Public hearing promised on county mcmerator
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By Pat Murphy

stalf writer - N

The future of the Michigan De-

envisions s the elimlnation of the
Alr Pollutlon Control Commisslon,
the agency that was to hold at least
one public hearing before acting on
the operating permit for Qakland's
proposed Incinerator,

STATE REGULATIONS call for
the DNR to make a recommendation
on the required permit. But the Alr
Pollution Control Commlsslon was
the agency that was to conduct at
least one public hearing, and subse-
quently .grant or reject the permit
accordingly.

When Engler announced the com-

misslon would be abolished — and
replaced with Lhe yel-to-be-formed
Michlgan Environmenta) Sclence
Board — residents were concerned
there would be no public hearing.

“You bet I was concerned,” said
Dianc L. Pederson, head of Help
Oakland Protect the Environment.

Pederson, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent, is one of hundreds of area resl-
dents who where disappolnted at vo-
ter approval of the proposed solid
waste program In the Nov, 5 elec-
ton.

Particularily in light of the nar-
row margln of victory, 257 votes out

of, 141,783 cast, Pederson and others
oc] En

to continue fighting the Indnenmr

The hearing on the incinerator’s
operating permit was one of the ex-
pected batilegrounds, said Pederson.
Lose that, and opponents would have
one less opportunity to flght the io-
cineral

that would do away with the air
quallty commission and restructure
the DNR.

“We have an active county,” be
sald. “And people were genuinely
concerned” about what the restruc-
tured DNR will ook like, They're
also concerned the public hearing on
the Incinerator would not be held.

“They don't want just a puhllc

She wasn't the only one

“MY PHONE RANG ‘off the
hook," sald Dunaskiss, referring to
pudlic reaction in the wake of the
governor's Nov. 8 executive order

hearing,"

“They want a hearing at an early
point in the declsion-making process.
Nothtng’s worse (han a public hear-
Ing before some bureaucrat who has
already made vp his mind, but goes

through the maﬁonl of a hearing be-
cause it's the law.

One indicatlon of widespread cen-
cern — or rejectlon — of the gover-
nor’s reorganization plans s discus- |
slon in the House of Representatives |
last week. v

The House approved a resolution, »
No. 487, that would negate the gov- .
emor’s proposed DNR restructlng, |

.

and referred it to the Senate, when
It remalned Frida;

Dunaskiss was not sure No. 487 |
would get anywhere. But Jt indicates |
concern aboul what the governar !
might do with the DNR, hesald, -+
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Republicans on the House Conser-
vation Committee want two more
months of negotlations to give Gov.
John Engler and environmentalists a
Department of Naturat Resources
lhey all can live wlth.

“We've polarized,” said Rep. Jan
Dolan, R-Farmington Hills, after the
House voted 69-35 disapproval of
Engler's exccutive order reorganiz-
Ing water and alr quatity boards un-
der DNR.

“The Scnate’s not golng to pass it.”
said Dolan, a member of the Conser-
vation pancl.

Lixely resulls: Engler's order
would stand; a Democratic lawsuit
would charge Engler exceeded his
powers; heavily Republican arcas in
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partment of Natural Resources may
sured nothlng wlll happen on the
hearing flrst, accerding Lo State Sen.
two-part promise from Jim Cleary,
incinerator untll there was a public
the DI
bappen with the inclnerator withoot O
Environmental Protectlon Councll,
“[ "have no falth whatsoever In
would be a disaster.”
rectors and chair of lts fssues com-
ameeting Thursday.
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that kind of promise,” xald Joan Sey-
Seymour, a Southficld restdent, is
mittee. EPC discussed the DNR and
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utive reorganization plan within 60
days, or the plan takes effect. Dead-
tineis Jan. 8.

DOLAN IS joining Rep. Bonald
Yan Singel, R-Grant, in asking En-
gler and other lawmakers to hold up
the orders and suits and allow two
more months — until March 7, 1392
~ for a fresh legislative look at the
problems.

The two key problems:

® Engler's argument that DNt is
slow and Inefticient In issulng per-
mits, He would have work done by
stalf and all policy made by the par-
ent Natural Resources Comniission.
(Dolan notes many Oakland politicas
call DNR the "Department of No
Response.”)

# The environmentalists’ and lo-
cal governments’ view that public
input befare a citizen board Is essen-
tial. Wrote Rochester Hills Mayor
Billle Ireland: “With the elimination
of the Air Pollutlon Control Commis-
sion, . . residents of my community
as well as citizens throughout Oak-
land County will be deprived of a
scheduled publlc hearing on the pro-
posed Oakland County incinerator.”

ENGLER LAST wecek rescinded
one executive order in the face of bi-
Ppartisan opposition — the one climi-
nating the Science Advlsory Board
under the new “potluters pay™ law.
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An 11-0 vote in U\e liomc Conser-

-vation Ct Nov-i9

Aim to back off, even wilhout votes
of the full House and Senae.

In hearings, EMEAC (East Michl-
gan Eavironmental Actlon Council),
headguartered tn  Blemingham,

~charged Engler's actlon “will change
the present process of open review
and publlc input to one where bu-
reaucratlc decislons made behind
closed doors will be the basts of envi-
- ronmental polley.”
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