By Joanne Maliszewskl
stalf writer

Oscar Cook is thinking about the
kind of world his grandchildren and
yet unborn great-grandehlldren may
havetollveln, .

And he wants others to conslder
the same. That's why recyctlng is so
important to him. Without it, the
world may not be a pleasant or safe
Place to live.

*“I'm trylng to carry the message.
I'm Interested In my grandchildren
and my great-grandchildren — when
they come. They should have good
ajr to breathe,” sald the Farmington
Hills resldent.

Desplte the natlonal push for recy-
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cling, Cook is sUll watching too
many people. throwlng household
batteries in the Lrash. “It deserves a
proper burial,” Cook said.

To that end, Cock is waging 2 one-
man crusade to encourage everyone
lo dispose d

know your
-neighbor

of
properly. And that's to recycle them
— not put them In the garbage.
“I'd like to have people be aware
It’s a danger,"” he added.
The problem with bat-

WHEN YOU recycle batterics,
they are sent to a speelal land(ill for
Blasell sald. if

terles is that they contain what are
called heavy metals, such as lead
and zlne. “They do not break down,”
sald Tom Blasell, Farmington Hills
publlc services director. “Lead in
the ground water is not deslrable
and nelther Is zine.”
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A poilor and a reused milk carton is all that Farmington Hills

reaident Oscar Cook needs to get across his message that
everyone should recycle household batteries.

Optimists, hotel serve up dinner for abused kids

‘

Although they didn't go home for
Thanksgiving, 45 children at the St.
Vincent and Sarah Flsher Center (n
Farmington Hills still had a hollday
dinner.

The Radisson Plaza Hotcl tn
Southfield and the Southficld/
Lathrup Optimist club comblined
forces this year (o ensure that the
children had a Thanksgiving dinner
to remember.

In keeplng with the Optimist's
motte, “Fricnd of Youlh,” the club

hosis a number of programs each
year for young people, including the
hollday feast.

“This year we're very excited by
the pariicipation of the Radisson,”
said Southficld Optimists president
Steven Cooper. “The Radlsson Is a
fiest class premium hotel, so It add-
ed extra’ excltement for the chlt
dren.”

John Zilla, chatr of the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner for the Optimists, and an
advisory board member for the St.

you don’t recycle balteries they go
right in with the regular trash sent
cither to a landfill or an Inclnerator.

To encourage people to recycle
household batteries Cook has con-
tacted several well-known stores to
see if they would help recycle. And
he also placed a bin at city hall for
the disposal of batteries. The com-
munlty’s two recycling centers ~— in
Farmington and Farmington Hills
— at each city's department of pub-
lic works also aceept houschold bat-
teries,

He also wants to contact ather in-
stitutions such as the library and
school district Lo Involve others, par-
ticularly chlldren.

“I'm trying to get it into wherever
people congregate,” Cook sald.

Recycling lsn't something new for
Cook. He tried to encousage his fel-
low Hunter's Rldge residents to re-
cycle. He put signs and boxes ia five
of the complex buildings. “I would
plek up the stuff and Lake it over to
the recycling center.”

To further get hls ideas across,
Cook also has decorated his car in

yeling q an,

And he's been writing to battery

manufacturers 10 see If they'll take

back used batterics for recycling.
“Wage war on waste — recycle

it," is pretty much Cook’s motto.

Vincent & Sarah Fisher Center, sald
the Optimists were looking for a
worthwhile project, and with hls in-
volvement at the center, he suggest-
ed the ¢lub sponsor a program for
the center’s residents,

The Optimisis and the Radlsson
were both looking for a community
service project when they declded to
join forees. The Optimlsts had the
project and needed a sponsor when
they approached the Radisson.

Research all options
before buying alarm

By Kim Kemske
spocial wellor

If you are considering an alarm
system for your home, you should
take some time to research the op-
tions available to you.

Homeowners often find that there
are a number of things they can do
to improve the sccurity of their
homes without the contlnuing ex-
pense of an alarm system. Alarms
can offer additional sceurity for
your home, but should never be used
as a substitute for good locks and
lighting. Keep In mind that an alarm
can only signal an intrusion. It will
not keep the intruder aut,

‘The police department offers free
home security surveys to any Farm-
ington Hills resident. The surveys
are conducted In your home by ap-
pointment.

A crime prevention techaician or
officer will walk through your home
with you and point out areas of vul-
nerability while making recommen-
dations for cost elfective security
improvements. Most are things that
you can do yourself for low or no
cost. We will also make recommen-
dations on alarm systems i you
wish.

THE TWO BASIC types of alartus
are the local alarm and the moni-
tored alarm. The local alarm sounds
a siren or bell when activated that
will alert the homeowner or neigh-
bors to call police. A monitored
alarm sends a signal through the
phone lines to a 24-hour central mon-
itoring station, which will verity the
alarm and contact police.

When shopping for an alarm, con-
tact several companies to appraise

your security needs, Insist on a writ-.

ten proposal and a copy of any con-

. tract you would be required to sign.
The contract should list all points
of protection and itemize alf the

cquipment to be Installed. Un-
derwriters  Laboratories (UL) ap-
proval of equipment will assure
some degree of rellability. Ask about
continuing malntenance of the sys-
tem whether you buy or lease cquip-
ment.

Check the company's reputation
by contacting the Better Business
Burcan. The best way to find an
alarm company is to talk with
friends and ncighbors who have
alarms and ask about their experi-
cnces with the company.

When you go through the expense
of installing an alarm, also plan 1o
incorporate a fire and smoke detec-
tion system. An automatic shutof{ is
required by ordinance, meaning that
any bell or siren Is required 10 shut
off automatically within 10 minutes
of activation except for fire alarm
systems.

A FARMINGTON Hills ordinance
(C-30.88) requires that any resident
who has an alarm installed in thelr
home or business must file a regis-
tration form with the police depart-
ment. The registratlon should in-
clude the name and phone number of
at least one person, within a 30-min-
ute response time, who can be con-
tacted in case of an emergency to
deactivate the alarm or secure the
premiscs. A nearby relative or
nelghbor should be instructed on the
operation of your alarm sysiem so
that it can be reset if your alarm ac-
tivates while you are away.

1t the police department responds
to your home more than once during
any calendar year, you may be bllled
up to $100 for cach response. If that
bil} is not paid within 30 days, up to
$25 per alarm response will be
charged as a late fee. If you're hav-
ing trouble uslng your alarm, the
fees can add up very quickly.

The best way (0 avold response
lees is 10 have every family member

recelve training on the proper use of
your alarm system. If you have
cleaning or service people come into
your hame while you're away, they
should also be taught ta use the sys-
tem.

User error is one of the main rea-
sons for false alarms. Another is In-
adequate maintenance of the sys-
tem. Have your alarm company
check yaur system regularly and any
time you have an unexplained false
alarm.

With or without an alarm system,
we recammend that you have a se-
curity survey conducted of your
home. You can make an appoint-
ment by calling the crime preven-
tion section at 473-2640.

Remain alert to possible criminal
activity in yout subdivision and call
the police immediately to report any
suspicious persons. vehicles or cir-

Join your sul ision’s
Nclghborhood Watch program, or
start one up, and get to know your
ncighbors. They can be your best de-
fense against a eriminal attack.

Kim Kemske s o crime pre-
ventien technictan with the
Farnungton Ihils Pobice Depart.
ment.

Charities seek donations for needy

Starting today, food and household
x items will be collected by The
C 1

doors has setious needs,” said Char-
lotte Jones, community outreach dl-

House In Bir
for \wo arca charitles.

Lighthouse In Pontiae is request-
ing hew clothing. packaged under-
wear for adulls and children, di-
apers, toiletrics and items such as
blankets, sheets, towels and curtains.

“Everyone who comes through our

rector of L

FOOD ITEMS are also nceded by
the Cass Corridor Youth Advocacy
Program include {lour, rice, sugar,
instant potatoes, spaghetti and
sauce, tuna, peanut butter and jelly,
canned frults and vegetables, sovps
and hot chocolate, program director

Jim Fraser said

About 200 families necd baskets
hls year, Fraser added

Items will be collected ~ until
Dec. 18 ~ from 8.30 am. to 9 pm.
{rom Monday through Friday, 9 a.m,
10 5 p.m. Saturday and 9 am. to 1
p.m. on Saturday. The Community
ouse is at 380 §. Rates, between
Tewnsend and Merrill

P
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Hills man charges up baftt’eryrecycling

When you see Oscar Cook’s car, you'tl know he household batterics to preveni them from

means business with recycling. He's particu-

larly concernod that people recycle their

TRADITIONALLY, the Radisson
had donated surplus food to needy
organizations after the hollday. This

year they wanted to do something *

more, according to Tom Padgett,
Radisson general manager.

“We were looking for something to
do,” said Padgett. “Sure It's PR val-
ue, but at the same time we wanted
1o share with our employces that

lieves
in the community is important.

When the Optimists approached us,
It was Bingo!”

The Thanksgiving dinner was a
traditlonal holiday meal with turkey
and stuffing, prepared by the chels
at the Radisson and served in the Al
gonquian Ballroom.

The St. Vincent & Sarah Fisher
Center is a residential facility for
abused and neglected children ages 5
to 15. Many of the children are
wards of the court, and cannot re-
turn home, according to Beity

being sent to landtiils and Incinerators,

Speyer, director of agency relations
at the center,

“We are very grateful”
Speyer about the holiday party.

“Qver 40 percent of the children
are permanent court wards whose
family ties are severed permanent-
1y. Many of the kids come from noth-
ing. It was a very special day for
them to see people who don't know
them care about them,” )

Padgett said he would like to
make this an annual event.

said

Tuesday, December 3
10 a.m.-5 p.m., Rochester
Wednesday, December 4

10 a.m.-4 p.m., Birmingham

Friday, December 6

10 a.m.-5 p.m., Livonia
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