First-class performances in ‘Chicago’

Performances of the Birming-
ham Village Players production
of “Chicago,” continue through
Dec. 7 at the playhouse, on the
cormer of Hunter and Chestnut,
south of Maple in Birmingham.
For ticket information call the
box office at 644-2075 any time,
There will be a Sunday brunch/
matince 12:30 pan. Sunday, Dec,
1. Tickets ure auailable at the
door, but reservations are recom-
mended.

Capturing the -wild decadence of
the Roaring ‘208, the Blrmingham
Village Players present a wonderful
producllun of the Jazz musical “Chl-
cago” that features {irst-class per-
fomances and - exceptionally good
choreography.

Thanks to the wacky journalistic
style of the day, and a public that

Barbara
Michals

thrived on sensational murder cases,
murderesses In Chleago became in-
stant celebrities carnlng fame and
fortune, and usually, their freedom.
Having just murdered her lover,
adultress Roxle Hart (Vickki Gasko)
learps the ropes from her fellow.
prison inmate Velma Kelly (Lelssa
Pulido), her matron {(Maureen Cook),
and her flamboyant lawyer Billy
Flynn (Brent D. Billock). Each time
she thinks she can beat the system
and go It alone, she is humbled by

the fickleness of the press and pub-
lic.

Along the way, there are snappy

" Kander and Ebb tunes and jazz danc-

ing in the distinctlve style of Bob
Fosse (who also co-authored the
book with Ebb).

As Roxie, Gasko Is a perfect “doxy
with moxy.” She's tough, resillent
and delight{ully exuberant. She betts
out tunes like “Funny Honey,” “Rox-
te” and "Me and My Baby.” Looklng
like a rag doll on her lawyer's knee,

she does a very humorous rendltion
of "We Both Reached for the Gun."

Pulido is outstanding as Velma,
Roxle's rival for the public’s atten-
tion. Outwardly tough but really vul-
nerable, she pouts like 2 winsome
Kewple doll. Pulldo handles . the
dance numbers with great splrit and
polse, leading the company in “All
That Jazz,” “Cell Block Tango,"” and
“When Velma Takes the Stand,” plus
performing the knock-out solo *I
Can't Do It Alone.”

Blllock s very betlevahle as the
slick and eolly Fiynn. His pleasant
voice works well In “All I Care
About,” an honest self-appralsal, and
“Razzle Dazzle,” a sardonfc look at
the justice system.

As the raatron, Cook s appropri-
ately hard-bolled, extolling the bribe
system in “When You're Good lo
Mama” and joining Velma is Jament-
ing the loss of "'Class.”
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Deadline for the Upcoming en-
tertainment  calendar is  three
weeks akead of publication. Send
items to be considered for publis
cation to: Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment Editor, the Observer &
Eccentric, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia 48150.

® TIN WHISTLE COFFEE
HOUSE

‘The Paint Creck Folklore Soclety
will hold lis Tin Whistle Colfee
House 7:30-10:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
30 In Fellowshlp Hall of the Univer-
sity Presbyterian Church, 1385 S,
Adams Road in Rochester Hills. Per-
forming groups will include “'Second
Opinion™ from Lansing, and “Divl-
slon Street™ feom the greater Detroit

. metro area. In addition, several
members of Paint Creck will per-
forming. Tickets are $6 and avail
able from any Paint Creek Society
member or at the door, For informa-
tion, cal) 552-0817 or 422-1925.

® MIKADO

Michigan Opera Theater wil) host
a family-oriented performance of
“The Mikado” 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
30 at the Fisher Theatre in Detroit.
Children's tickets $10, only valid at
the MOT ticket services office, 6519
Second. Call 874-SING for informa-
tion. A party with activities for chil-
dren will take place at the Fisher
1:15 p.m. Nov. 30,

® MEADOW BROOK THEATRE

Meadow Brook Theatre presents
“A Christmas Carol" Nov. 29
through Dec, 29 at the theater on the
campus of Oakland University in Ro-
chester Hills For tickels, calt 377-
3300,

@ “A CHRISTMAS CAROL"
The Farmingion Unitarian-
Univesalist Chureh will present the
Parlour Players in “A Christmas
Carol” 7 pan. Sunday, Dec. 1 at the
church, 2;301 Halsted Road, Farm-
inglon ilills. Tickets $7 adults, chil-

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

T
dren 12 and over, scniors §5, chll-
dren under 12, free. Call 478-7272
weekdays for information.

@ AVONPLAYERS
Avon Players of Rochester an-

nounces open auditions for Nell
Simon's “Broadway Bound,” 7:30
p.m. Dec, 2 and 3 at the Avon Play-
house on Tienken Road east of Ro-
chester Road. For information, call
557.8777.

Come To Our House
This Thanksgiving!

We're serving a Thanksgiving Day
Grand Buffet from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Holiday Punch » Pumphin Soup » Build Your Own Salad Bar «
Assortment of Salads du Chef » Tresh Fruits & Cheeses «
Vegelable Cudite « Treshly Boked Breads & Pastries « Cold
Boiled Shrimp » Seafood fasta « Vegelable & Breaklast Quiches
« Custoni Ometette Station « French Toast « Candied Yams =
Mashed Polatoes « Fresh Broceoli » 8aked Acorn Squash «
Traditional Roast Tuthey w Stufting & Giblet Gravy + Grilled
Frosh Mahi Mahi + Carving Station w Baked Ham & Roast Beef

» Assorted Desserts Traditonal & Not 8o Traditional

Adulis $14.95 » Children 12 & Under 56.95 Chitdren under 5 FREE

Christmas Fair in the Gift Shop
30" OFF Gifts. Clothing & Jewelry
December 5th & oth 7 am-10 pm

For Resecrvations Call: 680-9797, ext. 6605
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Make Your Dream Home
A Reality.
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is hilarious as
Mary Sunshine, the clty’s leading
“sob sister” journallst, who adds an
exaggerated, but very pleasant
soprano to the chorus of reporters.

John Picha Is very likeable as
Amos, Roxle's “hopelessly gullible
husband. Hls “Mister Cellophane,”
however, doesn’t stir enough pathos,
partly because he's overwhelmed by
the orchestra,

All of the supporting dancers are
very good, and chorcographer Dee
Dee John's-Charlton has done a fine
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Vikkle Gasko as Roxie Hart and Brent D. Blllock as Billy Fiynr
in the Birmingham Village Players production of Fred Ebb -n‘d""
Bob Fosse's musical “Chicago.”
Jjob of adapting the large scale pro-  sets, the production’s only real weaks*
duction numbers to the confines of  ness. .
the Village Player's stage.

Director Michae) Gravame kecps

Datbara Michals is a retired

the show llvely throughout, and the
nine-piece orchesira, under musical
director Joan Bowes mostly sounds
first-rate. The sparkling costumes
fairly compensate for the dowdy

Southfield English teacher. A thda
ater critic Jor the last 17 pearss
she is an inveterate ploygoer who
regulorly cotches up on all thc'
New York productions.
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We'd Like to Help
You Help Them.

The

issues for people with aging
parents am pcrplexmg # you see
your parent’s lifestyie
deteriorating.,  naturslly  you
fee)l campelled to heip
Independenca Village offers |
o more catered lfestyle
for those seniars who necd
o helping hand with dayto
-doy tosks. We offer.
* Menls in diningroom
* Social actvitics
« Daily housekeeping
* Freo linen service
» Free scheduled van
trunsportation
. "te Personal & meal
: reminders k
* Assistance & bathing |
* Wellness chne |
B = 24 Hour emergency
. . call system
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For moru informetion or n personal appointment call:

313-229-9190
Managed by PM One of PM Group
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