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White
chemical foam
used to douse
the huge fire
covers what's
loft of the
gasoline
tanker and the
surrounding
area {above).
The tanker had
been carrylng
about 13,000
galions of
gasoline.
Firetighters
needed about
30 minutes to
put out the
blaze.
Farmington
Hilla
Airefighters
(right) stand
by on the
Mcadowbrook
Road bridge
over 1-981n
Novi. |

Fiery freeway
crash claims
life of driver

By Ryan Tutsk
stat! writer

A truck carrying gasoline over-
turned and exploded on wesibound I-
96 just west of Farmington Hills
Tuesday, klliing the driver and
spraying flames above the
Meadowbrook Road overpass and on
to a plckup truck travellng east.

John Zlants, 32, of Novi, was the
driver and fone occupant, said Rick
Cramer, general manager of M&L
Petroleum in Mt Pleasant, which
owned the tanker,

Ziants had worked for M&L for
two years, Cramer sald. .

Witnesses said the tanker's cab
blew a steering-tire on the driver's
slde, collided into the cement med|-
an and then rolled over three lanes
into the ditch on the highway’s north
side around 1120 a.m.

“He blew a tire, went up against
the median and lost control of the
truck,” sald Bruce Dawson of West-
land, who saw the accident while
driving cast on I-96.

THE TANKER, carrying between
13,000 and 14,000 gallons of gasoline,
spilled the fuel across the highway,
igniting several fires on both sldes of
the median. Only the tanker's frame,
bare wheels and burned-out cab re-

+ mained,

“I've never scen flames that high
in my life,” said Don Mingerink of
Grand Rapids, who was drlving east
on 1-96.

“I heard an explosion and a bang. I
fooked n tmy rear-view mirror and

The view from the Meadowbroo!
shows {ratflc halted In both directions as firefighters battle a

gasoline tanker blaze,

‘Pve never seen flames
that high in my life. |
heard an explosion and
a bang. | locked in my
rear-view mirror and
Just saw the bridge and
whole truck in flames. |
didn't slow down right
away if you know what
t mean.’

— Don Mingerink

crash witness

Jjust saw the bridge and whole truck
in flames. [ didn't slow down right
away If you know what I mean.”

A driver and passenger of a plck-
up truck heading east on 1-96 jumped
out of the moving vehicle after it
caught fire. They told a reporter
they suffered no major injuries.

Firclighters from Novl extin-
guised the flames around noon and
doused the tanker with chemical
foam, with assistance from Farm-
ington Hills and Commerce Town-
ship departments,

Around noon, authoritles blocked
access to the Meadowbrook Road
overpass, black from smoke, saying
it was unstable.

First Lt. Jack Moullk, of Michigan
State Police, sald he.dldn’t koow of
any other injuries.

Scott Daniel of the Novi News
contributed to this report,

k Road bridge over 1-96 in Novi

Survey says area women
more likely to buckle up

By Joanne Mallszewskl
statl writer

Women In Farmington Hills wear
safety belts more than men.

That’s one of the results of an Oc-
1ober survey taken by the Farming-
ton Amateur Radio Cluh for the
communlty-based Farmington Hills
Buckte Up Committee, spearheaded
by the Farmingion Hills Police De-
partment.

3 ducted three

mommings in carly
October of 2,052
vehicles or driv-
ers, and 148 pas-
sengers  showed
compliance to the
Buckla Up, :tzlc': safety belt
H N aw wds an aver-
FaminglonHils | age 1.8 percent.
”  The women in
that survey wore their safety bells
75.4 percent and the men, 68.7 per-
cent,

These numbers are compared to
an August study that showed a 69.7
pereent average compllance, At that
ime, women drivers and passengers
wore their safety belts 72.4 percent
and the men, 67.5 percent.

“Women may be involved with
shorier trips,” sald Sgt. Ray Cran-
ston of the Farmington Hills Pollce
Department's tralfic sectlon. "Non-
police data shows that women also

The survey, can- -

‘The overall resulits of
approximately 70
percent compliance
are encouraging but
we still have a way to
go so that everyone
appreciates the need
for seatbelt usage.’
— Charles Tanton
survey crew
chairman

of 70 percent. One more survey is
1ed.

“It is difflcult to conclude from
the survey results that there has
been a signlficant Improvement in
scatbelt usage beiween the two sur-
veys (August and October),” wrote
survey crew chaitman Charles Tan-
1on. “The small percentage changes
shown jn the results could be con-
tributed to errors in taking the sam-

le.

F “However, the overall results of
apptoximately 70 percent compli-
ance are cocouraging but we stil]
have a way to go so that cveryone
appreclates the need for scatbelt us-
age™

Beefed-up enforcement of the
salety belt law begin In carnest in

may be more ptible to the me-
dia. They are more likely to read
printed media the klds bring home
(about wearing safcty belts). Women
are more exposed to thele children
and the concepts they learn.”

THE BUCKLE UP program in-
volves the Oakland County Health
Department, the media, Farmington
Public Schools and civic organiza-
tions, |

Along with education and publicl-
ty efforts to urge motorists Lo buekle
up, Farmington HIlls police also
have beefed up enforeement of the
safety belt law. The Buckle Up pro-
gTanv’s goal was a compllance rate

p In July, police issued B3
safety belt violatlons. Sepiember
saw & jump to 189 violations, plus
six child restralnt violatons, Cran-
ston said.

“We had a push for that type of
enforcement. The level of enforce-
ment will remaln higher than [t
was,” he sald.

Cranston and other traffic and po-
lice ofticlals have no doubt that safe.
ty belts have helped reduce deaths
and serlous injuries,

CONSIDER THAT in 1983, 335
people sulfered serious Injurles —
Injurics needing medical attentlon
— and in 1989, 315 received serious

Injuries. In 1990, the number
dropped to 298 and In the {irst rine
months of 1991, 146 peaple recelved
serious injurles.

“It's certalnly a significant contri-
bution (to reducing serious injuries)
with safety belts,” Cranston said.

Keep In mind, that during those
years — any years actually in Farm-
ington Hills — the general tralfic
flow increases 7 percent. “But inju-
ries and accidents also have been
going dawn.”

Though police acknowledge that
for same people safcty belts — par-
ticularly the harnesses — are un-
comfortable, they nonethcless, en-
courage compliance.

“Once you've put the harness un-
der your arm, you have defcated the
purpese of the safcty belt. It is to
protect your upper torso,” said traf-
fic officer Don Fradette.

The safety belt law requires ail
drivers and front scat passengers to
buckle up. Police can ticket violators
only as a sccondary stop, That
means you have (o be stopped for an-
other viclation. When the officer no-
tices you aren't belled when you are
stopped for another violatlon, then
you can be ticketed.

Police can stop you as a primary
stop — which means you don’t need
to be stopped for another violation
tirst — if your chlld under one year
of age isn't in a child car scat in the

front oc back seats. .

As a primary stop, you can be
ticketed if your child 1-4 years of
age is not in a child car scat in the
front scat or in a child car seat or
safety belt in the back seat.

Pollee also can stop you as a sec-
ondary stop if your children ages 4.
16 are not wearing safety belts while
in the front scat or back seat. There
are no legal requirements for pas-
sengers 16 years and older to wear a
safety belt in the back seat.

Violatlon of the safety belt law
carries & $35 fInc and violations of
the chlld restraint law a $60 flne. No
polnts are assessed agalnst your
deiving record. -
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Celebaate 2 20-year tradition this season by attending Deteoir’s premict holiday festival

Your Wassail ovening of Olde English meriment and feasting includes an elaborate threc-cntree
meal and open ha, accompanied by costumed mimes. acrohats, strolling minstrels, jugglers, musicians
and singers. A gift and valet parking complete this sery specis] evening at the muscum.
RESERVE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
DECEMBER 12-14 & 17-21, 1991 » €:30 7O 10:30 PM
CALLTHEDIA TICKET OFFICEFOR TICKETS (313) 833-4005

The Detroit Institute of Ans » 5200 Woodward Avenue + Detroit, M]

AD prenceds vopfaon maseam operstion.




