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what he comiders a difficult piece,
Britten's “Rejoice In the

p Kolinski has come a long way,
Redford Catholic. Central High
ol to Broadway, Now he's com-
back.

he slar of “Les Miserables” in
w York, Kolinski will be the fea-
tered performer at a benefit concert
Mercy High School in Farmlngton
Bils, The “Celebrating The Arts”
dncert 18 scheduled for Dec. 8 at 3
and will honor former art
acher Sister Mary Ignativs Denay
apd musie teacher t:ind conductor

ry
d come back if T got the chance
perform,”- Kollnsk! said. “1'dld

CONCERT wiil raise money
fon-the school's performing and fine
arts’ programs at Mercy. The pro-
gram will feature works by artists
from Vivaldl to Bach. The school's
oohoert: cholr, dance company, the
Mercyalres and the orchestra, con-
ducted by “Mr. B,” and Livonla
Symphony Conductor Francesco Di
Biasi will perform along with Kolln-
oy
nHanoring two of the Mercy's “in-
sitgtions” will be worth it for Kolin-
ki, who Is taking time off from "Les
Miz" to return, perform, and spend a
1itle, time with family in Birming-
ham before returning to New York.

Although Kolinski wil) perform

Lamb,” he's looking forward to a
break in the action, o

* *I'm the only original cast mem-
ber left (after a five-year Broadway
run of “Les Miz")," he sald. I get a
week off every six months and three
personal days a year.”

But- Kolinski isn't ' complaining
about the work. He's enjoyed success
In productions of - “A Christmas
Carol,” “West Slde Story,” “Briga-
doon™ and others, but work was nev-
er that steady
forming in “Les Miz."*

“This ‘'was virgin terzitory for
me," he sald. “The longest thing I'd
been Lo had been 20 weeks, from re-
hearsal to the {Inal night.”

And after about cight years of
“living hand to mouth” and working
odd jobs to Keep afloat, the long-run-
ning hit was welcome, But being o
part of a successful musical has been
a challenge at times as well, he sald.

“After 1'd done “les Miz" for
about a year and a half I was really
tired,” Kolinski said. “Then
changed roles. I've found that If you
go out every night and reallze that
this is the first'time that audience
has seen It, if you work to improve
the character, it does work.”

THE CHANCE to return with his
wife, farmerly Allison L K

untll he began per-.

star performs at ben

.
efit

Musician strikes & chord with students

'As a young man, in order to avold
captivity, he walked through Slberla
with his most important (reasure
and companlon == his vielln. -~ -

. He survilved, spending years (n
Manchurla as a conductor before ar-
riving in the couniry that would be-
come his permanent home, the Unlt-
cd States.

Michael “Misha” Bistritzky, “who
will admit to belng 90, is betng hon-
ored for his commitment to Mercy

High School, to music and to the
arts. .

Mr. “B" reccived his bachelor's
and master’s gegrees in music {rom
Wayne_State University and taught
muslc theory and conducted the
school's symphony orchestra and
chamber groups for more than 25
years. In 1971, he joined the musle
department at Mg:rcy.

His former students Include:
James Waring, Roy Bentson and Jo-

seph Stziptin of the Detroit Sympho- -

ny Orchestra; Joyce Tlecganis,. con-
cert master of Lhe Mlnneapolls Sym-
phony Orchestra; Edie Haladgoff,
violinist with the Los Angeles Sym~
phony Orchestra and Miye Our-
zouchlan, first viola with the Metro-
politan Opera. .

Bistritzky will be honored at the
“Celebratlon of the Arts” benefit
concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 8, at
the Merey High School avditorium in
Farmington Hills.

Joe Kolinskl, a Redford Cath-
olic Centrat grad, will return
to the school where he began
his-acting and ainging career.

son. It will be their first wedding an-.
niversary. Both Kollaskl and hls wite
had studled with Teevens before
leaving for New York. They only re-
allzed how much they had in com-
mon after they met in the Big Apple.

Why would Kolinski, a DCD gradu-
ate, perform at the all-glrls school in
Farmington Hills? Mercy gave him
his flrst opportunities to perform.
Those flrst amateur performances
led to others in the Detroit arca.
Eventually, his talents pald off In the
form of a schotarship to the Univer-
sity of Detrolt.

For Tcevens, who has taught at
Mercy for 3% years, scelng a former
student succeed is “a thrill”" cspe-
cially what it takes to

to performing a difflcult work In
front of family and frlends was
something Kolinski could not resist.
The night also will be speclal to the
actor and hls wife for another rea-

become a success on Broadway. And
having been a successful performer
before seitling down to a teaching
career and famlly, Teevens knows
what it takes.

First Night button sales begin

Bultens for Flrst Night In Bir-

mingham, a New year's Eve celebra-
~ tion of the arts, go on sale Nov. 28.

"“This evening provides singers,
performers, dancers an other artlsts
an opportunity to work, to be no-
ticed, and to expand their craft,”
said Nancy Nelson, event co-chalr-
woman,

Held on New-Year's Eve at dlffer-
ent gltes throughout Blrmingham,
First Night offers dozens of perfor-
mances in a number of different ar-

tistlc spheres.

Spansored by corporate and pri-
vate donatlons, First NIght/Bir-
mingham is a non-profit project of
the Cultural Council of Birming-
ham/Bloomfleld.

Three popular acts headline this
year's event — the Chenille Sisters,
the Prism Quartet and Jimmy
“Spoon Man™ Krews.

The Chenllle Sisters, a nattonally
known vocal trlo, weave tight har-
monles and wacky humor Into a mu.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

sical cvenlng. Prism Quartet’s saxo-
phones and electronlc wind Instru-
ment draw jazz and contemporary
sounds Inte iis chamber musle reper-
tolre.

Krews turns the traditlonal art
form of spoon playing Into a cap-
tlvating comedy performance.

First Night/Blrmingham also in-
cludes, ‘dance, mini-musicals, and
hands-en fun for children. Butlons
for entrance Lo all First Night enter-
tainment, including a midnight New

Featuring the
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SUNDAY, DEC. 1, 1991

the direction of 1. Frederick Detlasen.

' St. Christopher Church

presents

First Annual

3l

Rackham Symphiony Cholr under

mont - Detroit

Tickets: Adults *5™
Seniors/Students *4*
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“You must bo organized and fol-
low whatever you get,” Teevens
sald. “He (Kollnskl) went up very
{ast. And he's a nlee guy. He's not
pretentious.” .

TEEVENS SAID his former pupll
will be ready to move on when “'Les
Mlz" closes. .

“He studies other materla),”
Teevens sald. “You have to in this
busincss.”

But Kolinski has no plans to leave
the successful musleal, at least for
now,

“They gave me eight weeks off to
work on a soap opera ("One Life to
Live"), and I really enjoyed it,” Kol-
inski said. “Just about every per-
former would ltke to try films, TV
and stage. But I will not leave 'Les
Miz' untll something really good,
that seems like It will last comes
along."

Nov. 29 -

Year's Eve celebration in Shain
Park are $5.

They will be available beginning
Nov. 29 at the Birmingham Commu-
nity House, Blrmingham & Bloom-
field Kroger stores, Birmingham lo-
cations of Fidelity Bank & Michlgan
Natlona) Bank, Crowleys, Tavern on
13, Dell Unique & Morels, both on
Telegraph.

Buttons arc $7 if purchased on
New Year's Eve.

35

Tro
2085 West Big Beaver
Between Cmoﬁs' & Coolidge

643-7720 or 1-800-245-CASA

Teacher shaped

Sister Mary Ignallus Denay, a
Mercy nun for well over €0 of her 84
years, is responsible for the creatlon

.of the art department of Merey High
School, a department she shaped and
ng\;;lshcd for 30 years from 1949-
1979,

On Sunday, Dec. 8, she will be hon-
ored by friends and students for her
years of commitment to the school,
for those she has inspired and chal-
lenged.

In 1978, Scholastl Ine Inc.

art department

of New York honored Sister Mary
Ignatlus as the only leacher whose
students had won Blue Ribbons and
Hallmark Awards in consecutive
years. Many of her students have
gone on ta careers in art.

Her mosalcs can be found in tocal
churches, at Mercy High Schoo) and
at the Mercy Center. At 5t Mary's
Hospital In Grand Raplds, a series of
her mosales, based on the elght

hang en the walls.

Tickets for "Celebration of the
Arts” are $25 for the concert only.
Sponsored tickets, ranging from
$150 to $1,000 are available, and
include the concert and reception,
and a dinner at the Mercy Center.

The concert is a1 3 p.m., Sunday,
Dec. B in the Mercy High School
auditorium, 29300 11 Mile Road,
Farmington Hills. For further in-
formation, call Johanna
Monaghan at 478-8922.

Michigan Ballet Theatre pre-
sents the 25th anniversary produc-
tion of the hollday elassic ballet,
“The Nutcracker Ballet,” 7 pm.
Friday, Dec. 6, 1:30 and 830 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 7, and 1:30 pm.
Sunday, Dec. 8, at West Bloomficld
High School wlith the Birmingham-
Bloomficld Symphony Orchestra.

This gala production features a
cast of over 110 dancers, actors

Nutcracker performance set

and acrobats,
They wlll be performling at South
Lyon High School with the Bir-

ymphony
Orchestra, 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
14 and 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 15,
Tickets $5 to $12 for information
on West Bloomtfield performance,
call 624-5590. For information on
the performance in South Lyon,
call 624-5590 or 437-8105. .

OUR GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT!

CASA LUPITA
@rroz con Pollo

Our Complete Chicken with Rice Dinner Includes:
» Our Espinaca con Queso Appelizer
* Arroz con Pollo (Tender picces of boneless chicken
breast lightly sauteed in a mild sauce with fresh
mushrooms, tomatoes and greent onion, scrved
over rice with steamed vegetables)

* Poco Fried Jce Cream

pinner

Hurry, expires December 5, 19911

CASA LUPITA

Rescrvations Gladly Accepled

(Chickert with Rice}

Espinaca con Queso

A GET AWAY THAT'S NOT FAR AWAY

Rooms From $49

- Kids 12 and Under, Stay Free -

«+ Indoor Poal/Whirlpooi
« Indoor Watertall
« Whirlpool Suiles

- Heart Shape Jacuzzi Rooms
« Fun Cenler
+ Rooms To Fit All Needs

Fri. & Sat.

Your Choice Of One:
- Sunday FREE or Sat. - Sunday « % PRICE

[ Best Western |
| 20% OFF ROOMS |
| SUNDAY thru THURSDAY |

Expires December 30, 1991
l Far more Information call: |

313) 667-9444

SUUECT 10 AVARADRITY
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