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ture and particleboard, It can be-
come mildly acidic when molecules
work free and escape in the air. If
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the colorless gas bullds
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parts per million and above, It may
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spective buyers pass on a house
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Board must investigate construction defects or risk lawsuit

There (3 a debate among our con.
domlalun board members as to
whether we have & duty to lovesti.
gate alleged defects and to pursoe a
clnim for constructlon defects. Some
board members think that we shoald
oot apset the apple cart and create
problems, particalarly because they
don’t want to have to spend the mon-

ey.
The board of directors
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Investigate alleged defects and to
pursue claims for constructlon de-

fects. As was indicated at a recent
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a duty to

from determining the scope
magnitede of the problems at the

ty Associations Institute, if they do
not undertake this duty they can and
will be sued. The fact that the cost of
litigation will be potentlally expens

t preclude the board
and

and making & proper
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whether and in what form it should
pursue the developer,
Recently yoo bad an answer to a

veloper. Is l.h:re a law
warranties to & developer?

Yes. Michigan law implles war-
rantles of habltablllty in connection
wlth new construction of residential
houses, notwlthstanding the absence

of a speclfic express warranty, The
law Implles that the developer of a
by way of ex-
ample, will bulld a condominlum

condominlum projy

that Is free from defects

manshlp and matcrials as they re-

lmplying

things.
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are latent, th

lutc to habltabllity, among other

To thc extent that thm defects’

e warranty may well

extend beyond the time period set in
any specllic warranty provided by
the developer under certain clrcum-
stances, You must look at the partic.
ular facts of each case before mak-
ing a fInal determination as to the
extent and applicabillty of any ex-
press or implied warranty. Keep in

mind that there are several implied

warranties that may be Imputed to
u:e builder/developer such as fitness
for a partlcular purpose and compli-
ance with the plans and speelfica-
tlons of the project or unlt.
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