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By Wayne Peal
Zatatt writer

7
3 I suburbanltes want mass transit,
‘they’re golng to have Lo ante up.

3. That’s the message from the Sub-
mtban Maobility Autherity for Reglon-
aal Transportation, operator of bus
routes in Wayne, Qakland and Ma-
comb countles.

SMART could cease operations as
--3000 as April due lo a profected $7.7
smillion dellcll officials sald.

* While SMART secks a merger
;with the profitable Detrolt Depart-
sment of Transporatlon bus sysiem, It

4also seeks “dedicated revenue” from
Cul-coumy suburba,

Suburbs

By Wayne Peal
stalt writer

SMART issued the call, but local
communitles aren’t rushing te an-
swer,
<.The reglonal transportation au-
-{Hority sceks more moncy from local
&dmmunities to keep lts buses roll-

ng.

_~Plagued by an eatimated $7.7 mil-
116n debt this year — and wlith pro-
Jectlons showlng o comblned $19.3
milllon debt over the next three
years — SMART secks (o merge
JWlth the Detrolt Department of
Jransportaion.
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Optlons include a county transpor-
tation tax, city and township taxes,
or direct contributlons from focal
operating budgets.

“WE CANT say what form It
would toke," SMART vice chalrman
Mait Wirgou said. “We can't raise
taxes ourselves; we don't have that
power,”

While supportive, Wayne County
Executive Edward McNamara has
said he wouldn't support any tax in-
crease unless SMART reorganlzes.

“There [s no way in the world
Wayne County is going to support
taxes unless we're convineed the sys-

say they

‘Without the merger, SMART could
close as soon as Lhis spring.
But the merger could depend on

tem s efilcient,” sald deputy county
executive Michael Duggan, also 2
SMART vice chalrman.

Merglng with Detroit is critical to
making the suburban system effi-
clent, SMART board members
agrecd

BOARD MEMBERS . supported

- seeking the merger Tuesday In an

unanimous vote.

Both sysiems wlill spend a com-
bined $185 million this year, SMART
officials sald. That figure could be
trimmed by as much as $37 mililon
by merglng, they sald. The merger
could climinate duplicate bus routes
znd trim offlce staff.

It could‘also eliminate non-reve:
nue producing miles for SMART
buses. Now, S T can take cus-
tomers inio Detroit but can'l briog
them out.

“There’s absolutely no reason
there shouldn't be one sysiem,” Wir-
gausald.

SMART is also considering
overhaullng its dlal-a-ride service
and seeking money from merchants
and buslness organizations to pay for
other specialized routes.

SMART also wants to consolldate
300 smaller local bus programs Into
the new city-and-suburban transpor-

. tatlon autherity.

need convincing

grants are shrinking.

Whether local communlties will
agree to new taxes or general fund
Is far {rom certain.

whether local will pay
more for mass transit.

“Suburban communities have had
a free ride — at least in terms of
supporting {ransportation (rom their
local budgets,” SMART vice chair-
man Matt Wirgau said.

THOSE DAYS are apparenily
over.

To date, SMART recelves 62 per-
cent of jts funding from the state,

another 16 perceat from the federal
government but state and local
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Oakland County bus riders are
few,

Less thar | percent of all worklng
counly residenis take the bus to
wotk, according to Troy resident
Wirgau,

“We're a community where people
ke to drive their own cars,” Ro-
chester Hills Mayor Blllie Ircland
sald. “We've never had much mass
transit to speak of."

White the demand for mass transit
might grow as area traffic worsens,
Ireland sald money could be difflcult
to find.
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BETWEEN D-DOT and SMART, it
Is clear SMART could use the sav-
ings the most.

In addition to carrylng a $3 mil-
lion debt from Its pmiou: budget,
SMART is expected to run more
than $4 mitllon in debt for 199192,

SMART Is $1.8 million over budg-

et in labor settlements, insurance
and worker
costs, offlcals sald.

In additlon, SMART now expecis
$1.3 milllon less than originally pro-
Jected in state gas and weight tax
money, $300,000 less from other
sources and $700,000 less in In fares.
Rldership is down 6 percent, Wirgau
said.

Transit authorlty seeks more suburban casi

SMART must also maintain i
$1 million reserve as insurance.

Despite the reduced gas and
welght tax grant, SMART apparent-
1y is having little problem with Gov.
John Engler’s staff.

The governor s expecied to ap-
prove an advance grant to keep
SMART rolling, Wirgau said.

Getting Detroit and the suburbs 1
sign on, however, could prove more
difficult.

Detrolt already spends $50 millis:
out of the city operating budgat 1o
support [ts bus system, Wirgau sald.
Detrolt Is unlikely 10 agree io merg:

" unless the suburbs contributed more.

(For suburban reaction, see related
story.}
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1s winnin
4 /i off the field
this year

When Mike bashed the car and his ankle early
this season, it wasn't the first time he had
driven drunk.

He feft the emergency room atter the
accident on cruiches, with a promise 10
seek the help he needed most. His tamily
hetped him find it.

Nex1 year Mike will be back on the team —
sober.
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program oplions.
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