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Time for teens
to think spring

By tris Sanderson Jones
special wrlter

Spring may seem a long way away to you, but sen-
iors from Novi, Livonia, Farmlngton, Groves and other
high schools in the area are thinking about Easter week
and spring break.

They have started gathering travel brochures about
Daytona Beach and South Padre Island, about crulse
ships and Caribbean destinatlons.

Charlotte Boedighelmer of Around the Warld Travel
in Farmington spends a lot of her time as a travel
agent thinking about the young. Every year she is in-
volved in trips for the Global Education Department at
Stevenson High School in Livonla. At this tme of year,
she thinks spring break.

A lot of cruise lines and reserts will not accept high
school students - travellng tn groups durlng spring
break, because they have learned the hard way about
damaged rooms and Injured guests. Those that will ac-
cept groups of students often ask for a very high depos-
It, just In case.

“Some travel agents accept a booking and don't tell
the destination that it is a spring-break booking. Some-
times the kids get (o their destinatlon and they won't
let them in,

“We always tell the destination that young people
are comlng, so we can ensure the spring breaker that
he will get what he wants,”

Around the World Trave! has scheduled three Easter
week packages for high schoal students and others.

A seven-night package to Cancun, Mexlco, April 18-
25 costs $704 a person for three people and $774 a
person for two people. The price includes roundtrip alr,
llr:ms!ers‘ the Calinda Viva Hotel, plus taxes and gratu-

ties. .

A seven-night package for the same dates to the
Radisson Holel and Resort In South Padre Island costs
$569 per person for four people In a room, $661 per
person [or three people in 2 room.

Charlotte thinks her cruise package aboard Royal
Caribbean Crulse Lines’ Song of America Is of speclal
Interest, because both parents and cruise line know
um the :ludcnu are chaperoned by hlgh school teach-

L‘rnlsc ships wlll book one cabin at a time but they
won't normally book groups. Our group tour s zanc-
tloned because of the way we handie it,” she said. "We
hold a meeting nhead of time with the students, the
teachers and the parents. We ask Lhe students to sign a
Teltér of agreed behavior.”

The price for the seven-night cruise Apri) 19-26 [s
$1,095 per persan for four people in a cabln, $1,193 per
person for three people in 2 cabin. The crulse goes to
Grand Cayman, Jamalea, Cozumel and Labadee.

For information, call Charlotte at 476-3433. Or con-
tact your own travel agent for information..

It you have traveled on a high school or college
spring break trip and have some advice for your peers,
or if you recommend a particular spring break pack-

age, drop us a line at 22000 Springbrook, 206C, Farm-
inglan Hllb Mich, 48336,
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Dusty’s English Inn Is about treed lawns and English
gardens wrapped around.a tudor mansion on a 1y
knoll near Eaton Raplds, Mich., but most of all it's
about people,

It's about the auto magnate whose family frolicked
down the sweep of lawn to the Grand Rlver. It's about
the local diners whe were once groundskeepers and ta-
dles malds on the property. It's about Dusty Rhodes,
who was In the radio and newspaper business in Mlichi-
gan for many years before he moved to Britain and fel
in love with English country life.

k Dusty to show you the old photographs taken
when the house was being bullt by Irving J. Reuter,
presldent of Oldsmoblle, especially the photo dated Aug-
ust 1927, Dusty was born Clarence Rhodes on Aug. 8,
1927, son of a Flint assembly worker. He was destined
to be called Dusty Rhodes and he was destined to own
this lan,

When I turned off M-89 13 miles south of Lansing I
saw at once why this 23-room Tudor manston, that looks
like a Hitle sister of Meadowbrook Hall in Rochester, is
called an “English inn.” The two-story brick mansion,
with the sloping state roafs, is stralght from the mid-
lands of England.

In England, boaters might punt along the Grand Rlv-
1 and enter the Inn from the river slde, climbing uphill
past the colonnaded swimming pool and the gazebo,
through the stepped gardens to the house. I entered
along the state path from the parking lot.

Inn Wworker Jane Kuderko, born and raised in Howell,
welcomed me into the large open batl, which has full
views left to the Devonshire Room, right to the Midford
Room and up the stalrease wlth its hunter green carpet
tu the second floor.

Jane ied me upstalrs, past rooms with names like
Windsor and Avon (o the end of the hall. “You're in the
bathroom." At Jeast that Is what I thought she said. I
hud asked for thelr least expensive room, but I didn't
expect Lo have to sleep In the bathtub.

1t was, of course, the Bath Room, a huge green-tiled
bathroom that led into a smaller 10-by-12-foot bedroom,
with a four-pester bed and leaded windows that opencd
front and slde. A bit of Dusty Rhodes whimsy. Dusty has
a second home in Bath, England, so you wlil flnd small
references to Bath all over the inn,

Dusty was still a televislon news executive when he
moved to London with his wife and five children in the
1970s. He fell in love with English country life and spent
his weekends exploring Inns, pubs and bed-and-break-
{ast places, He came home to Michlgan, quit the news
business, opened a bakery and later a wine bar and pub
in Okemos.

Dusty knows how to answer when opportunity knocks.
In 1989 he heard about this manslon from the author of
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The clty of Southfleld announces a World
Travel & Adveniure Series. Wales and the
Lukes of England will be featured Dec. 13, Call
354-4717 for tickets.

On Dec. 4, the Farmington Community Li-
brary, Liberty Street, witl feature a fllm on
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English inn in Michigan

a bed-and-breakfast gulde bock. He saw the initlal “R"
carved lor auto magnate Irving Reuter on the fireplace
mantle and knew he was home.

Reuter had sold the place to the Catholle Dlocese of
Lansing in 1940; the blshop's chapel Is now the Charles
Dickens Pub. The dlocese sold the house Lo Mr. and Mrs.
C.). Sumner in 1962, The Sumners sold !t to Dusty on

that their g could be married
there the next summer.

The Inn has been open for nearly two years and has
become a popular dining place for Lansing people and
those who know enough (o (urn south off 1-96 near Lans-
Ing. The jnn opened a full-service dining room that
spreads through all its downstalrs rooms this year.

The least-expensive guest room In the house is the
Bath Room, $75 {or two; the most expenslve ks the Wind-
sor Sulte, $155 for iwo. Dinner entrees, which include
salad, vegetables, potatoes and bread, range from
$13.50 lo $18 during Monday through Saturday seatings
or at the special English Sunday lunch. chkdny
lunches feature soup, salad and sandwlches.

“For Informatton, contact your travel agency or
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Rhodes,

Dusty's English Inn, 728 S. Michigan Ave., Eaton Rlp-
ids, Mich. 48827 or call (517) 663-2500.
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