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Seniors key to Farmmgton hopes

Continuod from Page 1

One of F 's sirength will

KEY PLAYERS for the Falcons
wiil be returning senfors Brian Af-
flerbaugh, Matt Fitzpatrick, Steve
Gallagher, Jason Tucker and Jay
Jensen. They will comprise the start-
ing unit that begins the season.

“All five had a lot of playing
time,” Mikel sald. “They have some
cxperlence, and I hope that is geing
to carry us through some close
games we hope to be in.**

Gallagher (8-3) Is the player who
slands out after he averaged 17-plus
polnts per game last year, Mikel has
been impressed by the play of Gal-
lagher, but doesn't want his team to
rely solely on him for Its offensc. .

"He looks super In practice,”

" Mikel sald. “Probably his biggest as-

. st fs taking the ball to the basket.
.He has a real good first atep. I can’t
say enough about Steve,

“If I had to slngle out somebody,
ke would be the go-to guy. But I'm
making sure the other guys know
they have to plck up the slack, too,
because Steve Is nat going o be able
to carry the team all by himself."*

be its rebounding ability, Mikel sald.
Jolnlng Gallagher on the front line
are Jensen (6-4) and Tucker (6-3).

JENSEN, WHO just began prac-
ticing this week because be had been
rehabilitating & shoulder Injury suf-
fered in football, averaged five
poinu last year and Tucker three.

“All three are pretty good size
kids and chn jump real well,” Mikel
sa

1d.

‘Tha Falcons have a pair of blg
guards in Flizpatrick (8-1) and Al-
!lerbnugh {6-2), who averaged four

three polnts ns varsity rescrves
lul year, respectlvely. Junlor guerd
Matt April {(6-1) was a top scorer on
the JV team with an 11-polnt aver-
age and wlll be the slxth man.

Sophomare guard Scott Menser (5-
11), a transfer from Redford Catho-
1lc Central, will help the team when
he becomes eligible in January,
Mikel said.

“He handles the ball well, drives
10 the basket wekl and shoots the out-
slde jumper. He plays real hard.”

The Falcons also have depth, ac-

.By Steve Kowalski
stalt writor

Franklin hopes dashed

ball playo{fs turned into false hope.

born
No such luck

Llvonia Franklin's hope of getting back into the Class A girls basket-
The Patrlots spent Tuesday afternoon wondering if they'd get another

chance after finding out Detroit Murray-Wright was disqualified
iing an lncIIglble player in Jast week’s Class A regional played at Dear-
Edsel F¢

Desplte using the incligible player, Mutray Wright did not have to

for us.

forfelt regional victories over Franklin (89-66) and Dearborn Fordson,
The Michigan High School Athletic Assoclation'dld rule, however, that
Murray Wright could not advance and meet Farmington Hills Merey in
Wednesday's Class A ‘quarterfinal, thus glving Mercy a bye into Friday’s
scmiflnal.

, _ "We were on the phone'all day with (MHSAA Exccutive Director) Jack
Roberts, trying to set up a situation where we could play Dearborn Ford-
son for the regional title and the winner would go on to the quarterilnal,”
Frank!in coach Dan Freeman said. "We said-we'd make any concession
necessary, play In the Fordson gym, whatever it takes.

I UNDERSTAND Jack Roberts' decision and I suppese if T was in his
position I would make the same declsion. Bul we feel we got ripped a
little and it's not anything that can be remedted.”

Had Franklin gotten the chance to advance further, there's no doubt”
senior guard Dawn Warner would have beneflted In rying to secure the
Miss Basketball award. Warner scored a career-high 47 palnts in the loss
to Murray Wright.

“Players Ilkn Dawn come around once In a lifetime,” Freeman sald, 1
feel bad for the team andf Dawn had been able lo show herself in the
quarterflnals or beyond that it would have helped. You can't watch Dawn
play and not vote for her.

“The problem ls, at the time other coaches have batlots, other players
(candldates) are getting ink and she does not have that opportunity. The
coaches across the state who have not seen her play depend on what they
see In the papers,”

cording to Mikel, who sald he is con-
fident going wlm elght or nine play-
ensand ly 10. Junior center
John Rudelph (6—:), Junlor forward
Brian Farr (6-0) and: sophomore
guard Steve Juncaj (6-0) are good re-
serve players.

Farmington's roster also Includes
Juniers Dave Lehner. (5-10), Jason
Buha (5-11), John Comal (6-1) and
Rick Vazquez (5-9). All are ‘nnrds
except Buha, a forward.

MIKEL SAID his phyen have
been quick to pick up his philosophy,
which is “to push the ball up the
floor and get a decent shot off our
runnlng game. If It's not there, !
want to discipline them to run an of-
fense that will get us a high-percent-
age shot.”

The offense wﬂl come around
sooner than the defense, he added,

“I think we're going to be able to
run the floor pretty well. We do have
pretty good shooters. The thing that
Is going: to take some time is de-
fense. .

“'We don’t have the overall team
quickness to press u:c whole game,

30 we have to plck and choose tl\e
times we can plly a pressure do-
fense.”

Belng a new coach in charge of &
program trylng to Improve, Mikel is
tzking things slowly in terms of ex-
pectations, One thing he wants the

Falcons to do is qualify for the West. .

ern Lakes Activitfes Associntion
playolis, something they have never
done.

“I have no specific number of wins
for them,” he sald, “We want to
make sure we're competitive every
time wo step on the floor. I told the
kids I'd be happy with 4500 scason.

“My goal is to get the program
back on a wirnlng note. Any time
you have a program that has been
down, one of the things you have to
deal with Is a losing attitude. We
need to think about winnlng instead
of belng on the losing end.”

Mikel sald he expects defending
WLAA champ Plymouth Salem to be
“super again,” Walled Lake Central
to have a “nlce team™ and North to
be “always competitive” with ({long-
Ume frlend) Tom (Negoshlan coach-
ing) there.”

Marlins i in semlflnals

Continued from Page 1

Alpena was planning to play with
only flve players after it suspended
seven this week for disclplinary rea-
sons. When two more suspended, the
Wildcats had to forfeit.

“It's certainly with the incentive
of being in the Flnal Four and some-
thing we do with enthusiasm,” Baker
sald of his scoutlng mlsslon. “We'll
be as prepared as we possibly can be
for our next game.

“It's also an advantage not to be
scouted ot this point. I can’t fault
any. opponent If they hadn't been
tracking us before the quarterflnals,
because Murray-Wright appeared to
be the favorite.”

BAKER LEARNED Sunday that
Murray-Wright might be dlsqualifled
and informed his players of that pos-
sibillty Monday. But the Marlins had

preparing to play Murray-

. been
Wright for flve days when suddenly

everythlng was put on hold.

“We had a strong practice (Tues-
day), because we had to-finish our
preparation for Murray-Wright, but

+ we all knew our next opponent would

be cither Alpena or Saglnaw," Baker
sald,

He added the uncertalnty of the
last few days caused more stress in
the adults than the players, who
m‘rlned to be handling the situation
well.

“I've been refreshed around the
players, because they're still enthu-
stastic about winning the reglonal
champlonship and the oppertunity to
practice thls week when so many
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.others aren't,” Baker said.

The negative slde s that It will be
1% weeks between games for the
Marlins. The positlve aspect Is Mer-
cy has tme to work and prepare for
Its next opponent Instead of having
onc day between games without hav-
Ing scen the other team, he said.

The Marlins (16-8), who last
reached the semifinals in 1984 and
lost to Benton Harbor, are no less ex-
cited about being anc of the Final
Four  teams despite the clrcum-
stances that put them there, Baker
sald,

“TRERE'S CERTAINLY - nothing
1o be ashamed of. We're delighted to

be golng. We dldn't ask for a bye. We ™

were ready ta play (In the quarterfi-

nal), and I think I'm taking a team .

that Is playing Its best basketball of

the year. We won't look over our

shoulders with any regrets.”

Merey lost 47-42 to Saginaw carly ~

In the season In a game the Marllnx
belleve they could have won,

Eagles ‘cathre |
tourney trophy

Thcre was one blemlsh on St. Mary's Collcgu record; now that hu
been avenged.

‘The Engles saw to that with a determined 107 90 trouncing of Wulgm
Ontario in the champlonship game of the Wutcm Ontario Tournament
Saturda,

The v{:lory Improved thelr record to 5.1; Westoen Ontarlo Is 10-3. On.
Nov. 20 at St. Mary's, Western Onwﬂu handed the Eagles their only:
defeat, 93-80.

“We kind of avenged that one Ilme mark on our Jedger,” zald S
Mary's coach Glen Donahue. “Defcnse was the key, We set the (qmpo uu,
time. And they did not play as well this time.”

The Eagles started alowly, tralling 35-25 with nine minutes left in ihe;
first half, but they finished with a 32-10 run to take 2 57-45 lead at~}
halftime. Their strong play contlnued Into the second half; with slx mln-.
utes left, they were up 102-72 before coasting to the win.

GAn‘l'll HOWARD'S 27 points paced St. Mary's. Jeff Suspeck added-
23, Jimmy Bolden had 17 (and nine assisis), and Mare Eversley fInished”
with 11. John Vermeeren topped Western Ontarlo with 18 points; John
Lynch, who burned the Eagles for 23 polats in thelr first meeting, was
held to elght thls time.

Bolden was named tournament MVP Howard jolned him on the all-
tournament team.

In Friday's tourney opener, the Eagles defeated Waterloo. Unlversity
105-98. Waterloo led 90-86 with flve minutes left before St, Mary's de- -
{ense took over, limlting the Canadian team to cight potnts the rest of the™
way.

Bolden's 28 polnts was best for the Eagles, Howard hnd 19, Brian
Kosclelskl had-18 and Suspeck scored 12. Pat Telford poured In 28 for
Waterloo (7-6); Alex Urosevic had 23.

St. Mary's travels to the Grand Valley State Tournament this weekend.
The Eagles play Ashland Universlty at 6 p.m. Friday, with Grand Valley
meeilng Northwood Institute at 8 p.m. The consolation game is at 1 p.m.
Saturday, with the championshlp following ot 3 p.m.

OCC cagers fall shy

Despite a superlative effort Irom Rashe Revicre, Oakland Community
Callege's men's basketball team failed to upend top-ranked Lansing CC
Saturday, falling 106-97 in Lansing.

The defeat dropped OCC o 2-5; Lansing, the No. 1-rated team In the
NJCAA Division II, remalned unbeaten after three games.

‘The Raiders kept it elose throughout, Lrailing 48-45 at the half. Re-
vlere!dcscrvcd the credit; the sophomore tied a school record by scaring
52 polnts.

Unlfortunately, he didn't get much support. Kharl Mazwell was the
only other Ralder to reach double flgures In scarlng: he had 10, Dale
Kraft was next with cight.

Free throws spelled the difference. Lansing connected on 27-01-39
from the line; OCC was just 11-01-18,

The Ralders travel to the Macomb CC Toumnmnnl this w:ekend
opening against Lake Michigan CC Friday.
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istons Tickets!
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You want more?
We've got more!

PISTONS PACKAGES FROM $139* INQUDING 2 RESERVED GAME TICKETS

W'hun Detroit Pistons home
games sell out, you're not out
of luck. Book a Pistons Package at
Hilton Suites near the Palace and
get two reserved scats at that day'’s
game, plus:
* Free shuttle to and from the Palace
* Free Game Day program
* A comfortable two-room suite with
wet bar, refrigerator, microwave,
and coffee brewer
* Two TVs and

* Free plq).u'(-(l-n»unlcr hreakfast
. (‘nnmhlnum.u’ve vening beverage

reception:
* Fitness center and indoor pool
* Atrium Cafe & Lounge

Give the Pistons P 'l\'lg‘t" s gift,

orenjoy the fun and convenience
Yyourself! But make your plins soon,
The Pistons are hot, and these
packages will move fast!

 Call 3134334-2222 and ask for the
Pistons Package
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