- Furry little kittens at the Auburn Hills humane society shelter
. are looking for homes but the animals soon wiit grow into cats,

" By Helen Nismisc
© staff writer

:  Everyone encourages clothing,
+ Jewelry or scents as holiday glfts,
. but cuddly puppies or furry kittens
: arcanother matter.

““The Michigan Humafe Society
cets strongly that anlmals should
NOT be given as gifts — especially
surprise gifts. One veterinarian
. agrees, even though he- gave his
. daughter a kitten at Christmas and
+ sald her joy was “heartwarming.”

Everyone agrees pets make great
companions.
:  Michigan Humane Society execu-
© tive director Gary Tiscornla sald he
* can't fault the motivatlon of the gift-
. Biver.

“These people are trylng to give a

. gift of love and what Is more lovable
than a cute, Ntile critter? But glving
pets is not a real good ldea, either
. for the recipient or the pet,"” Tlscor-

nia said.

A PET, Tiscornla sald, is a 10 to
1§ year commitment and both pet
and owner should have complemen-
tary temperaments and personall-
ties. The match is Impossible to
achieve by a third party, he sald.

Alexander Byron, a Southfield vet-
crinarian, sald surprising someone
with a pet for the holidays is a bad
idea but he doesn't rule iu\lupeu as
gilts, under very strict conditions.

He gave his daughter a kitten for
Christmas four years ago, but knew
that he and his family wanted a pet

‘anyway.

“When my daughter woke up, she
heard the meowing and the look on
her face was heartwarming. But we
didnt get the kitlen just to see the
look on her face,” Byron sald. "We
made a long-term commitment (o
care for this pet.”

Buylog a family pet as a holiday
present Is one thing but Byron said
buying a surprise puppy or kitten for
a friend Is an outrageous ldea.

“THEY'RE NOT (oasters. You
can't return them just because you
made a mistake,” Byron sald. “I
would say that the only tme to buy a
pet for a friend is If they very specif-
jcally indicated their destre and ad-
vises ‘the donor about the breed and
other specifics.”

Dan Tilt, owner of World of Pets -

In West Bloomileld, sald buyers
should not think that blrds require
tess care or attention than pupples
and kittens, even though some see
them as lower selec:

vy
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which require family time and atfection, as well as food, water

and shelter.

higher level of care and have strong
beaks that can destroy ltems or In-
jure fingers if the blrd lsn't handled
correctly, TIIt said,

Better bird cholees for children
and young adults are parakeels or
cockatiels, because they enfoy in-
teracting with humans.

“Tame birds have such wonderful
personallties,” Tilt said, Finches and
canaries, Tilt added, are baslcally
ornamental . and do not Interact
much with humans.

Birds are becoming increasingly
popuar because they are “beautlful
and relaxing,” and are becoming
more common sights in restaurants
and office buitdings.

THE HUSTLE OF the holiday sea-
son makes il next to impossible to
provide sufficient time and a safe
environment {o acclimate to a new
puppy or kitten, he added.

tions.

“Blrds like a lot of atteatlon and
the more the handled, the more they
Interact,” Tilt sald. “If. you get a
bird, put It ina cage and leave ltina
corner, you don't get the full benedlt
of the bird’s personallty.”

Fish, Tilt said, requlre less care;
feeding once a day and changing the
water once a month. "But there Is
mare to a fish tank than just fish and
water,” Tilt said. "We explain to cus-
tomers what Is involved.”

Larger birds, such as parrots and
macaws, are not recommended for
Hrst time bird buyers, Thoy need a

Extension cords, glass
and poisonous holly plants are ail po-
tential hazards to steer young ani-
mals away from. And, Tiscornia
salid, wlth partles and visits, the re-
cipient may not have adequate time
to bond with the pet.

House training, tecaching com-
mands and seiting up an cxercise
routine also require time,

‘The house also should be ready for
a pet, Byron said, with proper food,
toys and other needs met before the
young anlmal moves in.

Pups need more bonding time than

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of'the,

Farmington-area police  inci-
dents, fire culls and court cuses
yeported during the past week:

@ ROBBERY ATTEMPT AND
ASSAULT REPORTED

. A 20-ycar-old Detrolt man cs-
caped serious injury after he stopped
to help whom he believed was a

Stranded woman, motorist. The mo-

torist and an accomplice then at-
tacked him and tried to rob him on
westbound 1-696 carly Friday morn-
ing, according to a Farmington Hills
pollce report.

The man told police he was driv-
Ing on 1-696, ncar Haggerty, when he
saw a woman near a car pulled over
on the shoulder with the hood up.
‘When the woman flagged him down,
‘he stopped.

“Please can you help me? My car
‘broke down,” the woman told the
‘Detroit resident, who said he swould
«call police. “No, Can you help me?”
-the woman asked.

: The man noticed the woman had a
-small, chrome-plated revolver polnt-
‘ed at him. "Get out of the damn
‘ear,” the woman sald. fle got out and
“at gunpolnt walked to the back of the

car.
. The Detroiter then notlced a man
istanding by what was thought to be
:the stranded car, a 1974 Pontlac.
“The man had a non-folding hunting
-Xknife In his hand. “Give mc all your
smoney,” the man reportedly sald.
The Detralt resident kicked the
_“woman in the stomach, causing her
Ito {all to the ground. When her ac-
xomplice began to struggle with the
:‘man he hit him In the face. The man
then began waving his knlfe and cut
the Detroit resident on his hand and
Lewrist.

As the Detroit resident ran to his
car he felt the knife cut his right
arm, He still managed to get into his
car, drive across the {reeway medl.
an to Botsford General Hospital,
where he received 16 stitches.

® ROBBERY REPORTED

A 38-year-old Detrolt man was at
the Farmington Auto Wash on Eight
Mile, Saturday when two men, one
whom he knew from prevlous years,
asked him for a ride. That ride re-
sulted in a chaln of events that ended
with the Detroit man being robbed of
$170, according to a Farmington
Hills police report.

When the men got into the Detroit
resident's car, one of the mcn almed
a revolver on him and told him to
drive. The trio drove around for
awhile and eventually ended up In
Detroit, near Grand River and West-
brook

When they stopped the two uniden-
tified men took ihe Detroit resident’s
pants, containing $170 cash and his
Jacket. The two also dropped the
man’s car keys down the sewer.

® MAILBOXES SMASHED

Twao matlboxes at scparate houses
on Fredricksburg were smashed
Nov. 21, according t¢ a Farmington
Hills police report.

One of the two mailboxes also was
knocked over. Damage was estimat-
ed to each of the mailboxes as less
than $100.

® CARFIRE

A car parked behind Botsford
General Hospital recelved an estl-
mated $2,500 in damaged after It
caught fire Nov. 19, according (o a
Farmington HIlls flre report.

When fireflghters arrived they

found a small fire under the left side
of the car’s dash board. The fire was
belicved to have been caused by a
short circult.

® HOUSE FIRE

Damage was estimated at $5,000
when a house on Wildwood Trail
caught fire-Nov. 21, three weeks af-
ter the homeowner installed Insula-
tion in the attic, according to a
Farmington Hills firc report.

Fircfighters found heal damage
around 2 light fixture and the cell-
ing. Fircfighters removed the ceiling
and checked the attic. The owner
told firefighters he had installed the
insulation. The attic also had a light
fixture with a 200-watt bulb. The in-
sulation was believed 10 be too close
to the light fixture,

® THEFTS REPORTED

A glass - sculpture  valued at
$12,500 was reported stolen from the
Habitat Galleries on Northwestern
Highway on Nov. 21.

Wirewheels valued at $400 were
reported stolen from a 1986 Oldsmo-
bile at the Kotla office bullding on
Eight Mile, Nov. 22, -
® BURGLARY

A night Janitor, locking up the
Farmington Training Center just af-
ter midnight Saturday morning,
heard what sounded like two or three
kids mnnin},-‘lcmss the gym floor.
There vr? no slgn of forced cntry,
but the J4nilor thought a door might
have been left open from somebody
attending adult cducation classes
carlier, Later, Farmington police ob-
served that one inslde door that led
to the attlc above the gym was
pulled from Its lock. A brace con-
Wining four squares to the door was
pulled out.

Give a puppy a break — don’t give

kittens or birds, but Byron sald all
pets need time to become acqualnted
with their adoptive family and new
digs.

"PUPPIES ARE more social and
they need to ldentlfy quickly with
their new pack, the family: The new
puppy owner needs to make a time
commitment of at least six ‘months
1o allow the pet to adjust,” Byron
sald .

Id.

Leaving for a holiday party and
being away for several hours will
not affect a kitten or bird as much as
a pup, Byron warned. A puppy look-

Thursday. November 26, 1091 O4E

* SHELTER
T 4

i RIICINECA

Buddy, a 1-year-old Golden Retriever/Labrador mix, cranes his

neck as Humane Soclety executlve director Gary Tiscornla
gives him a scratch. Buddy {s an example of a fong-shot adop-

tion, Tiscornia said. The dog is neutered, handles well'on a
leash and “Is lovable,” Tiscornia said, but he ls a year old and
most people are looking for pups.

a puppy

ing for its family either will try to
escape (18 confined area or will chew
or destroy things out of frustration.

11 you want to give a {riend or rel-
ative a pet, Tiscornia suggested that
the dopor take the friend to the
Humane Society or olher pet source,
rather than choose one for them,

The Humane Soclety doesn't siop
its adoption program during the holi-
days, though Tiscornla said the
screening process is “very heavy™ in
December.

“WE DO THAT (or the sake of the
owner, as well as the sake of the ani-

as a gift

mal. If someone is adopiing an ani-
mal as a gift or for small children,
we may not allow the adoption to be
tinalized unti] after the holidays,”
Tiscornia. “We don't want to see
critters returned the second week of
Janvary.”

The shelter does see an increase in
animals dropped off in January,
though the overwhelming majority
comes jrom pet stores, breeders or
neighborhood litters. The screening
process, Tiscornia said, cuts down on
shelter returns “becanse we tell the
people exactly what they’re getting
Into.”

Music! Dance! Art! Fun!

PLAN NEW YEAR’S EVE Now!?

First Night ®/Birmingham is a New Year’s Eve celebration of the arts you
don’t want to miss! Your &5 hutton is admission to dozens of exciting
performances at convenient sites all around Birmingham.

Delight in the music: vocals, jazz, gospel, rock, country, blue grass and
classical. Laugh with the comedinns, admire dance and the visual arts while
the kids enjoy story tellers, playlets, music and hands-on art projects.
There’s something for everyone at this alcohol-free event!

R —
CATCH THESE
GREAT ACTS!

The Chenille Sisters

Tight vocal harmonies and wacky
humor .

The Prism Quartet
Jazzinged chamber muaic with
saxophones

Jimmy“Spoon Man™ Krews
Musical comedy spoon playing
The Exccutives

Biig band dance

Chris Kase

Hot jaze

Puppet Place Touring
Theater

Emmy Award-winning puppetry

Michigan Opers Theater
“Litde Red Riding Hood"

A Slid Gald Sound DJ
Rock ‘o’ Rap

And more, more, mare!

ADMISSION

SPONSORS:
The Community Hous:
Booth Communications
D'Arcy Masius Beaton & Bowha
Ford Mator Company
Graphic Enterprives, Ine.

The Junior League of
Birmingham

The Ryoper Company

Map! Fenten

AtThe Community House in
Birmingham, Birmingham &
Bloomficld Kroger storea,
Birmingham locations of Fidelity
Bank & Michigan Nationd)
Bank, Crowley's, Tavern on 13,
Beli Unique & Morels, both on
Telegraph through Dec. 30.
Huttons are $7.00 if purchased
on New Year’s Eve at City Hall.

BE PART OF
FirsT NIGHT Y BiRMINGHAM

PR
Motorula
Northwest Airlines

The Obrerser & Eeventris
Newnpapers

Olga™s
WIR
™2
Wi TI

tiona! Please cal

Firen NughaThrmingham 1o & nesn prata peagect of the Cuhutal Counal of ParminghamTlsomliadd end made posable by thear and ether proereus gonsnrs.
Tou Cary of Rirmanghare 44 & cwoursburar te the evemt

ot to help? There's lota of room for your time, talent and contribu

340-6688 far details!




