By Greg Kowaleki
statf wrlter .

« Months before the shootings that
left three dead at the Royal Oak post
office Thursday, Rep. Willlam
Brogmfield, who represents most of
Oakland Coullly. had called for an
bl-partlsa of the US.

and depressed employee morale.

BROOMFIELD SENT .a com-
plalnt to the comptroller general
last month {ocusing specifically on
the Royal Oak distribution center.
And, as first inltiated on Oct. 9, be
wlll meet Monday with the General

Postal Scrvlce

And much of the basls for his ac-
tion, Broomfleld said, stems from
complalnts from customers and em-
ployees of the Royal Oak postal ser-
vice center which distributes most of
the mall for Oakland County.

“My constltuents wrlte almost
dally to me and the local newspapers
alpwy the mail. A common theme
prevails — samething is rotten in the
Royal Oak (pest officc).”

.Hroomtleld (R-Blrmingham) sald
he-iad gotten “an earfu) Irom con-
stituents about rislng postal costs
and declining postal service. They're
fed up, and they have a right to be.”

. Htr addition, management and poli-
cy ﬂccuions have disrupted services

ifice on the
Royal Oak situatfon.

““These postal problems require a
narrowly focused investigation by a
body unrclaled to the postal service,
Broomfield said. He added he is
secking an independent audit of the
Royal Oak office because it can op-
crate Independently and ease em-
ployees’ fears of reprisals.

“'Some postal employees are hesl-
tant to discuss postal abuses because
they fear retaliatlon,” Broomf{leld
said. .

“What makes (the complalnts} In-
comprehensible to me is that many
of them arc belng raised by postal
workers themselves. In my experl-
ences, 1 have found the postal work-
ers I have met to be some of the

Gounty families needed -
to host foreign students

Qakland County familles are need-
ed to house high school students who
wlll be arriving in January from
‘Brazil, Argentina, Germany, France
sand Spain to spend five months

studying ln an Amerlcan high school.
+ ‘These boys and glrls (ages 15-18)
‘need familles to welcome them Into
stheir homes. All have studled Eng-
{ish for at least four years, have full
‘medical insurance and enough mon-

cy to cover, thelr personal expenses,
They are particlpants in an ex-

change program of the Amerlcan In-
stitute for Foreign Study Scholarship
Foundation.

Fun-loving familics, with or with.
out chlldren of their own, can be-
come host families. Call Lynne
Levenbach at 313-453-8652 or 313-
453-6851 or Scott Willson at 1-800-
322-4678.
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most  service-oriented, thoughtful
people T know," Broomfield sald.
According to reports, the man who
dld the shootlng at the post office,
Tom Mecllvane, 31, bad been flred
last year for lwurlqg at a supervi-
sor. On Wednesday, after 15-months
of arbitration, he was told his firing
would not ‘be reversed. Thursday -
morning he came back to the post
offlce on 11 Mlle Road east of Main

and opened fire, killing four, 'mund-_

ing seven and then killing himself..

Last July Breomtfield sponsored a
House resolutlon calllng for. the es-
tabllshment of a commission to in-
vestigate Lhe postal service.

“During a three-year period In
which the Postal Service reported a
loss of §1.4 billlon, the Postal Ser-
vice awarded $20 miltlon In bonuses
to 97 percent of its high-level mana-
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Area post office under fire before shootings

gers,” Broomileld sald.

Broom{leld also sald that the Post-
al Service has implemented slower
standards for delivery of first class
mail, raised rates and eliminated

. senlor cltizen . express service In.

many areas.

FOLLOWING THE SHOOTINGS,
Michfgan Democratic Sen. Carl Lev-
In and Rep. Sander Levin, D-South-
fleM, lssued a joint statement about
the “large number of complalnts
from the customers and employces
of the Royal Oak postal facllity.”

They sald: “After meetlngs with
postal service offictals did nat re-
solve these problems, I and other
members of Congress personally
brought these complalnts to the at-
tention of U.S. Postmaster General

STEPHEN CANTRELL stall photographes

0.S. Postmaster General Anthony Frank met with loca! postal
Hicials and media Frlday, addressing concerns ralsed by the

tatal rampage at the Royal Oak post oltice on Thursday.
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Qriental rug cloaming.

Sale $79 cleans
a sofa and loveseat

Anthony Frank on Oct. 10,

“The Postal Service provided us
with an interlm verbal report last
week and acknowledged manage-
ment problems n-the Royal Oak
operation. . .

“Whlile nothing can Justify the vio-
lence that wreaked such havoe on so
many lives . . . the Postal Service
has to face up to the fact that It has
serious {ssues .which must be dealt
with on an urgent basis,” according
to the Levins.

In a related statement, Broom-
field sald "thls incident, like the
many others that have preceded It,
points up the need for stricter con-
trols on the sale of fircarms.

“We can't let America become a
shwlmg gallery for any nul with a
gun

Jo keop your upholstery its true color, call Hudsan's custom
cloaning service, For only $79, wo'll clean any loveseat and
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i and datergeants best suilled to clean your furniture. ncluding
¢ dalicate dry-clean only upholstary at no extra charge and
Ioathor furniture at speclal prices, We can even apply 3M
Scotchgard® ang Du Pont Tellon to nelp your uphotstery,
resist solling and staning in the future.
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& QUALITY: Wallside's vinyl
replacament  windows
insulate’ like wood, retain thelr beauty
like coated aluminum and pertorm
smoothly [n any wsather.
seratch, pit, rot, corrode or mildew.

¥ SERVICE: For over 47 years, we
have manufactured and
quallly replacemant
them with
guarantee In the industry.

& SAVINGS: In order to manufacture
and Install thousands of windows every
year we purchase large quantities ol

MENT
S

PER
WINDOW
INSTALLED

Minimum Order)
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Yet, won't

installed our
windows and
the strongest

materials at volume discounts and pass
these savings on to you enabling us to
sell windows for less.
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