Marilyn Fitchett edlior/853-2102 -

‘Building Scen

@hé @hm&’ruer & IEtten't'tic‘@ Newspapers,

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Thursday,

14, 1981 O&E

% 1G

Jon Glunburg and Associates wanted to design an aimos-
phere at Children’s Hospital where kids could act like kids.

:Gavel to sound
on models, lots

By Gerald Frawiey
staff writer

Next up, lot number 15, We'll start
the bidding at $35,000.

Do-1-hear-$35,0007-$35,0007-
$35,0007-C'mon-folks-this-prime-
plece-of-West-Bloomfield-real-cs-
tate-origlnally-priced-to-sell-at-
$150,000-combines-the-breathtaking-
beauty-of-landscape-and-prestige-
you-can-only-get-in-a-Qakbrook-of-
West-Bloomficld home. — $35,000?
= Thank you sir.

Parcel-number-15-in-Oakbrooke-

{-West-Bloom{leld-sit [
46-h it 10 {-pond:
streams-and-natural-arcas-overlook-
ing-Simspon-Lake.Do-I-hear-
$37,0007-837,0007-337,000? Thank
you, madam in the yeitaw hat.

Is- thn1-n|l-l-am~bld-(or-lhls-

priemer
rcnl-cslnlc«ln lnc-nlrmlnghlrn -Pub-
1

nlly-or-warm-conlcmponry-
architecture?  $40,0007-$40,0002-
$40,0007-3$40,000? Thank you sir

. Well, here's a novel idea. House
sales are down and cconomic condi-
Uons aren't likely to Improve In the
next couple of months, so builders
are faced with coming up with a way
of generatlng Interest.

Mel Kaltan, president of Kaftan
Enterprises Inc. in Southfleld, dectd-
od to hold an auctlon, *'It was strictly
a business decislon,” Kaftan sald,

The project, Qakbrbooke of West
Bloomfield, Is nearly three years old
and about half sold out, but in the
current market, new home sales
have ground to a near standstill,

KAFTAN SAID his options were to
elther contlnue selllng homes In the
traditlonal way — with an expensive
marketing program that includes ad-
vertising and a sales staff, or he
could opt for a guick sell option of an
auction,

Typically, a developer/builder
will prepare the property, build a
model house or two, and then sell
lots and build the houses with de-
slred changes for the buyer. *“The
carrying costs can be very high.”

For a 40-acre development ilke
Oakbrooke, It might take an expen-
slve marketing program and several
yeara before a project Is sold out. An
auctlon speeds up the project tre-

- mendously.

“With the auctlon, I'll seil every-
thing in an hour and a hall,” he said,
ndding sometimes businesses hold
auctions because creditors are bang-
ing at the doors, but in this instance,
he made the decislon to save money.
“I won't make any money, but I will
finish of! this project.” Which Isn’t to
say he regards Oakbrooks as a fail-

ure, he sald. Nearly half of the hous- -

e in the upscale development have
been sold and more probably would
have been sold |f the cconomy hadn't
nosedived. Selling off the project —
cven In an auction ~ should actually
be consldered as a success, he sald.

Thls isn't the first Ume Kaitan has
tried an auctlon. In 1881, Kaftan sold
out his Southfleld condomlinlum
project, Providence Towers, by an
auctlon,

“It seems I need an auctlon every
10 years or so.

KELLY FRANK, vice president
and Michigan broker with the Chlca-
go-based Sheldon Good & Company,
szld although his company has han-
dled several upscale property auc-
tions around the country this Is the
first in Michlgan,

“This is probably the most desir-
able project we've donc up in De-
trolt,” he said. Earlier thls year, the
firm held an auctlon for Orchard
Place condominiums tn Farmlington
Hills.

Even though housing sales were
down even then, Sheldon Good &
Company auctloned 81 units in a sln-
gle afterncon, he sald, adding he ex-
pects similar success at Oakbrooke.

“It's hard for us to determine who
will be there (and) how zuccessful
the auctlon may be,” he sald. But
simtlar upscale auctlons in Roches-
ter Hllls, Chicago and the Southeast
have done well.

An auction In Chicago earller this
year sold 40 townhomes for a total
of $8.6 million and a second auction
of a single house netied $2.1 milllion,
he said, Despite the economy and
slow houslng sales natlonwide, other
auctions have succeeded equally as
well,

“Qur {Sheldon Good) niche is han.
dling quallty real estate — we don't
handle the board-ups and HUD
{houslng and urban development)
homes,” Frank sald.

New construction property auc-

tlors are more like art auctions then
bankruptey or tax sale auctions,

Please lurn to Page 4

SOUTHSHORES

By Brian Lysaght
staff weltor

keting is lmporl.'mL llospluls are
to draw Just

Jerry Colllns, project manager at
Rochester's Crittendon Hospita), re-
called a time not so0 long ago when
hospital rooms were painted green
or white.

Criltendon in Japuary opened a
40,000-square-foot ambulatory care
center. The new bullding's color
scheme Is teal and purple.

“Hospitals are trying to create a
mote up-to-date image,” Collins
said.

Health care facilitles are no long-
er walllng for patients to check
themselves (n. Health care . con-
sumers are shopping around. Mar-

1lke other businesses.

They nced modern facllities, and
they nccd to build where thelr cus-
tomer base ls. In recent years, hospl-
tals, the strong ones at least, have
continued to bulld as the health care
Industry changed,

““Most hosptials, those that arc
st} healthy, are sull bullding,” sald
David Ferguson, director of deslgn
and construction at Botsford Hospl-
tal,

“I'm huildlng as fast as they ask
me to," sajd Charles Blsel, Provi—

in hospital construction

AMONG THE NEW constructlon
projects under way, planned or re-
cently completed:

@ Royal Oak’s Beaumont Hospt-
tal is in the midst of a $200-mitllon
additlon, the latest of several majur
building projects,

® Children's Hospital of Mlchlgm
In Detrolt unvelled in January a
three-story, $12-millicn ambulatory
care center,and s renovating other
facllities.

® Botsford Hospltal In Farming-
ton Hills is building a 45,000-square-
foot outpatlent surgery clinle at a
cost of §10 million, to be completed
next year. Botslord (s soon to break

dence Hospltal’s dlrector of
planning and constructlon.

Ploase turn to Page 2

Retail designers switch gears

‘The new outpatlent center at Chil-
dren’s Hespltal of Michigan marked
a first for the Southffeld-based de-
sign firm of Jon Greenberg and As-
soclates.

The company was bired to design
common areas {n the building, but
Greenberg had never worked on a
haspital profect. Its spectally is re-
tafl design.

Greenberg partner Mlke Crosson
sald a six-member team applied a
“freewheeling, thinking process” to
the job, which both partics are call-
ing a success.

Children's new Willlam Carls Am-
bulatory Care Center. opened last
January, and the hospital Is in the

GREENBURG IS best known for
work §n malls, The company de-
signed the new Warner Bros. enter-

midst of r g ather
which are about 20 y years old,

Crosson said the Children's work
provided a lot of satisfaction and
more than a few challenges.

“When you get Involved in a
project lke Chlldren's Hosplta), your
trade, craft, profession has the abili-

-ty to be put to use to help people

when they are [n 2 diffleult time,” he
sald.
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ESTATES-ON-PINL-LAKE

Saulh Shores is perhaps the final
opportunity for you to enjoy elegant lakefront
living on Pine Lake. Only i extrmuonlinary

homes designed by the renowned Des Rosiers
Architects will be offered on this nure site
which is electronically guarded 23 hours
a duy for privacy, Boat docks, @ swim club

and spa are inchuded for exclusive use by
residents. Homes from 3990000

‘];Jflll Richandt s exclasive new single-family
subdivision, Birminghum Chds Estates,

Rostnmll(m And
Expansion Of
Existing Residences,

Limited Edition

That’s The
Beauty Of It,

Finely
Crafted Custom
Homes,

talnment stores and
several new Ringling Bros. Barnum
and Batley stores. Locally, they've
designed Winke!lman's stores and re-
navated the Birmingham clothing
store Maxwell's.

Crosson said the six-person team
led by Paul Calderon and Michelle
Martines was concerned with design-
Ing a space to satisfy the needs of

Please turn to Page 2

Hdtlwr inclusters arourd the ancient pines
and shick wonds off Long Lake Road and
Laliser Road in Bloomfield Township, 12

wnatached condominium homes are taking
shape. All are meticutonsly desivned with

CRHOPMONS BICr suites,
gourmet Kischons and other outssanding
Seatures. Homes from $ 730,000,

wiidted ceilings,

" Neighborhoods With
The Atmosphere Of A
Private Club,

John Richards

Transforms
Limestone, Copper,
Rare Granites, Exolic

represents a rure offering of ten sechuded

Homesites tuched awoy in a wooded enclave
bonlercd by Ockland Hilts Country Clubyand
the Birminghum Athletic Club. Residents of
this private vasis will enjoy uccess 10

llhwnfehl Hills schools and other distinet

ges. Model offers opy ity for
Walk-out hmnr.ulu

early occapancy.

available for cusiom design. Priced fromshe

mid 3300

—

4" o/ DEVELOPMENT »

Hardwaods And Other
Precious Materials
Into Residential
Environments
For Those Few
Not Content
With
Compromise,

Your Inquriry
Is Invited.

One-and-a-half

LATIGHT
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Inmmm-ulrhu o where the noar of baffic iv
replaced by she gentie flupping of frathered
wimgs. Bhere the fulling sounds of watir e
soothe amid serenade xou. Ths is the
opportunity. for one ad ondy one, Peragn,
Bloemnfield s st evtrgondnary: bomesite
arres of ansported

woodlanids, Highly comtosred. A sty

Shemang stream stives throagh the Ik of the
propersy. A private rowd entranee with SO0
Jeet of sethank creates privaey amd prestige
the no other 10y the homeste everanne

drcams of et realiy for one,
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Call 540-4232 for information or to make an appointment to see any of Joha Richards Sighature Communitices.




