Disney’s ‘Beast’ is instant classic

Belleve what you've heard, “Beau-
ty and the Beast,” the new Walt Dls-
ney anlmated feature, Iy every bit as
good — maybe better — than the 60
years of cartoons that preceeded It.

We all know the story. Here, it's
introduced to us in a series of stained
glass windows, 2 new twist on the
storybook pages that used o open
Disney fllms.

A wicked spell, we dlscover, has
tumed a handsome prince Into the
hairy Beast, who raltles around. a
dreary Gothic castle In a perpetually
rotten mood. Unless someone falls (n
love with him before his 21st birth-
day, the Beast will die.

When an old man stumbles upon
his castle, the Beast Imprisons him
In the tower. The man's daughier,
who comes looklng for him, promis-
s to stay with the Beast forever as
long as her father is set free.

Where sappy muslc often got In
the way of a good Disncy yarn, the
slx new songs by Howard Ashman
and Alan Menken both advance the
story and work as hummable, mem-
orable moments by themselves.

Belle, 8 beauty and a bookworm,
delivers a yearning song that bath
establishes her character and seis
her at odds with the townspeople
who consider her an oddball.

GASTON LEADS the pack. He's a
strapplng brute, completely full of
himself, who wanis Belle to marry
him and wlll stop at nothing to see
that she does. When he discovers that
Belle may actually have {celings for
the Beast, he sets off to mount the
creaturc’s head on his wall.
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the pace has been quickened slightly
10 appeal to modern audlences, the
Hlm could casily have been made 30
years ago and looked virtually the
same.

The opening shot dotlies in on a
castle In the distance. The trees we
pass along the way take on an al-
most three-dimensional quallty, a
testament to the multi-plane camera

that has given Disney carioons an’

added dash of realism since the
1940s.

This three-dimensional quality
alsa translates to the lead charae-
ters, who have a greater emotional
depth than the Barble doll Cindere)-
tas and Ken-style princes that came
before them. By the end of the film,
the adult audience s brought to real
tears because the characters are so
believable.

"Reauty and the Beast” s not all
love and mushy stulf, as kids will be
glad to discover. Gaston regularly
abuses his pint-sized sidekick Three
Stooges-style while a trio of animat-
ed houschold objects serve basically
the same comic and choral purpose
as the fish, bird and crab in “The Lit-
tle Mermaid.”

THE CLOCK, teapot, and candela-

they must protect the castle fram in-
vaders, ellciting the loudest squeals
from a meamerized kid audlence.
The animatlon remalns clean and
stmple, with cne noticeable stab at

-Beast have a’ climactic’ dance In a

sweeping falry-tale ballroom, the
cartoon image is melded with fllm of
an actual French castle. The effect
1s surprising and enchanting.

With this and the previous “Llttle
Mermald,” Disney is entering a new
golden age of animated films, The
tragic AIDS-related death of lyricist
Howard Ashman has pui the only
damper on “Beauty and the Beast,”
which should break 1x office
records during the holidays while
Joinlng the ranks of Disney's best-
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