Mercy 'oppo_n-ent top-rated Pilots

By Dan O'Mears
stalf writar

The last time Farmington Hills
Mercy played Detroft Murray-
Wright in girls basketball, the Mar-
lios won by a point when Anneite
Rugglero hit a buzzer ahot In a 1984
regional flnal, .

Mercy will gladly take anpother.
one-point victory Wednesday when It
plays the top-ranked Pilots in a Class
A quarterfinal game at Southfield
High, Tipoff is at 7:30 p.m. The
winner .advances to the semifinals
Friday in Battle Creck,

But the Marlins (16-8), who won
thelr first reglonal champlonship
since 1986, face a Murray-Wright
team as formldable as the one they
beat seven years ago.

‘The Pilots (18-1) won the Public
School League title over defending
state champ Martln Luther King,
and playing Murray-Wright it like
preparing for an all-star team, Mer-
cy coach Larry Baker said.

Murray-Wright, which lost to King
i the Class A flnal last year, has
been helped by three transfer play-
ers.

" CENTER KISA Bradley (8-4) and
point guard Ayanna Winston (5-4)
previously played at other PSL
schools, and forward Eugenla War-
ren (5-8), who scored 35 polnts
agalnst Dearborn Fordson last week,
s an Import from Flint. Guard Tia
Kemp (5-5) and forward Kelsha Tay-
lor {5-8) are the other starters.
*."“They're a real run-and-gun out-
fit," Baker sald. “They apply tena-
clous full-court pressure and thrive
on turnovers. With the exception of
Bradley, they are small but ex-
tremely quick, and they have sudden
moves to the basket."

Baker sald he was encouraged by

The gift list

ERE IT IS, the annual
“Yuletlde” wish list for
the bowlers on Christmas

gift lists.

Lots of nice new goodles to plck
from this year, with a few hot new
bowling balls on the market.

Columbia has just Intreduced the
“Bud II" which Is a two-plece
urethane ball. AiuF [s showing the
“Sumo,” another rather expensive
hunk of urethane. Faball industries
Is showlng the new “Purple
Hammer,” and “Patriot” is now
available In this area from ASU,

1 have tricd the Bud I by Colum-
bla, and this ball bas a very strong
finishing kick as it hits. All of these
balls are priced in the $135 range, 0
you can expect to pay about that In
the local pro shops.

There are ali kinds of accessory
Items avaitable which can be any-
where from $5 to $50. Among these
are wrist braces and supports, with a
wide varlety to select from.

A favorlte among many lop
bowlers ks the “Pro Release” by
Moro Design. It is the most versatile,

with a wide range of adjustments (o
meet the varlous lane conditlons,

It is very well designed and com-
fortable to wear, 1 have tried It, it
works!

‘There are many other wrist devie-
s, such as the “Robby's” a popular
unit, less costly and quite etfective
in keeping the hand in proper posi-
tion. These are available In pro
shops and sportlng goods stores.

A new palr of bawling shoes could
de Just the right glit, or how about a
few stocklng stuffers: towel, resin
bag, a small wire brush to scuff the
soles of the shoes,

Another Idea — vidcotapes. There
are qulite a few good Instructlonal
tapes ‘available now and are a
worthwhile gift Idea.

The pro shop can aiso sell you a
gift certificate If you are still nat
sure of what 10 buy for your favorite
bowler.

HONOR ROLL

Bel-Alre Lanes (Farmlagtonk: Tuesday
Senlor House League — Jeff Erard, 285-
254/754; Mike Clmato, 253/735 Mark
Abele, 269/716, Steve Duning, 206/687;
Tooy Camerella, 478; Fred Vitale, 863;
Paul Koenig, 178/659; Wilie Smilh, 653;
Glenn Liblow, 256

Keglers ~ Dill Ringrose, 326; Fred
Ringrose, 346/649. Greg Hidinger, 221;
Glean Libtow, 228/668; Gary Regulski.
1240-263-288/776; Greg Lepak, 209, Bruce
Snyder, 244/644; Don Taylor, 215; Mark
Roggenbeck, 222/821: Tim Hetunger,
67/652.

Early Dirds — Nancy Kruez. 234,

girls -
-basketball

the fact Livonia Frankiln stayed in
the game with the Pllots last week
as all-stater Dawn Waroer scored a
career-high 47 polnts.

“Murray-Wright doesn't put qulte
the premium on defense that we do,”
Baker sald, “but those kind of ath-
letes are Interested in getting as
many posscssions as they can.”

Baker believes the difficult sched-
ule Mercy played has prepared It for
such a challenge and the Marlins
won't be Intimldated because of
those experlences,

“I've got a confldent crew,” Baker
sald, “They belleve In the team con-
cept, and it's been a joy to watch
them jell together."”

MERCY JIAS been a rejuvennted
team In post-season play, and the
performance of senlor polnt guard
Kathleen Berrigan and a restruc-
tured lincup have flgured prominent-
1

4 Berrigan, who averaged 8% polnts
and 7% assists in the regular season,
has taken her game vp a level in four
tournament games, scorlng an aver-
age of 13% points and still Increas-
ing her asslsts to 8% per game.

“1 think I .flnally reallzed I'm a
senlor,” Berrigan said after scoring
20 points to help the Marllns beat ri-
val Birmlngham Marlan 57-45 in a
reglonal final last weck. “(Baker)
tells me to take charge, and part of
taking charge is scoring.”

After the team struggled In the
Cathollc League playoffs, Baker de-
cided something had to be done to
generate more scoring. His [irst
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St. Franels K of C — Carl Zortman,
2307843,

Salad Bowlers — Jackle Terskl, 214/
553; Kathy Moody, 200, Debble Mathes,

225.

B'Nal Brith Ben Lusky Traveling
League ~ Phil Horowlte, 246; Allan Salo-
mon, 339, Howle Gerentalch, 238; Cy
Rott, 233; Wayne Lusky, 233; Allan Olein-
Ick, 250; Clemn Baggleman, 229; Larry
Schiussel, 43; Mickey Aronoff, 221.

Drakeshire Lanes {(Farmington Hilla):
Tuesday Mca's Junlor House — Jelf Em-
ert, 285/722; John Bryngelson, §85; Brian
Reamy, 680, Jerry Quinn, 279/687.

Couniry Laaes (Parmiagton Hillsk La-
dies Classic — Jan Vanderwill, 265/722,
Sherry  Pettke, 217/605; Debble Van
Meler, 221/604.

Greenlield Mized — Billy Franklin,
224/624; Phil Sizonye, 231/850, Bill
Funke, 266/682; Bob Merw, 225/618;
Bobble Gooding, 202/568; Tom Koebel,
254/692; Ryan Wllson, 279/681,

B'Nal Brith Brotherbood Eddle Jacod-
son — Lyle Schaelfer, 267/647; Barry
Fishman, 246/644; ira Sappersicin, 235
Mark Hosen, 234; Dennls Horowitz, 234;
Steve Anstandig, 234/616; Alan Trotsky,
231; Dale Taub, 228; Bruce Webberman,
213,628,

Redford Lanes: West Side Lutheran
ague — Pat Libka, 248/625; Scolt
Wicmer, 611; Bil) Bryant, 235/609.

Woodland Lanes (Llvonls)y Senior
House — Jeil Morris, 208/760, Berry Van
Dyke, 690; Gary Krause, 688,

Ford Parts — Tom Cyru), 683.

Wonderland Lanes (Livoalsx Famlly
Affair — Tony Trumph, 208, Judy
Griffus, 202/529.

Motor City Eagles — Jim Molnar, 268/
699, Tim Santlen, 255/641; Steve
Wozrnlak, I34; Gino Peragine, 236 Bob
Harris, 226

Night Owls — Mark Cal), 267/643; Cart
Shinaburgar, 266/838; Brian Smith, 233,
Eid Sheldon, 238; Aod Florka, 237.

Lads & Lassies — DBrian Reamy, 287-
268/736; Mike Wrubel, 267/637;, Al Wil-
son, 235; Bill Bright, 257, Jim East, 234/
631, Bod Battle, 235; Peggy Ballle, 215/

53,
No Names Mized — Mike Boal, 248;
Ken Gignac, 247/652; Debi Gignac, 212,
Youlh Leagues — Mark Jaroh, 238/
H

Q.
Preps — Cindy Foreman, 188, Jeff
Addingtlon, 146.
Bantams — Jamie Goodell, 168,
Bumpers — Rebekah Frustt, 117,

Now Hear This!

Kids can listen to
everything from hearts
to hamsters using this
fun-filled activity package
from two renowned
children's health authors.

Tho Stothoscope Book & Kit
Linda Allison & Tom Ferguson, M D,
Addison-Wesley $12.95
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move was to coax Berrigan to be
more assertive offensively. Her driv-
ing layups dld big damage to to Ma-
rian.

“She has been a very dominant
floor leader for us and has prevented
us from entering any of the offensive
alumps that were affecting us earller
in the scason,” Baker sald. "It scems
when Lhe other team makes & run at
us, Kathleen has been able to come
up with a big play or flnd another
hot player on the court.”

Baker also, put together a new
slarting five, partly by design but
also out of necessity. In addition to
senior  regulars  Laure DeMatia,
Mary Bientewicz and Berrigan, sen-
lor wing Natalic Cichonski and
freshman post Julie Angell have
helped Merey (o start fasier offen-
sively.

WHEN DANA Wade and Valire
Jones went down with sprained an-
kles, Baker was forced to use the 6.
foat Angell sooner than he planned.
When senlor Katle Heffernan got the
flu late in the season, Cichonski

wpped forward. Wade, Jones and
Heffernan have recovered, and all
contributed 1o Mercy winning the re-
gional,

“Injury and illness were as much a
factor in juggling people around.”
Baker said. "It was not Inltially a
matter of strategy only. Fate and
circumstances had a hand to play in
that, too."

After Angell scored 19 points and
had six rebounds sgainst Marian,
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Baker sald he was “awful glad |
went with a Ireshman. | knew we
would need scoring and she certalnly
gave us that.”

She has started the last slx games,
averages six points and relieves the
double-team pressure on DeMattla
In the post. DeMattia has been & con-
sistent player, scoring in double fig-
ures in all but two games. She aver-
ages 15 points and almost nlne re-
bounds.

Blenlewlcz scores 9% points and
gets seven rebounds per game, and
Cichonskl, who has started the last
six games, “plays error-free basket-
ball and gives us a three-point shoot-
ing threat,” Baker satd.

The Marlins will count on the ex-
perlence und savvy provided by the
four senior starters to help Mercy
weather some tough game situatlons
Wednesday, according to Baker.

“OUR STRATEGY polats to de-
fense, rebounding and maintaining a
tempo we can play at,” be sald.

Baker wants the Marlins lo have
the same play-to-win attitude they
showed in the regional final. Mercy
was down 30-28 in the third quarier
but scored the last 10 points and won
going away In the fourth.

“ told them afterward that In the
third quarter I felt as proud of them
as apy team J've coached,” Baker
sald, “because they made up their
minds to ¥o and get it It was in their
eyes, in then demeanct, and they re-
sponded to a Jot of pressure.”
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Natalie Cichonski became a starter for the Marlins six games
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