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arenas, uld he can’t Imaglae dolng
anyullng else to exrn a lving.

18 a great buslness,” he sald.
A bullder takes the land, develops
Zikie land, bullds the house and mar-
ikets it to an end user. There's not
-mnny businesses where you take it
+ {rom raw right to the end.”

.* Glieberman, 52, a West Bloom-
llcld resident and pmident of Cross-
-winds Communlties, has been select-
. ed Bullder of the Year by the Build-

-q

building houses priced at less than
$100,000, And his cfforts toward pro-
viding atfordable housing - helped
him earn the builder of the yar

award,

He said his Mlllpolnte develop-
ment In Westland — 332 lots with
four models carrying base prices of
$76,000-92,000 — Is about hall sold

aut.

Charter Oak Homes, a 140-unit de-
velopment in Royal Oak Township
with models carrying base prices of
$69,000-79,000, just opened.

ONLY A FEW unils rematn In the

Burton:

By Doug Funke
staff writer

To whom much ls given, much Is

cxpected.
Pcter Burton, 37, co-owner of a
/bullding/

$115,000-130,000 range in Green-
potnte at Copper Creek In Farming-
ton Hllls, he said. )

Glleberman also has developed
Northville Tralls, an 84-lot residen-
tial subdlvision in Northville Town.
3hip that he will open to other bulld-
ors.

Glieberman conceded that not
many builders concentrate in the un-
der-$100,000 market nowadays.

The keys, he sald, arc finding rela-
tively cheap land, obtalning savings
by both preparing the land and build-
Ing units there, and accepting &
smatler proflt margin on Indlvidual
sales while producing in volume,

“It's fun and 2 challenge to pro-
vide houslng for people, upechlly
affordable,” Glleberman said, “It re-
ally glves you a great feelng sceing
people who have struggled and lived
In ‘apartments saying, ‘I never
thought T could afford thls.’ They're
very appreciative.

“To me, affordable is when I can
scll @ house to somecone who other.
wise would have to rent,” Glicher-
man sald. Nearly 7¢ percent of the
Millpointe buyers and 50 percent in
the Greenpolnte developmeats are
flrst-time owners, he sald.

GLIEBERMAN THRUST himself
into the property management busl-
ness at the age of 17 upon the death
of his father. “When he passed away,
I went to the olfice to work with hia
partners and run crrands. I learned
how to buy, sell, fix up existing real
estate.”

Ploaso turn to Page 2

Bernard S. Glieberman was named Builder of the Year by the

young builder

a couple of thousand acres in Farm-
ington Hills, Troy, West Bloomfield
and Brighton.

The company also owns and man-
ages more than four milllon square
feet of commerclal office propertles

property management company,
subscribes to that philosophy.

And that's a major reason why the
Bloomlleld Townshlp resident was
selecied Young Builder of the Year
by the Builders Assoclation of
Southeastern Michlgan,

His company, Burton-Share-Katz-
man, is currently bullding the Win-
wood Condemlinlums in Wajled Lake
and developing underground work on

Arboretum Offlce Park In
Farmington Hills and Bingham Off-
lee Park.

“I've always liked bulldlng, put-
ting things together,” Burton said.
“In young adulthood, I frequently
found jobs 1o support myself in the
bullding trades, palnting houses and
making small improvements.

“When I was In Los Angeles, I did
odds and ends, malntenance jobs,

that gradvally grew Into a contract-
fng business,* he sald. Burton, a
third-generation bullder, has teamed
with Robert Katzman for slx years.

“WE CONSIDER ourselves to be
extremely environmentally sensl-
tive,” Burton sald. "We don't ap-
proach a sltuatlon te make the most.
money. We want lo do It right, the
b«s! e can as economically as we
can.

Burton has been instrumental In
efforts to build temporary housing
for displaced families — Pontlac

-Area Transitional Housing — work

at the Judson Center In Southfleld
for at-risk chlldren and fund-ralsing
{or lhe Multiple Sclerosis Soclety.

people don't take

the ume and energy {lo contribute),
our soclal structure will eventually
collapse,” he sald. “IUs the obliga-
tion of successful people to keep cly-
illzation alive.”

Friends, assoclates and family

members mentlon Burton’s non-busi- .

ness successes when giving lestimo-
nials.

*“Peter ls very concerncd not just
about his business but service to the
communlty,” sald Irvin H. Yackness,
executlve viee president of the asso-
clation. “Peter Is very communlca-
tlve, easy to talk to, and he's willing
to share his knowledge about the
bullding business with othess.”

“PETER'S INTEREST in charlty
makes me proud of him,” sald his
dad, Lester. “I can't tell you how
much he's given away. I'm pleased
he's successful. I'm proud of the way
he conducts himself."

James Bonadeo, president of the

.._association,_described Burton_as_a _

glving person,

“He’s Involved in housing for the
hometess in Pontiac,” Bonadeo sald.
“He's donated a lot of Ume, a lot of
labor, a tot of funds.

“He's a young man who comes
from a well-to-do family and he's
gone out and made his own niche,”
Bonadeo added. "Lester is a prinee
ol a guy. Peter 13 just as nice,”

Burton serves on the assoclation’s
board of directors and on the bulld-
er’s_board for the state

fBunders assomaho n p ers
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Hall of Fame honors went 1o Irving Levine.

Levine: hall of fame

By Doug Funke
stalf wrltor

Ieving Levine has buiit a couple of
thousand houses in Detroit, Oak
Park, Southfield, Livonla and Farm-
" ington Hills™during d~career that—
staried in 1939,

But more memorable to him were
efforts he and the Bullders Assocla-
tion of Southeastern Michlgan spear-
headed In the 1950s to cxtend utill
fies and change school expansion
laws. As a result, resldentlal con-
struction continued to the fringes of
Detroit and into the suburbs.

“That was a dypamic time,” Lev-
tne recalled. “The Industry had o
push forward tn unchartered areas.”
Hils

Peter Burton, a third-generation builder, was sclected as
BASM’s young builider.

of licensing and regulation.

Burton and wife, Sandi, live In
Bloomf{leld Township. They have o
son, Christopher.

“1t was nlce of the assoclation to
consider me for the award,” Burion
sald. “There's a lot of fine bullders
out there. T don't know that I'm any
beiter, but I certainly appreclate the
thought.”

Jevine, 73, a FnrmlnFloo
resident, has been selected (or induc-

tion info the BASM Hall of Fame,
the highest honor assoclatlon mem-

rs can reccive. The designatlon ts
conferred for leadershlp and devo-
tion Lo the housing industry and thc
associatlon.

“I never sought I, never gave It
any thought,” Levine sald. "My wife,
Ruthe, knew {wo months before 1

did. T feel very honored. I gave up
trying to seck awards. It's not that
I'm not interested, but let the young
guys get ‘em.”

LEVINE LEARNED basic con-

struction skills-from his father, Sam, -

and studied economics in college for
3% years. Both turned out to be use-
ful.

Levine, strongly encouraged by his
father to go it alonc after serving in
ihe tank corps during World War 11,
subscquently went into business as
Irvine Home Builders and Burt Con-
struction.

“It's a much more complicated
business today,” Levine said. “Every
six, seven, cight years, the business
gets knocked on its rear because of

ty. That's hard 10 gauge in advance.

“The last 10 years things have be-
come murderous processing paper-
work,” he added

LEVINE, BASM president In 1960,
cuzrently serves as an association dl-
rector. He also serves on ‘the car-
pentees health and welfare board +
and stays active in the business as a
comnllam to The Irvine Group.

vine is highly respected in the
Indu#lr)

“Hes a very honorable gentle-
man,” sald Robert Halperin, a bro-
%er with Ralph Manuel Associates.
“We've had joint ventures. I've never
seen anything In any way, shape or
form that would discredit him.

and-stherthings-going
1t's happening too often.

“Peoples’ attltude toward housing
is different,” he sald. “Peaple buy
ahead of Income and now Income Is
not keeping up.

“Appellie has changed tremen-
dously. Today, a statter home Is
2,000 square feet. You have to offer
peaple a whole heck of a lot of varie.

Jle’savery_bright_ man, peree,
tive, Sometimes he's impatient bee
cause he's so qulck, .

“He's not driven to accumulate :
great wealth. He prefers to succeed -
at levels he sets and It's not based on. ©
moncy. His pro}'ccu have a begin- |
ning and an end,” Halperin said. .
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