“What I wrlite about Is relation-
ships in the '90s,” sald Dubln, who
like the play’s lead, counsels individ-
uals and couples. “What's happened
is that women have been told to ful-
{1l themselves and have a carcer.
Men have been tald to be more sup-
portive,

“That’s all well and good,”" she
sald. "But the change Ls an extreme-

ly slow process, You have to fInd-

your own way. Very few of us are
there.”

AND THEREIN lies the struggle
of the lead character, Dr. Karen
Bloom, and her husband, another
couple and the talk-show host who
helpa promote Bloom's book.

“There are seven characters ln the
play and five of them go through
major journeys,” Dubln sald,

That growth in characler is some-
thing most of us have to grapple
with in our daily Lives, where often
husbands and wives both work while
having a family. Dubln has been
mareled 22 years and has a 14-year-
old son,

. The play’s message was not lost on
T. Newell Kring, artistic director for
‘The Purple Rose when hesaw It in a
reading at the Hilberry Theatre on
the Wayne State Unlversity campus.

“l saw a lot of potential in the
script,” he sald. “The dialogue made
sense, it had o beglnnlng, middle and
an end, and Its message rings true.”

“Tles That Blnd” has the qualitles

that audlences, both “trained and un-
tralned” In listening for a script's
subtletles, can enfoy, Kring said.

ALTHOUGH DUBIN wrote her
first. play in 1971, she really began
her best work in 1985, after a long
time away from her craft. Slnce ‘65
her plays have been performed at
the Jewlsh Ensemble Theatre, State
Falr Theatre and Wayne State Unl-
versily. She bas also produced a
play, "The Last Resort,” in Texas in
1988. This will be her first produc-
Uon staged at the Purple Rose, Her
newfound success makes sense, Du-
bin sald,

“I'm in a stage ln my Uife when
I've lost my fear of rejection, have

AS TO HER writing future? Dubln
sald she’ll see how “Tles' plays, but
plans to continue writlng.

‘I'm going to take llfe as it
comes,” she sald. “But I know I'll
keep writlng.”

"Ties That Bind" will begin per-
Jformances Thursday, Nov. 14 ot
the Purple Rose Theatre Compa-
ny's Garage Theatre, 137 Park
Street in Chelsea. The show will
-play Thursdays through Satur-
days at 8 p,m. with Sunday mati-
nees at 2 pm, for a limited en-
gagement of iz weeks through
Dec. 22.

Tickets are $17 for Fridays and

the and to say,”
she sald.
Kring sald "Tlu That Bind” is the

third play written by a Michigan
playwright to be performed at the
Chelsca theater, The Purple Rose, a
not-for-profit theater, will try to
showcase plays from Michigan and
the Midwest as much as posslble, he
safd.

and $13 for Thursday
and Sunday performnances. Five
lower-priced preview perfor-
mances will run from Thursday,
Nov. H through Nov. 21 with tick-
ets costing $10. All tickets for
Opening Night, Friday, Nov. 22,
are $25. For reservations, call the
theater box office at (313) 475-
7902.
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Birmingham playwright Kitty Dubin's new play, “Ties That
Bind,"” premlers at the Purple Rose Theatre in Chelsea Nov. 14.
The play’s focus is relnllomhlp: in the '80s and the struggles

faceinb

career with their family

tife. Bubin, who Biso norkl as a counselor, has been actively

writing plays since 1985.
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__things to do_

@ STAR CLIPPER
Celtlc Group and Mlchigan Star

Clipper Hold audltions fer '0] Christ-

mas show and ‘92 musicals and mys-
teries, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 14 and
3-9 p.m. Nov. 18 on The Star Clipper,
B40 North Pontlac Trall In Walled
Lake (at Pontlac Trall and W.
Maple). Needed are vocallsts, musl-
clans (pianlsts, keyboardlsts, electric
bass, and saxophone, clartnet play-
ers) and actors with a background in
stand up comedy or improvisational
theater. Bring a resume, plcture and
auditlon tape if avallable, To make
an appointment, call 454-0054.

® SOUND CREW

Jerry McKenzie's Sound Crew per-
forms Nov. 15-16 al the Bird of Par-
adise nightclub on Ashley Street In
downtown Ann Arbor. The group

conslsts of four Observer & Eccen-
tric area musicans: drummer Jerry
McKenzle, plonist Matt Michaels,
Jack Brokensha on vibes and Dan
Jordan on bass. Sets will be played
at 9:30 and 11 p.m. as well as 12:30
a.m. each night. Dress Is casual. For
reservatlons, call £62-8310,

® TROY PLAYERS

Troy Players present the romantle
comedy "How the Other Half Loves™
8 p.m. Nov 15-17, Nav. 22.23 at the
Troy Communlty Center, Blg Beaver
at 1075, Tickets $8 adults, §7 senfors
and students. For Informnllon. call
879-1285,

® DETROIT SYMPHONY

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra’s
13th annual Hudson's Metre Tour
will bring the symphony to Novi 8

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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Celebrate The
Tradilion of Thanksgiving
with Machus Red Fox

lﬁumfn\‘, November 28

7:00 pon.

p.m. Saturday, Nov. 18 at Novi High
School's Fuerst Audltorium, 24062
Taft Road. For ticket informatlon,
call 344-8300.

@ COMEDY

Hal Roach, Ireland's (nternational
comedian, wlll perform at'a fund-ra-
(ser benefitilng the Leglonaires of
Christ at the Detroit Athletle Club, 6

p.m., Saturday, Nov. 18. The $100
yer plate glnner Incluges cocktails,
entertainment, and mini auction.
For Information, call 338-4923.

® PHILOMUSICA

Phitomusica Chorus performs
p.m, Sunday, Nov. 17 at SL. Michacls
Church, 25225 Code Road, (Ten Mile
Road, two blocks west af Lahser).
The Phllomusica Chorus repertoire
ranges from the Baroque (cantatas

FREE
AIRLINE
TICKET

DRAWING

OPEN
NOV.

by Bach, Handel and Telemann) into
the early 20th century (Debussy, El-
gar, Gralnger and Stanford). For
ticket Informatlon, call 546-4254 or
775-4450.

@ AUCTION

Third annual Lights, Camera, Auc-
ticn to benefit handicapped and un-
derprivileged children, 530 pm.
Sunday, Nov. 17, at the Northland
Theatre, Southlicld. For informa-
tion, call B55-6440.

® FARMINGTON PLAYERS
Farmington Players “Bus Stop”
Willlam Inges, modern Ameri¢an
masterpicce has roles for three
women, and five men of various
ages. Auditions, 7 p.m. Wednesday.
Nov. 20 at the players barn, 32332
Twelve Mile Road, Farminglon

“CRUISI%(NIGHT” .
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4:00 pm-8:00 pm

Your racation s
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CRUISES LTD. ...TRAVELCORP. INC.

DN, Wootbward = Suite 199 » “Pinchurst Bldg.

Blanmfield Iills

R.S.V.P. 646-5080 or 646-6770

Hills, (one half mlle west of Orchard
Lake Road). call
455-3084 or 569-!095

® TROY THEATRE ENSEMBLE

The Troy Theatre Enscmble pre-
sents the classic Pulitzer Prize com-
edy, "You Can"t Take it With You,”
7:30 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21-23 at the
“Troy High School Pefforming Arts
Center, 3179 Livernois Troy.
seats are $4, reserved seating. For
reservations, information, call 689-
0644 cxt, 262 or 689-5007.

Craft Show

Michigan’s Largest!

Over 125 Country Cratismen

OAKLAND
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

2900 Featherstone Road
Auburn Hills, Michigan

NOVEMBER 15 & 16
Friday - 410 9
Saturday - 100 §

The largest show of its kind
in Michigan, Over 125 of
your favorite Midwest
exhibitors. Thousands of
handcrafted itlems, gourmet
foods, gilts, toys, dolls,
decorations & much more!

\  313-754-3461 /

All

[ ] U M ALUMNAE

of Alumnae
Cluh of Blrmingham Guest night din-
ner at the Bloomfield Hills Country
Club, 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 21.
Speaker, U-M baseball coach, Bill
Frechan, Call Dolly Johnson, 646-
5538 for reservations.

Wedding Rehearsal Dinners
Christmas Parties Welcome
PLEASE CALL ANYTIME! l
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$2 Any Large Pizza l

or Large Antipasto or |}
ou Large Greek Salad
L X

Fealuring a complete turkey dinner,
incleding pumpkin pic and beverage.

MICHIGAN OPEIRA THEATRE
presents
Gilbert and Sullivan's

© | THE MIKADO

ar—
For Thanksqiving Dinnee without the fuss...

AL A s

Adufts $17,25
Chifdren (under 10) - $8.95

Reservations 620-1200
o070 Telegtuph R:l Blovmbeld Hills

‘Call 644-1400, ext, #5403

Pioase Cali For Roservalioas By Nov. 26
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Woudward ul lnng Lake Road * Bleomlictd Milis » 6420100 s

asical comedy

The Junior Group

GOODWILL .
ANTIQUES SHOW ‘ :

Acclaimed performer will h \e famil
appear in recital at

Orchestra Hall.

IN RECITAL SERIES

* Funnicr then ever after 106 years!
Enjoy all ot your favorite Gilbest and Sullivan tanes.

cning Performun

Nov. 15,16, 21,22, 23, 29.& 30
Nov 17, & 24 - 0:30 pim

M

Wed.. Nov. 20, 8:00 p.

N pm

to bonotit Alicia de Lamrocha, juass N, 2 | p
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES OF GREATER DETROIT Nov 23 & 3 2 pm
November 15, 16, 17, 1991 Nov, 2308 Deel 1 130 pm

Friday 11:00 o.m. - 5:00 p.m. SPECIAL FAMILY PERFORMANCE
Salurday November 3tat 2 pa
Sunday Cliuldren's tichers STO00™ = Gl seats and sevtions,
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GENERAL ADMISSION $8.00
Special Ratas for Gtoups of Sonior Citizens

PREVIEW
Thursday, November 14, 7:00-10:00 p.m.
Cocklalls & Gourmet hors d'osuvres
Benelacior $125  Patron $10D » Sponsor $ 50
MICHIGAN STATE FAIRGROUNDS
Gate 5 on Woodward Avenuo « Detroit, Michigan
Ticket Informatlon {313) 549-3150
EOWIN T PALKO, Manager  BUSSELL CARRELL, Consutant

wluly

s rendus tion i spesared by
@¥ichiganBel yg
Tickets $11- $59
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