Poverty amldst plenty in Oakland County—?

This iz the first of a two-part sc-
ries on Ockland County’s home-
ess.

By Greg Kowalsk]
staff writer

He's 21. She's 19 and pregnant.
They're not married, but they are to~
gether. He was an abused chlld and
left home ot age 15. She “had a good
famlly, pretty average,” she sald.

Now both are homeless, He's look-
Ing for work and “we plan to get our
act together and do whatever we
can,” he said.

For now, however, they are using
the services of the South Qakland
Shelter and staylng at the various
places in the county.

It's fronlc in a way. Houses worth
hundreds of thousands of dollars
stand within walking distance of the
cots and sheets of people who don't
have enough money to buy tunch.

Gov. John Engler visited South-
fleld Thursday to announce a new
partnershlp between the state and
the Salvailon Army (o provide as-
sistance to the people such as this
couple whe are among the growlng
npumbers of homeless and hungry
people llving In metro Detrolt.

The young couple asked to be left
nameless but held a bright attitude.

“SOMEDAY, SOMETIING post-
tive will happen, It's got (o,” he said,

Andy Milne, 31, was less reluctant
to discuss hls sltuation.

He's from the Walled Lake arca
and just got cut of the hospita). He
spends his days secking a job or
drifting.

“It's pretty boring, I'm looklng for
work, but work doesn't seem to be
Ieoklng for me." He tries to keep an

Houses worth hundreds of thousands

of dollars stand within walking
digtance of the cots and sheets of
people who don’t have enough money

to buy lunch.

upbeat attlitude.

Milne has no family, “at least
none that would be supportive of
me,” he sald. As for the future, he
said he has no plans.

Mline and the young couple are
representative of the homeless that
seek space through the South Oak-
Jand Shelter program, which encom-
passes 16 participating churches and
a synagogue in Birmingham, Ro-
chester, Southfield, Troy and West
Bloomf{leld and one area business —
the Mlchlgan National Bank Corp.
headquarters In Farmington Hills, A
total of 50 sites are used throughout
©Oakland County.

They each open their doors for a
week, providing space for people In
neced, The homeless get a place- to
sleep, snacks, a bagged lunch and a
ride 10 wherever they need to go for
the day,

WHO ARE TIHEY and where do
they come from?

They're mostly men, age 30 to 39.
But the homeless profile is wide-
ranging. Men, women, boys and glrls
all fit into the picture.

SOS statistics from the August

1990-91 flscal year show that the -

system accommodated 6§83 people,
mostly men. Of the total figure, 171
were women and 75 were children,

Students win writing awards

A record number of six student
awards were glven by the Oakland
Unlversity Division of Continuing
Education and Detroit Women Writ-
ers (DWW) at the 30th Annual Writ-
ers’ Conference held Oct. 1819 on
campus, Rochester,

Students were judged on their
writlng samples.

Winners were Timothy J. Miller,

Warren, Adicia L. Cunningham-
Sampson, South(icld, and Kathy Jean
Williams, Port Sanilac, all QU stu-
dents; Susan Noguera, Livonla, a
senler at Madonna Unlversity; Timo-
thy P. White, Detroit, a junlor at the
University of Michlgan-Dearborn;
and Cheryl Shireman, Dowaglac, a
junior at Southwestern Michigan
College.
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meaning about one-third were wom-
en and children, They came from
such communilles as Ann Arbor, Bir-
mingham, Ferndale, New Baltimore,
Madison Heights and Hazel Park,
among others.

And they keep comling.

“Homelessness  isn’t  something
new or something that just happens
In winter," said SOS director Liltlan
Melville. “It's a year-round prob-
fem.

She, two {fulltime staffers and
three part-tlmers operate the ser-
vice that was founded In 1986 at St,
Mary Catholic Church In Royal Oak.
“Someone came vp with the idea of
having shelters in churches, and they
ran with it," Melville said.

SINCE TMEN, the program has
grown wlth the need so that it oper-
ates nearly year-round and next year
will probably be operating daily.
This year, the program operated
year-round except for two weeks in
August.

“We would like someday to have a

permanent, 24-hoor facility,” Mel- ..

vllle sald.

Why do they become homeless?

IU's a tough question.

Most homeless people that Mel-
ville have worked with, “have a lack
of planning, a lack of life skills. They
Just don’t know how to cope.”

“Life skills” arc the traits we all
Icarn, often indirectly, from our par-
ents, sajd Melville,

“'It's something that's inadvertent-
1y taught, No one sits down and tells
you this Is the way things are going
10 be done,” Melville sald,

MENTAL ILLNESS often figures
In many cases of the homeless, Mel-
ville sald. Paranota — the irrational
fear that someone Is watching and
following you — is common among
many homeless,

“Pararnola Is a horrible thing to
live with,” said Melville. That fear
causes some people to leave shelters
and choose to live alone on the
streets. They feel that people in the
sheliers are ‘out to get them.® "

Margarct Marsh, who is one of the
directors of the shelter at Birming-
ham Unitarian Church, sald the shel-
ter operation, “Is ap excellent pro-
gram.”

She added, *I personally think this
is what churches should be doing,”

Thursday: A humeless, man is
on track to a new life.
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Homeless men, women and chifdren — like Quentin Caldwell, |
spent their nights last week at the Birmingham Uni-
tarian Church, which hosted the South Osakland Shelter,
Sheets hanging behind them divide the sleeping quarters,

For information, call 358-5170

Southficdd - Birmingham
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Hamilton ¢ Investments

Member NYSE

Is pleased to present an evening with MARIA RAMIREZ.
Renowned International Consultant on Interest
Rate Movements, World Economy and General Market Trends.
Ms. Ramirez has been a frequent speaker on CNN,
FNN, and Wall Street Week. )

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1991 - 7:00 P.M.
SOMERSET INN OF TROY
2601 W. BIG BEAVER ROAD
TROY, MICHIGAN 48084

R.S.V.P. (313) 358-1181
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HonevBaked Brand Hame Are
Qnly Ac HonevBaRed Ham Co. Stores

DEARBORN HEIGHTS.

JHONEYBAKED

The original spiral-sliced ham. .

Lsince 1957,

Aradition tastes so good when
it HonevBaked brand ham.
Spiral-liced. Honevspee glazed. Elegant
Pertect for holiday wifis,
Dhstincrively Jdehicious.

Fullv cooked.
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Available

. A Slice Of Holiday Tradition!-,

One shoe at o ume. .
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