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. Future designers
pom_munity playground project
lets students become architects

'ny Cesay Hans
slaif writor

0O DREAM was too wild, no
idea too farfetehed. -
From the excitement of

pint-sized kindergartners
10 suggestlons from more mature
fifth graders,. students of ‘all ages
watched thelr Ideas and dreams
come allve on paper as they helped

(o design a new playground for their -

southwest side school in Farmington
Hills,

: “Who are the playground cx-
rts?" asked Joha Dean, a rather
nimated playground architect with
4 mission,

“Us!" screamed an exclted group
of second graders.

Mazes “with scary things” tall
castles with lookout towers, “swirly
slldes,” tunnels in which to crawl
and read, and even a makeshlft
planctarium are all student ideas
which could become part of a new
Gill playground in 1992,

Well, how about a “bouncy bridge”
between the castles? Or a trechouse?

“You want a treehouse?. Holy
beegeebees! Guess what — you're
going to get a trechouse!™ Dean said,
playing to his audience of tiny people
who were eager for the project to be-

gln.
In addition to the planning, kids
will help bulld the custom-designed
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Third grader Lauren Haapala is eager to have her opinion
about the GINl playground heard. At loft is classmate Lindsay

Middlefaut.

New York state-based Robort Loathers & Asso-
ciates. At cight, Dean sketches student ideas.

playground next spring with others
from the Gill community. The Gill
PTA has donated $10,000 toward the
project, cxpected to cost between
$35,000 to $50,000, and a parent
committee is ralsing the balance ef
the moncy privately.

BECAUSE A playground is thelr

world, ldeas from these little people
- are most welcome.

“We found the kids are kind of the
high octane fuel for a project like
this," said Dean, an architect who

* works with the New York-based firm

Thundiy, Decerbr 6, 1991 O4E

of Robert S. Leathers & A
in putting together similar projects
across the country. The pany has
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done more than 700 in the last 22
years; Dean has designed and coordl-
nated 200 such projects himself,

“It’s always insplring to talk with
the kids,” he added. “Obviously, It's
thelr world — as adults we tend to
lose perspectlve on that.”

Dean spent a 13-hour day at Gill
Tuesday working with students, staft
and parents to design thelr custom
playground. In May, hundreds of
parents, students, - staff and other
community volunteers will come to-
gether for five days and make the
dreams a reallty,

1L will, lo Dean's words, ake "hun-
dreds of volunteers and thousands of
nails.”

The concept far these playground
projects, which tnvolve the commu-
nity from start to finish, began in
1970 when architect Robert Leath-
ers attended a PTA mecting at his
daughter's  school. “There wasn't
enough money for a decent play-
ground, 5o Leathers and the other
parents decided to bulld one them-
selves. The rest Is bistory.

The concep took Leathers back to
his boyhiood days (n Malne where he
and friends built many forts and he
developed an interested In archltec-

lure.

Gili's playground project comes
on the heels of a major renovation
and addition at the school. Parents
decided In 1990 to begln working
toward the playground project be-
eause of its sorry condltlon.

Principal Michael Duff bas called
the project “onc of the most unique
community /school efforts [ have
ever seen.”

—
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NV inkwell

Inkuell provides information
about primary and secondary cd-
weation issues and students from
the Farmington arca. Send infor-
mation to; fnkwell, The Farming-
ton Observer, 21898 Farmington
Road, Farmington, 48336. Pleasc
include a daytime phone number.
Items will not be taken ouver the
phone.

® RIGHTS BIRTHDAY

Students at Eagle Elementary In
West Bloomfield plan to celebrate
the 200th birthday of the Bill of
Rlghts of the U.S. Constitutlon witha
very special guest — Uncle Sam.

On Friday, Dec. 13, two days be-
fore the 200th birthday, Uncle Sam
wlll star In a_one-man show called
“Unele Sam's Happy Dirthday Bill of
Rights Show."

Using magic tricks, music, skits
and student participation, Uncle
Sam wll) present leasons about sym-
bols of {reedom, the Articles of Con-
tederation, the Constitution, the 13

original U.S. colonles and more.

“We're looking forward to an ex-
citing show that will help the chit
dren dlscover what it means o be
ree and that history Is fun," satd Ea-
Rle principal Susan Johnson.

Uncle Sam witl be played by Doug
Scheer, of Scheer Assembly Produc-
tions of Farmington Hills. He Is a
professional maglcian and entertaln.
cr. Hls appearance at Eagle s spon-
sored by the Eagle PTA.

® MATH COMPETITION

Twenly slx students from Farm-
ington Public Schools have scored in
the top five perceat of all students
wha took part one of the 35th Annuai
Michigan Math Prize Competition
Test on Oct. 18.

They placed among he top 923
students of the 18,053 who took part
one of this difficult test at 452
schools across the state. These 26
wlll participate In part two of the
test on Dec. 11,

The top 100 performers statewide

will be invited to a banquet at Law-
rence Technological Universily next
February, where the top 50 scorers
wlll receive oollege scholarships
ranging in value from $350 to $2,100,

Farmington's finalists are: Brian
Afflerbaugh, Chand Anne, - Kristd
Bosker, Michal Brodsky, Rob Cavag-
nol, Brenda Cho, Alicla Crossland,
Avl Drissman, Eric Eslinger, Chrissy
Jacobs, Mike Lacosse, John Mitchell,
Jeff Monash, Rony Kukhopadhyay,
Charlie Ornstein, D.J. Otanl, Rajeev
Parckh, Ben Plnsky, Parce Scanio,
Tara Schubert, Davld Serlln, Morris
Slutsky, Ben Spector, Elliot Sperber,
Dan Stein and Naoko Torlkal.

'® HOLIDAY BAZAAR

A Hollday Bazaar has been sched-
‘uled for this Saturday, Dec. 7 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Farmingten High
School, 32000 The event

SLIP INTO
SOMET;HING A
LITTLE MORE

COMFORTABLE...

For cold winter
mornings or relaxed tvenings,
slip into the luxurious mmforl
and warmth of genuine suede

slippers lined with soft

sheepskin. Braid trim
slippee in grey. nut or wine

Sizes 6:7-5-9-40, 555.
Scuff in sand or sky blue

Sizes 6-7-5-0-10, $58

Jacobsons

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS

is sponsored by me'FArmInglm
Footbalt Backers, a parent group.
There will be a $1 admission.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING HOURS
Shop until 9 . Monday through Saturdsy. Noon (0 4 pen. on Sundsy.
We welcome Jacobson's Charge, ManecCard®, VISAS, and Ameekcan Expren®.



