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Caterers ‘talk turkey’
and more for holiday

By Allesn Wingblad
apeclat wrlter

IF THE THOUGHT of preparing the Thanksgiving

bird and all the trimmings has your feathers ruf-
fled —~ don't fret. '

This month's traditional holiday feast has
caterers “talking turkey” — and ready to take your
dinner dilemmas under their (ahem) wings.

Whether you might need an entire multi-course din-
ner, a prepared main course or sidedish, or slmply an
appetizer or dessert, a hassle-free answer from any of
a number of area catering services Is but a phone call

“Th Is the most rican of all
meals and it Is America’s favorite meal,” sald Peter
Goatley, co-owner with his wile Suzanne of Peter’s Pal-
ate Pleaser in Bloomlield Townshlp.

“Also, it's the only day of the year when most people
are cating just about the same thing coast to coast,” he
sald, adding that the down-home, traditional style of

and reclpes for preparing family favarites aren't being
passed down anymore.
“It amazes me the number of people every year who

"order just gravy, for instance,” said Bowman.

“They know what they want, but they just aren’t sure
how to do it. They might have tried It a few times but
Just weren't satisfied. There are certain technlques and
temperatures and all Lo making a good gravy,” he adds.

Goatley of Peter's Palate Pleaser concurs. “People
Just don't know how to cook anymore. The experience
of a mother teaching her daughter just lsn't there. If
the mother doesn't cook, how s the daughter to learn?
1t’s a dylng art. . . you are going to see more and more
restavrants and professlonals taking over the job. it's a
great business, well, we all have to eat,” s2ld Goatley.

Farmington Hills caterer - Janis Levin-Gorellck,
owner of Classic Culsine which operates out of the Bir-
mingham Temple, puts it bluntly: “It's not only that
:nmcn don't plan the meal anymote. They don’t know

ow.”"

That, along with more and more men taking the re-

food that people “r from thelr
Wh?\ most folks are yearnlng for at the hollday dining
table.

YET DESPITE our comman cravings, cullnary pro-
fessionals agree, today's hurried Lfestyles leave little
time for extensive meal preparation and can keep peo-

* ple longing for the holiday tastes of yesteryear,

Nils Johannson, owner of Bowman's Catering In
Berkley, which has serviced the metro area for almost
60 years, said It's “Grandma’s cooking” that we're af-
ter.

“The homestyle, ‘comfort food' is what we want. . .

but today’s generation ks too busy making a lving to .

have {tme ta get 11 together,

“Back in Grandma's day, she'd start two or three
days ahead, worklng in the kitchen and preparing the
food. Mom doesn't want to stay home doing that, and
with more and morq_famllies going to the (Thanksgiv-
ing) parade, football games and other events, who is
going to cook?” he said,

Enter the ease and convenience of catered food, sald
Johannson. It's not uncommen for pecple to place an
order beforehand, head out to the parade or stadium,
and pick up the turkey and stufflng or whatever on the
way home.

“Ia fact, last year we had ene family who called and

" ordered one turkey dinner package along with an extra
- prepared turkey. That was fine and all, but secmed a

bit unusual, so we asked them why they would need an
extra turkey. Apparently, the year before the family
had eaten all the turkey on the way home.

“So they necded one turkey for the ride bome and
another for dinnertime,” he sald.

ANOTIHER REASON hollday catering is becoming
more popular, agree catcrers, Is that the techniques

of holiday entertaining even though they
*“can’t be bothered with all the food preparation” is
certalnly helping the catering business along, said Lev-
In-Gorelick,

“My motte Is ‘Be a Guest at Your Own Party, " she
s.:ld, adding that her business runs the gamut of ser-
vice.

“I'm a custom cateres, I have no preset packages,”
Levin-Gorelick said. I take a look at what a customer
necds, how many are coming to the dinner and the
budget of the customer. Then, 1 design the menu to fit
their needs, Anything goes.”

And that Includes orders that aren't complete with-
out a hint of secrecy, according to Levin-Gorelick.

“Sometimes, people wlil order something very tradl-
tional and bring tn their own dishes or pie pans or what
have you and have me fill it up. That way, they can
pass it off as their own. That's pretty standard with
molsl caterers. It happens often enough, but 1 never
tell.”

So just how much will a catered holiday meal cost?
Prices, styles and sclectlons vary from business to
business, of course. While Levin-Gorellck creates an or-
der around one's budget, a traditiona) turkey dinner
package from Bowman's, complete with a 12 pound
turkey, two quarts of sage dressing, (wo quarts of gib.
let gravy and a pumpkin ple runs $49. The ever-poptlar
giblet gravy, at $3 per quart, is available on its own, as
are a host of other entrees and accompaniments,

Caterers also accommedate smaller groups. Peter's
Palate Pleaser offers a “Single Turkey Dinner” —
enough for two average appetites — for $10.95. The
order comes with both breast and dark meat, gravy.
mashed sweet potatoes, herb bread stulfing and cran-
berry relish. An extensive a la carte meny ks avatlable
as well.

So, If you find yourself unprepared, unwilling er un-
able to get your meal together this Thanksgiving. don't
be a turkey. Call a caterer.

Impact of incinerator bonds
still uncertain, says Deadman

By Cassy Hana
stoff wriler

‘The top olficlal of a regional solid
waste authorily says his group is un-
sure what impact the $500 milllon
bond issuc recently approved by vot-
ers in Oakland County will have
here. .

To date, members of the Resource
Recovery and Recycling Authority
of Southwest Oakland County have
reéeived little Informatlon on how
the county will approach the plan,
which calls for a controverslal incin-
erator to be built in Auburn Hills, a
conntywlde recycling program and a
Yandfil] to serve the county.

Voters countywide approved the
measure by only 223 votes.

“1 guess It's kind of up In the air,”
sald Robert Deadman, Farmington
city manager and chairman of the
recycling autherity. “Everybody's
waitlng for the county to come back
tous"

COUNTY OFFICIALS have said
they will first approach the recy-
cling portion of the program, then
attempt to get inter-governmental
agreements with local communilies
which will pledge their tonnage to
the incinerator,

The recycling authority represents
the cities of Farmington, Farming-
ton Hills, Southfietd, Novi, Wixom,
Walled Lake and South Lyoa, plus
Lyon Township. The regional group
previously rejected an inter-govern-

Commander
finishes
training

Farmington Publlc Safety De-
partment Commander Michacl
Wiggins completed an upper tevel
management tralning program at
Eastern Michigan University on

ov. 8.

The “School of Police Staff and
Command" ts provided by the Tlli-
nois-based Northwestern Univer-
sty Traffic Institute and s held
one week per month over a 10-
month period. It covers all areas
of law enforcement management
and 18 presented by Northwestern
instructors and Michigan,law en-
forcement experts.

* Wigglns jolned the public safe-
ty department In 1979. He began
hls career at the Westland Pollce
Department In 1978.

19 it’s kind of up in the air.
Everybody's waiting for the county to

come back to us.’

— Robert Deadman
authority chairman

*mental agreement with the county
and developed Its awn plan to deal
with the waste strecam. It already
has begun curbside recycllng pro-

rams.

High on the list of questions, Dead-
man said, Is how local communitles
who buy into the county program
wiil pay for It, especially In light of
criticlsm by Farmington resident
Patrick Anderson and his group Tax-
payers' United.

‘The group contends mandatory
user fees for such programs are une
realistic. Anderson has criticized the
recycllng authority communitles of
Farmington, Farmington Hills, Novi
for ihe user fee concept, which he
claims is really a tax.

Deadman said the recycling au-
thority communitics would not lixely
participate in the county’s recycling
program because they have their
own, and any consideratlon of using
the county Incinerator would be
based on cconomics and looking at
the scope of the entire project.

THE JOB OF handling the coun-
ty's garbage is difficult for groups
tike the authority, Deadman said, be-
cause many of the rules change mid-
stream. "“We're trying to hit a mov-
ing 1arget, whether it be the county,
the DNR or the EPA," he added.

1n the Observer coverage ared, au-
thority members Farmington and
Farmington Hills passed the bond is-
sue; Southficld and Novi voters
turned it down. Deadman said he be-
lieves the emphasis on recycling and
getting word out about the garbage
space problem helped the Issue pass,
although by a narrow margin coun-
tywide.

1 really believe all of these recy-
cling programs and discussions
played a major role,” he said. "They
(residents) recognize we've got 1o
have somewhere to take the trash.”

Deadman said the authority is
“not in a crisis situation,” so can at-
ford to wait for the county to finc
tune its plan.

Program christened
Alternative Academy

The alternative high school pro-
gram which started in the Farming-
ton Puhlic Schools this fall now has a
name.

Called the Farmington Alterna-
tive Academy, the school has 35 stu-
dents enrolled who might not other-
wise attend high school. School/com-
munity relations director Pamela
0'Malley said students chose several
oames, and presented them (o the
Alterative Education Steering Com-
mittee for final selectlon.

wanted the word “alterna-
tive," and the other suggestions
didn't have that,” she said.

THE SCHOOL Is based in the
Farmington Tralnlng Center, locat-
ed on Thomas Strect In downiown
Farmington. Students there, both

male and female and between the
ages ol 16-19, say the alternative
program gave them another chance
to Icarn; many did not learn well in
the traditional environment of the
district’s three high schools, The pro-
gram has a small teacher-to-student

ratio and Is designed 1o offer more |

personalized instruction.

A majority ef siudents have
showed above average skills when
tested on skills.

O'Malley said the district has been
pleased so far with the program
which affees a similar curriculum as
traditional schools, but with a spe-
clalized jocus.

I is funded with state moncy
through the district’s adult educca-
tion department,

A COLLECTION OF
FINE JEWELRY
IN ITALIAN

GOLD

Thursday, November 21
Noon to 8 p.m.
Rochester
Monday, November 25
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Livonia
Tiresday, November 26
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Birmingham
Fine Jewelry Salon
An exquisite collection

of tak wnd sk gald

Jacobson's

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

We welcome Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard®, VISA®, and American Expreas®.
Shop unt] ¢ pm. on Thunday and Frday, Unnl 6 pm. on Monday, Tuesdey, Wednesdas and Saturday.
Shop Sunday Noan 10 3 pm.




