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\ HE COMMUNITY Center
will host puppeteer and
songstreas . Maureen

Schlff man an_;i Ther’

Thursday, November 28, 1891

By Joanne Malia: k!

slalf writer

A gog order?

That's what at jeast a couple peo-
ple muiTnured as they left an ad hoc
Peliz-MDOT meetlng Nov. 21 follow-
ing a vote to have anly chairman
Mark Davls speak for members of
the group.

But two members, Joc Derek and
Roy Lindhardt, dld not vate on the
motion offered by mcember Mike
Horner, a member of the Farming-
ton Hills Parks and Recreatlon Com-
mlsslon.

Comments to the media — (nclud-
ing the Observer, Detroit News and
radio talk shows — by Derek ard

Farmington, Michigan

Lindhardt in the past (wo weeks,
about wetlands replacement at
Peliz-MDOT and discusslons of the
praposed plan in closed city council
meetlngs, prompted lMorner's
motion.

*1 think lhnt ls uncalled for. 1
think It is wrong, Horner sald, re-
ferring to comments made.

Horner sald members can speak

as Individuals, but “you do not speak

far this committee.”

Mcembers who have spoken to the
QObserver or at public city mectings
about wellands replacement have

nut  represented  themselves as
speaking for the entire committee.

“? FOR onc will always speak aut
whether the werld Sikes It or not,”
said Derck, who did not vote on the
motion. “F've scen unfalrness. I've
heard baloney. 1 won't go away.”

Derck reminded the committee
that “first of all, not many people in
this community are vocal."

Lindhardt, who was quoted In the
Detroit News and on J.P. McCar-
thy’s radio show as calling the pro-
posed wetlands on Peltz-MDOT a

pe: family, For mon information
and’ reservations,” call ‘the Com
munlty Cenm 7 .

 ton High' School " Foot-

bail Bldm thatis
*The event will be held 10 A.m:
ml p.m. Saturday, Dec.'l,ztuw
high school, 32000 Shiawassee,
Farmin Refreshments - wlll
-boavallable, ¥

" Continuous - drawings * will* be
“held from’LL'a.m. to 4 po, A:i.llb

The new sckool xtore. 'I‘be Eud
‘Zone, also will be o open.

IVE VOICE lofy(_mrAhuu-
* day spirit by doing some -
Chrmmu caroling with
people from . ‘the
Farmlnan Communlty Library.
= The. carollng beginy at' 6:30
P.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, at the’
‘Farmingten Branch . 'Library,
23500 Liberty, Participants are
asked to bring a' flasklight lnd
3ome cookles to share.
.. Register by calling the llbury
|H7(~1170

Ammﬂmembux
I + « o that's a chlldren’s

presentation offered at
the Farmington Com-
mnnlly Center at 2 p.i nL Sunday,
Dee. 15,

The* Vvynger Puppet Theatre
Wil present the snimated “sto-
tles from the toy box des[med to
bring a child’s Imaglnation to Life.
Cost i3 $4' perpcrson and $15 per’
tamily..

Tickets may be purchased at
‘the Community Cenur. 24705
Farmington Road. Call 477-8404
- {or more Information. *

EMORY LANE —

From (ke Nov. 29,

) 1951 Farmington En-
risc: .

From the Around -the Block
LColumn: “Santa Claus i comlng
(o town and his helpers, Dancer's
‘Department Store, Mac's 5¢ (o $5
Store, Roberison Hardware and
Hatton's Hardware, are pilching
In 10 help. Together they are of-
fering - an eye-popping display
that’ wlll attract the youngsters
:and, we wouldn't doubt, a few old-
‘slery, oo, The toy manufacturers
have gone all ont thls year, sup-,
plying Santa Claus with a big ar-
ray of practical, useful and nter-
esting toys. They are designed to
kecp the young ones interested
and happy until the next trip by
Kris Kingle. So In the next few
weceks, if you see a blg noisy mob
around the counter in your favor-
ite store, you will know IUs toy
‘lown on display. If you want some
[Iun, Joln Lhe crowd and watch the
expressions .and listen to' the
chatter — that the real Christmas
sprlit you are witnexuing,”

. Items for F‘armlngwﬂ Focus
may be mailed to the Farm-
jngton Ob:zrver. 21898 Farm-
fngton ' Road, Farmington
48348, or. dropped off at the
Jd pey office.

g

- “The kids were super,

St. Fabian
youngsters
‘gobble’ up
feast

Thanksgiving came carly for
about 300 atudents at Sk, Fa-
bian School in Farmington
Hills. On Nov. 20 the ap-
propriately dressed young-
sters were troated to a tur-
key dinner with all the
trimmings scrved in the
gymnasium of the achoal on
12 Mile Road. The event was
sponsored by the student
council and a St. Fabian
parent who is in the cater-
ing busineas prepared lhe
dinner, At left, tourth-grader
John Kern digs in to the
fenst, In the photo above,
tecacher Rite Richardson
{1eft) and one of her secand-
graders, Brendan Smith,
1alk over the turkey, atuff-
ing, pototoes, peas, cran-
berries, rolls. All students
ale together, and the meal
cost each $1.25. This was
the inaugural all-school
Thanksgiving dinner at St.
Fabian, but it'li be back next
year, the principal said.
" she
said. “They enjoyed it so
much,”

Farm buildings

Some concerned about future of old structures

By Joanne Maliszawski
statt writor

“T jusl want {t stated, that's all.”

Costick said,

At least one member of a commiitee charged with
planning a working farm in histarically sigoificant farm
buildings in Heritage Park wants to know why there's a
wait to put the bulldings in a historic district.

T don't see what difference a report makes with your
going ahead and making It a part of a hisloric districl,”

them”

working farm committee member Jeff Stewact told the

Farmlngton Hills City Council Monday.

The previous week the council conceded to a request
from the Farmington Hills parks and recreatlon to wait
for a final repart from the Working Farm Commilice
before designating the farm huildings historic and war-

1hy of protection and prescrvation,

But the councll’s actlon left some confused,
and historle district commissioners

city staff

There's an
wal

Talk boited down to just wh
for the farm buildings that rep
when peaple huilt country estates in Farmington Hills,

“Are you poing 1o ke
lxurh .mnl FrCT

COSTICR RESPONDED:

“intimation”
for the working

Crity Manager William

are the council's plans
nl a period 1n fustory

b these buildings up o U

stion's working farm group} can use
“ histonie district commission chairwoman Ruth
Mochlman asked

down " In fact, $50,000 has been

ar, he added

that becagse of haviog to
farm commitlee’s  report

criainly no one’s ever

Please turn to Poge 2
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Peltz-MDOT committee quieted

Chairman is ‘official’ speaker

“yuppic swamp,” sald, “They (me-
dia) called me at 6:15 a.m,, and I an-
swered their questions.”

He reminded coammittee members
he was called into a spectal meeting
and was Informed of the city’s hopes
{ful plans to replace wetlands from
12 Mile where a boulevard construc-
tion project is continuing. The state
Department of Natural Resources
requires r of

cision in closed session about the
wetlands replacement plan, which
was developed to ohtaln a permit
from the DNR to allow construction
on 12 Mile to contlnue,

Councilwoman Joanae Smith, who
was ejected Nov. 5 and was nat a
part of the closed sesslons, including
Nov. 1t when she was on vacation,
saig that if Peltz-MDQT Is not used
for wetlands replacement, the coun-
cil must discuss land acqulsitlon,
which is acceptable to discuss behind
closed doors, according to the Open
Aectings Act.

Lindhardt also quoted council
woman Nancy Bates as acknowledg-
ing at a council meeting Monday,
Nov, 18, that the councll.made a de-

"FROM A PR standpoint, 1 don't

Ploase turn to Page 2

New reading

machine offers
independence

By Joanne Matiszewski
staff writer

Tmaglne belng read to by Perfect
Paul, Frall Frank or Uppity Ursuta,

{f you're visually impaired you'll
have a chance 10 be read to by any ol
these three voices plus six others,
such as Whispering Wendy, Rough
Rita or Kit, the Kid

The wveices areat real people.
They are synthetic volces on 2
Kurzweil Reading Machine that es-
sentially eliminates the middie man
— someone te record on to braille or
to type In Jarge print for visvally im-

‘The Kurzweil Reading
Machine brings even
greater independence
because it can
immediately read
aloud any works
typewritten or
typeset. . . For the
visually impaired
person, the Kurzweil
can bring the sense of

“The Kurzweil "L"\l.'lllg \l.u:hmo

aired nle. . =
P rhe 'mminmn [ Li- ep that a
+ brary now has 4 Kurweil machine of carrepresents.’
its own available for anyone who is -— Beverly Papai
Vi lely impaired. ibraty direcior

brings even greater
because it can immediately n-ul
aloud - works 1ypewrilten or
(ypeset,” said library direclor Beve
erly Papai.

Through a federal Library Ser-
vices and Conslruction Act grant,
administered by the Library of
Michigan, the Farmington Commu-
nity Library bought one of the ma-
chines for about $10,000.

“That cost is less than a new car.
For the visually impaired person,
the Kurzweil can bring the sense of
independence that a car represents,”
Papai said

PAPAL FIRST met Raymoend
Kurzwerl ~ (he machine’s inventor

- in the mid-1970s al an American
Library Assocsation Conference. At
that time, his machine was the size
of a large Xerox machine and the
synthetic voice was a monotone The
prln- tag was 542,000,
eryone who siw the demon-

stration felt it was magic.” Papa
added.
The Kurzwatl 1s sort of like a

Xerox machine but no where near ity
size. Today the machine s small
cnough to b unde rpdiane seit.

The machine takes a copy of the
printed materals And t's not lait-
el books or magazines. Visually
impaired peaple can brng in tieir

hills or correspondence or anything
olse they want read.

~Someone whe reads braille, for
evxample. They don't have any inde-
pendence 1o read something like
their mail, documents or personal or
professional materials,” Papai said.

Instead of providing a visual out-
pul, the Kurzweil digitizes sounds
into its computer memory. And it
also adds ntonation, 50 il's not
monoalone,” she added.

The machine has twe major com.
ponents The electronics unit huuses
the circuitry and soltware needed
for converting scanned text inta spo-
hen words,

The sccond component is the
scanner, which is an optical device
that takes a picture of the page sou
want to read. The picture is convert-
ed 1nto clectronic data and is further
processed and conyerted into speech.

VISUALLY IMPAIRED users will
listen 1o a tape about how 1o aperate
the machine, including choosing a
volee 1n which they want their mate-
rials read. Headphones also will be
boupht to pravide the user some pri-
Vi apii said

“This 15 information accessibiy
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