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GIFT GUIDE1

Thursday, Novemnber 28, 1991

Gift giving — It’s a Hanukkah custom

By Dabbie Wallis Landau
speclal writor

has become cust ry to §

ANUKKAH, THE Jewish
Festival of Dedication,
begins at sundown this year
on Sunday, Dec. 1.
This festival holiday celebrates the

ed historical r ication of
the Second Temple in 165 BCE, when,
against all odds, the Maccabees —
Mattathias, his five xons and their
followers — triumphed over the Syrian
vppressors who tried to destroy Jewish
belief and convert all chs to the ways
of Hellenism.

Jews all over the world ohserve
Hanukkab with joyous
cummemoration signified by the
lighting of the Hanukkah menorah.
Mare than any other symbeal, thia
cundelabrum with nine candle holders
recalls u mirucle that occurred when
Judah Mucenbee allegedly found only
one vinl of sacramental oil left to ignite
the Temple menornh. The oil should
have only burned for one night, but
instead Justed for eight.

Waorshippers in the subsequent
centuries to the present day, therefore,
have obe tival holidny for
eight duys und nine nights, which
begins ench year on the Hebrew lunnr
calendar on the 25th day of Kislev,

WHEN GIFT GIVING on this
holiduy nctually begnn is a much

By Debble Wallis Landau
special wrlter

RADITION! TRADITION! ix
a Southicld husiness run by
Alicia R, Nelson, who
- charncterizes her diversifi
gift selection as “everything Jewk
Nelson vffers an expansive selection
of menorim, crafted in various metals,
slloys, cernmivs, stained glass, cust
atuminum and other materials,
Slse works closely with about 35
ditivrent artists andl can arrange
¢ ions of ariginnl designs1fa

custamer has np iden different from

what is reaclity availahle,

Thividalub sets to usher out the
Sahbath, Matzoh und Challah covers,
Sedur plates nml clocks with Helirew
symbols ure other items that wauld
muske un appropriute gift for v fewish
e,

Holiday gift choices varied

Twelve calligeaphers as well as
wenvers nre ather sources Nelson enlls
upe fer personalized and custom
creations.,

“We have some lovely items for
habies that nre strong el such as
Lhe haby Dlanket with the chill's nnme

" vither wiven into the fabric or

n|lpl|l||ml on,” she snid. “Some of the
chitdren's apparel can be designed
with Hunukkuh symbols or Hebrew
names. We sell ‘First Hanukkah' hils
for infants.”

Chiliren's trucks with Hebrew and
English personnlization sre unather
favorite she recommenids for the
toddler on your gt list. St sells four
<differen types of Hanukkah camlles,
including haul-dipped inulticolored
anes that are a hit with youpgstoers.

Nelson works by appointment. Cnli
AT -104,

debuted issue, Hunukkah is often
vreoneousty compared 1o the Christion
holiday of Christsuas, but shares Jittle
in common with that event other than
the time of year during which they both
oceur.

”—4STREIN S l'xl‘ﬂﬁl:ﬁ YOU TO THE
LATEST IN CONTEMPORARY JEWELRY.
INOW SPECIALLY PRICED FOR
TIIE 1IOLIDAYS WITI OUR
STOREWIDE SALE.
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Nonetheless, perhaps beeatse of the
vietarious nature of this holiday and
the canviviality of sharing the
festivities of Intke making (potate
pancakes fried in ail), condle lighting,
songfests and foanily get-togethers,

gifts.

How claborate mfb}.lwng hecomes
deprends on the individuals involved,
but many families and friends like to
buy symbolic gifts or items rich in the
Jewish heritage.

A wonderful souwrce of “one- st
Haonukkah shopping fur all ages is the
ift shop at ‘Temple Beth Elin
Birminglium. In addition to religious
objects like menorim and kididush
cups, handrome serving picees crufied
uf Inraeli gluss sre availnble, as are
knitter blue anl white wine haottle
COVETR.

For the fewish executive ot your list,
you might want te entisider vne of
severit) brass ar marble pen halders,
some of which are inscribed with the
word “"Shulom™ for peace.

My Very Own dewish Calendar™ is
a 1t-moenth ¢lesign with crafts for kid-,
Cdewisb recipes and candlelighting

times noted, Wooden ideeindds nge o
popular seller, too, il come in
Bleached of tdsrk woods. *
Baly's First Record Boo
paft for new pasrents.

T,
wreat

LOVE OF learnimg has always
Jewish enlturat
teadition, and Temple Beth 81 otfers
interesting, tdiverse mini bookstore
of its nwn,
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Just In Time For The Holidays

New from Keds for Women and Children.

Fashion booties and oxfords with
riblbon laces in shimmer

" or with

SLONeS,

The Perfect
- Hft!
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