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Dolly Witch’s Coconut Christmas

T WAS Nuvember, anit like maost
Novembers in Michigan, it was a
cold, gray, dismal month,

Dally Witeh was nat as young
as she nsed 10 be, Every year the
Afichigan winter seemet to bother her
more. Her boties were aching nial her
crucked se londly wehen she Tieat
over thint the naeise woke up her funay
fut vt that was slevping in frant ofthe
fire.

Something had to be done. 11 would
T months before the warm summer
days woulid return, Winter had only
Just begn sl already she was feeling
too sad 1o enst o happy spell.

Then, suddenly, she had an idea.
Why not Oy down 10 Florids for the
winter”? Dolly bud always enjoyed
shiellpicking on the heaches and
swimming in the warm waters of the
Florida Bay, on the Gulf of Mexica,

She could see it all now. She would
spread i Wlanket on the <andy share,
wnil bask in the sun while she dreamed
of the bold and hnwdy pirates that once
frequented those beaches,

Yea, thut was the life for her, She
guessed your could call her o *sand
witeh,” Dally Inughed at her own pun.

WELL, SHE had male up her
mind. She wauld leave as sann as she
could get ready.

The first thing she did was have her
Dronm checked over and tuned np. A
few ninor repairs were necessary for it
hadn't heen re-hound or even re-
pointed sinve the year she lent it 1o
Santa Claus to defiver presents when
his reindeer got sick from eming
fruitcake and couldn’t snake the trip.

Neat she packed her b OF course,
~he took her frog-green bathing suit
anil ber hot pink " Miami Mumna™ straw
hat, the one with the broad brim, red
anel yellaw flowers and a fluorescent
otane searf that was lang enough to
bluw in the wisul, even when tied
tightly undler her chi,

Then she tucked in two brightly
colured mmsiaes frotn heer closer, Let
the other, more old fashioned witches
wear blach, She prefeered more colozial
dathing.

They cinld keep those horeibly
uncamtortidste pointed-toed 2hes, too,
iVthes liked. Ba tor Dully, st
st wear war sandals and <l pan
heeinust camlortabte pair into her g

Dudly picseed herselt as quite
beaatiful, decked ont in her finers in
2pite of the Laet she s as rontel il
phomp s huttechall.

SHE DID not forget to pack hee
sunglasses, her tanning oil and o by
et iz tor gathering shells. Then <he
ticked up her cat, perched it an her
shunlder, Jocked wpnher hause, and
wated guodby e to the neighbars,

She pointed her sewly paintel
briwm suuthwaord, jumped on it
hatdle and oif she New.

Except for s Blizzand in Ohio, the
weather was good all the way, nndshe
flew nonstop to Snrasata.

edida’t tike Dally Long to find a
nice condo ta sent, ripht on Lidn
Beach. She unpacked, and then went
over1a 8t Armunid’s Key to get some

kitchen
witch
Gundella

orange jinee and a lew groceries,

Dotly Witeh loved shapping an St.
Armand’s circle, She stopped inta the
Pied Piper toy shop aml bought a
couple o bind pappets 1o send 1o her
Btde friends Knvsial and Coveney,
ek in Mivhi bought a
musical | sisterand o
Book for their cousin Corinne,

The next day, she mude posteards by
paainting pivtures on the dried bark she
ettt from the coconut palms on the
brearch.

DOLLY WITCH tad fun in
Flotila, and her <lightly green skin
tuok onahealthy glow fram the sun.
The warm saliw great for

switnning snd she didn’C hive a single
awhear ’
InJi

n.
she tedt preat, and conlid bengl
ily o pick up sund dollurs and
~tarfish washed up on the shore.

But ~omething was wrong, By tnid-
Decembier, Dolly liegan W feel lonely,
She really Toved Florils, huat the people
~he doved were all in Michigan.

Shealidn’t really want 1o go buack to
the cold weather up north, but cven
flving ber green dragon Kite over the
by st 'tas much s as she theught
it would he, without ansone brenjoy it
with her.

Then Dolly Witch got s wanderful
ideal Why not invite her divde friends
urystal amd Coveney to come and visi
her durimz their sehual holiday
haby sister was ~til) too little to enjoy
plaving in the sand, aud their cousin
Catinme waan't reatly old enovich i
Ioave et mathoer ver, either.

artwork by GWER DILTRICH

Da'ly Wrtch, her bones aching, decided 1o spend the winler in ihe

ap e Sarasoti

But Cineney and Krystal we
atnl Tand il their prarents said
they conld Ny down ron an airplans
cotteseband she could meel them it the
airpeort.

e ages O

DOLLY DIDNI vven wait until six
a'clich when the rates clanged. She
went right then and telephoned the
siels mnther,

The twa little sisters had o

HERE Is Brsaral and Covenen's
[IENI TR ITH
COCONUT ICE CREAM

SNOWRBALLR

o toahe win o these, yousall s d
et plan vamills e crean
Ahiredibed o aked o
Mochatan, vear s have touse the
wend v bus ot g han

A D) of warin swater

G leaves .
Glinthe red camibles ahe Rind sou pot
on tarthiday cahesy

Usipg sour s, shape the e
creatninta ~iyhanl pached
“enowhadlsT You may wish todipyour
hatds into the warnn wate
o casionally, to nshe this visier.

Roll vich st badl in the cocannt.
until well covered, Place it ona serving
plate. Srich i catdle in ll!l"lup. and
jarnislwith omint leafl Ligha the
ndle, and serve.

Yoz may wish to make these shead
at time and place them in the lny'(-lvf
during dinner. Tnke them out, light the

I and serve then for aiessert.
Vrlcave the mon the tree s s tan
Lorthes will et frevzer

artwork by GWEN DIL191CH
To nag Dally Wateh ol her sadness and
EIRGEY Krystal ang Coveney
made it lce Cream Snowballs
from vanila e ¢ream and shredded
cocnnut.

! Flonda Vinner funny, 14t cat on her shoulgers, sne e

wondertul time in Florida, They helped
Didtls 1y the green dragan kite and
they met other chilileen to play with on
the beach. They picked up sand
dollars, and Dolly Witch told ull the
children the legend of that lieautiful, -
fragile shell,

Then they painted the poinsettins on
the shells bright red and hung them on
thi- Christmas tree with 1y green
tilibuns.

They also painted pictures of palm

sy shells, sailboasts and aeaulls an
n eovonuts they picked up fram
Fe neath the trees to send back home as
Chri-tinas atts,

Pl opretied one of the ssper ones
astd tonk ant W hi brown s oconnt lrom
the conter, Thes made hobe cmthe el
ot st ambdrank the coconut “mitk™
vinside Then thes brahe apen the
atnd e The sweet white meat,

Dl cut apchamba ot it and put it
i the Blender When it was shredded,
e used it 1o tnahe coconuat coa
atnd covonul creaan pie.

The gisls wete having i great tiime
bt sull Dratly felethere was
~omething missing Swillends, Coveney
noticed a tear in Dolly's exasand asked
what was wrong, .

“Oh, nothing, really,” ansswired
Dol “But Christmas just doesn’t
sevin like Christioue without a luele
anow,”

“DON'T FEEL ~ad, Dolly,” snid
Krystal, "Coveney and [ will make
snowballs for vou. Yaou go lie on the
beach nnd we will surprise you fater.™
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