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Lionel trains — a long-time treat

By Linda Ann Chomin
special writor

MERICANS HAVE maintained o
love affair with traina since
the first “iron horse™ rode the
rails in 1830. Mininture trains

modcled inch for inch after these five-
ton giants of the track came into being
shortly thereafter.

Since the turn of the century, Lionel
madel] trains have traveled benenth
holiday trees decked with popeern and
with walnut shells wrapped in
spparkling fail,

Fountler of Lionel, Joshua Lionel
Cawen started this holiday tradition in
the carly 19005 as part of a shrewd
marketing strategy, hoping customers
wauld link Lionel trains with
Christmas forevermore.

“There's a 1ot of nastalgia connected
with the Lioncl nome. A lot of people
buying sets today had Lionel when
they were children. Now they're buying
trains for their children,” soid Bob
Reckinger, co-uwner with wife Bannie
of Plymouth Yard Hobhies and Gifts,
on outhoerized Lionel sales and service
center.

BUYING A tmode! train, whether for
fun or as a serious collector, requires
h 1h h and ling as well
a5 the help of a knowledgenble model
teain buff. Becoming o model
railronder is no easy tosk.
“The best way to learn is to read,”

Bonaniv Reckinger soid. “We've got o

" good selection of books, how-to books,
books with layout plans. We try to help
them from beginning to end, building
their lnyouts.”

Liunel recommends you seek help
from one of its authorized sales and
seevice centers before making any
madel train purchase.

“Wlien they come in fur s Lionel, we
ask the customer who they're buying it
for and why they’re buying it. Is it o toy
for o child? Or is it for a collector?™
Reckinger snid,

After deciding wha the train is for,
you need to muke an informed decision
vn buying the cerrect scale or gauge.

Seate is the praportion in which the
teain is modeled, When a mode] is
huilt to seale, it is in exact proportion
to the full-size train its madeled ofter.
Guuge is the distance hetween the roils
of the track.

THE SMALLEST-SIZE train
avaitable is Z scale, next lorgest is N
scale, then HO senle, § gauge, 027
scale, O gouge, G seale and, finally,
standard gauge.

“In vur shop, the most popular size
i 027; s kids can hundle it and they
are durable. The smaller gauges don’t
Inst toe Jong with kids,” Reckinger
said. *Traditional trains are 027, They
are Jess expensive, mare nfforduble
than the collectors.”

Whethier you are huying a train as a
gift for u child, o collector or the entire
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family, Reckinger recommends buying
wstaster set. Starter sets include the
lecamotive, rolling stuck (includes cars
other than the engine), transformer
and tracks.

“it’s more vconumical to start off’
with & set. If baught individually, it
would cost more,'* Reckinger said,

A traditional Lionel train set can
runge in price “anywhere from $100 1o
just under $400 for engine, rolling
stock, track and transformer.™

ALONG WITH searchiny for n
duzable product at a fair price, service
i» sn important consideration when

* buying o medel train.

“Lisned hos o good service network.
We usunlly cun remedy or repair any
prohlemn they may have, We've had 70-
vear-old engines in here that still run,”
Reckinger said, *That’s something
unique with Lionel.”

Reckinger helieves theee's hidden
cducational value for children owning
and operating o train.

“It teaches kids a lot of skills,
corpentry, clecteical, they learn respest
for electricity. They learn how to lnyout
and plan,” Reckinger said, 1t builds
artistic skills, There's a ot of painting
involved and papee-mnche mountain
building.”

According to Reckinger, more women
are buying trains today, Initially, they
buy an “iton horse™ with pufTing
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stnokestack to run through and around
the ceramice villages, they've placed
under a holiday tree,

BONNIE RECKINGER hos some
final words of wivice for people who are
considering the purchasce of a model
train ns a gift this holiday scason: “Be
well informed what they're buying.
Mauke sure it’s npproprinte. Look for
quality. You only get what you pay for.
If you go out for the cheapest thing,
you'ly he disappainted.” ’

“If you're still unsure about
purchasing a madel train, the best
thing is to get o gift certificate.”

Plymouth Yurd Hoebbies and Gifis is
in authentic surroundings within the

P I train yard gside the
enst-west teacks running through Old
Village, It is haused in the 100-year-olid
Plymouth freight house,

“I'here’s sdways a train going
through here. 1t's one of the busiest
interchuinges in the state. The kids who
come in here with their parents aee
nuts about truins,” Reckinger said,
*“They sll want 1 see the trains go by,
This shap can be packed. A train goes
by and they alt esnpty out onte the
porch,”

Authorized Lionel sales and service
venters: Plymouth Yard Hobbies &
Gifts, 908 Starkweather, Plymouth,
A55.4455; Train Center Hobby, 1508 N,
Woadward, Royal Qak, 6:42-3710.




