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For the first time, Lhe St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Center will handle
its own adoptions beginning in Janu-

ary.
Following a lengthy process com-
plicated by Gov. John Engler’s budg-

- et cuts, the Farmington Hitls cen-

ter's new adopllon program recently
was lleensed and ls pretty much rar-
ing to go.

*We have found that 2 lat of foster
parents are willing to adopt,” sald
Kathle Spratt, program director for

the treatment foster care program.

. At this palnt, the center’s adoption

program will not involve babies born

Lo young women in the center's ma-

lf:rﬁ“y care program at Marlllac
all.

The primary purpose of the new
program is lo provide adoption ser-
vices for chlldren in the center's
treatment programs for abused, ne-
glecied and emotionally troubled
chlldren, from birth to 18 years of
oge, Spratt sald.

“We figured gee, it would be a nice
continuum of care 1! we could do our
own adoptions,” Spratt sald.

THE KIDS IN the center’s reslden-
tlo! treatment program have been
removed from their famlly hemes
and receive treatment while lving
at the center. Following the residen-
tin) program, some children need ad-
ditional help before returning to
thelr own famllies. That's where the
foster care program sieps in.

The goa! Is to reunite the chlldren
with their familles. But when that's
not the case, anather permanent
famlly must be found for the chil-
dren.

Accordling to state law, permanent
places must be found for Lhese chll-

41091 Buburbas Commuaications Corparation.

Center granted adoption license

dren. In many cases, {osier parents
adopt thelr foster child, Bui they
have always had to go through out-
stde agencies. That means “a whole
new sct of faces the kids have to deal
with,” Spratt sald. .

Linda Brook, a treatment foster
care therapist, wili be the new adap-
tion worker, And that suits her fine.
The kids in the treatment program
already know her, “That way it's not
such a gifficult transition for them,”
she said. “We're really exclted about
being able to do this."

‘Though the center’s adoption pro-
gram Is not expected to reduce a

Hawks are state champs

Farmington Hills Harrison players (from left) Mike Pescl, Dan
Hight and Greg Placopink celebrate with their teammates Sat-
urday night after the Hawke defeated Cheboygan 34-7 in the

Silverdome to win the Class BB state football champlenship.
Sce Page 1B for game coverage.

SHARON LoMIEUX/statt photographer

SHARON LeMIEUX/stet] pholographer

Gall Roberts, a young adult librarian at the Farmington Com-
munity Library’s Farmington Hills branch, Is the recipient of
the 1991 Frances H. Plotz Award for creative and innovative

library services for young adults.
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it's officlal: Mark Davls wlll speak
— to clty officials and the media —
for the ad hoc Peltz-MDOT commit-

“This is no gag order. No censor-
ing of anyone. It's not a matier of
censoring anyone,” ad hoc chalrman
Davis told the Farmington Hills Clty
Council Nov. 25.

In that capaclty, Davis explained
the two actlons committee members
ook the previous week — the flrst
meceting of the full commitice since
dlsclosure of plans to perhaps re-
place wetlands from the 12 Mile
boulevard construction project on
MDOT acreage,

Ce — two did

not vote - agreed that Davis should
officlally represent and speak for
the committee. Bul Davis told the
council that individual comlitee
members are nonetheless free o
speak for themselves about the com-
mittee and proposcd wetlands plan.

The chairman also gave the coun-
cil a brief descriptlon of his reacilop
to the plan to put two wetlands —
ane on cither side of an existlog
dralnage course — on the flat arca
of MDOT, south of 1.696, west of
Farmington Road.

“Looking at the plan initlally and
what it entalls surprised me,” Davls
said. With the need to move 60,000
cubic yards of dirt, the proposed
project “will require a ot of work."

COMMITTEE MEMBERS agreed

family's adoption costs, it may re-
duce the walting time, Brook said.

As the adoption worker, Brook
will conduct the child and family as-
sessments, as well as train parents
for adoption. Even f{oster parents
who are Jlcensed and have under-
gone exiensive assessments .-and
training must go through tralning to
be adoptive parents, Brook sald.

“it's a whole new set of lssues.
Foster parenting is temporary.
When I'm talking adoption with a
family, I'm tatking about a lifetime
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Edison
pledges

better

service

’
By Susan Buck

-stalf wrlter

Faced with citlzen complalnts
about power cutages, Detrolt Edlson
has responded to Farmington Hills
both verbally and In a recent wrilten
report, promlising better service.

A 1S-member citlzen committce
and Farmington Hills city officlals
met with Edison officlals Nov. 26 to
study what improvements have been
made since the July 7 storm, which
teft 60,000 county resldents power-
less. .

HIls residents in certaln areas
{requently expericnee power cutages
— even on ¢lear, non-windy days.

“We're here to develop a relation-
ship with you folks,” said Edison's
Paul Hoffrichter.

The c¢itizen  commitiee  volun-
teered in September to study com-

taints lodged against Edison.

Hills officlals had touted the Sep-
tember meeting as a first, but Hof-
frichter said they had met with other
cities in the same manner. Although
the Hills Councit chamber was filled
to capacity for the September meet-
ing. the Nov. 26 one drew only five
residents.

MAYOR ALDO Vagnozzl called
for another meeling with Edison in
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Honored
Hills librarian receives award

By Joanno Mallszewsk|
stalf writer

Gail Roberts had found out she
had been nominated, but was no less
surprised when she was honored
with a Michigan Library Assoclation
award recently.

The award. to be exact, is the
Frances H. Pletz award, named af-
ter a former director of the state li-
brary asseciation. It's given (o young
adult librarlans — which Roberts
has been since March 1990 - for a
creative and innovative approach to

Group names spokesman

that a consultant should be hired to
help assess the Peltz-MDOT land and
how the propesed wetlands replace
ment plan will ajfeet the land and
the wildlife and vegetation there.

Davis also tald the committee that
he was surprised at the size of the
praject because he had assumed that
— f{ollowing the specetal millage
election in May — there would no
threat of major construction on the
acreage.

Mcanwhile, City Manager William
Costick said that city officials con-
tinue to look at other property for
the wetlands replacement. “We're
tooking at reducing the size. The Is-
sue is not closed,” he said.

Wetlands replacement is neces.
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library services for 6th-12th graders,

“Nat everyone has a young adult
librarian. And it’s impertant because
young adults are big esers of the -
brary. But somctimes they are over.
looked, We try not to do that, and our
administration deserves a lot of
credit for it,” said ftoberts, a mem-
ber of the Michigan Library Associa-
tion’s Young Adull Services Division
Board

in fact, Frances Pletz is a farmer
executive director of the Michigan
Library Association who encourged
young adult librarians to form a scp-

arate division within the association -

for their specialty.
And it is a specialty.

“MS. ROBERTS' enthusiasm and
expertise is well-respected by her
peers, by other community service
providers and educators. Her posi-
uve innovative approach, undere
standing of youth, and sense of pro-
fessionalism  well-represent  the
Farmington Community Library,”
library director Beverly Papai said
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