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Trainer realizes

By Ral

R. Echlinaw
'SYAMN wititer

the Olymplcs). There's nothing I can
about.”

i» ‘Where seeing the world Is con-
:emed he US. Navy’'s got nothing
on the Olymples.

>'\s part of the U.S. Olymple traln-
‘tng staff, West Bloomfleld High

. School athletle tralner Britta Otto-
boni has been to Minnessta, Califor-
‘#itd, :Alaska, Oklahoma, Colorado,

‘thnd Japan. all since 1988, and
‘next month she'll add Italy, Switzer-
lnnd and France to her itinerary.

Ottoboni leaves Jan. 2 to work
wlu: the Unlted States Olymple long-
“track 3, skaters for a month In
.Italy and Switzerland.

Then it’s off to Albertville, France
{75 mlles east of Lyon) to tend the
US. women's downhill aki tcam In
February, partly because Oltobonl
happens to be one of two trainers on
a aull of 18 who skis.

. ALTHOUGH THE TRAINING
staff s no longer allowed to march

in the traditlonal Olymplc parade,.

Ottoboni doesn’t mind. “How can 1
mphln”" she sald. “I get to go (to

Ottobonl began life in 1961, the
daughter of Danlsh immigrants who
scltled in Farmington Hilla. She
swam . for the North Farmington
High Schoo! swim team, graduated
in 1979, and attended Oakland Com-
munlity College for a year “because I
dldn't even want to go to cotlege.”

Casting about for a carcer, Otto-
bonl talked to a Central Michigan
Unlversity recrulter who turned her
on to that school's Inaugural athletic
training program. “I was a
swimmer," she said, “but when I got
to college 1 declded swimming
wouldn't pay the bllls.

“It sounds lke I'm from the dark
ages, (but) nobody ever heard of ath-
tetic training (at that time)."

Several scmesters later, Ottobonl
was among the first CMU graduates
with an athletie Lralning bachelor's
degree.

In a burgeoning market for athlet-
ic tralners created largely by liablli-
ty concerns when athleles are In-
jured, Ottoboni quickly found work
with Henry Ford Hospltal.
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out to West Bloomfield schools when
a fulltime- trainer was deemed in.
dispeasable. So her pay checks may
be drawn on Henry Ford accounts,
but the school district paya the hospl-
tal tor Ottobon!’s service.

10 the West Rloomfield
mldcnl In 1986 that working with
the Olymplc team was a goal worthy
of supreme effort and dedication,
which she mhsequently -ppllc¢ "l
thought 1t woll
thing to go (to lhe Olymplu) . xhe
sald. “You grow up watchlng it on
TV. And I knew I wasn't going to get
there swimming.”™

BUT ONE DOESN'T just submit
an application, get hired and dance
olf to the games. Ottobon! has been
required to serve without pay in var-
jous capacitics in elght locations and
events since 1988, It's calied paying
your dues, -

“{But} for everythlng you get out
of it, It's more than worth it,” Otto-
boni effused, addlng, "Sec the world,
Be part of the Olymplecs.

She 13 having dil(lcully. however,
convincing people that the much-an-

Olympic dream

The hospltal, In tirn, farmed her

udpaud hoop slaughter expected to
trated by a squad of mlu-

xloul U.S. cagers upon the rest

heé world will Bot occur In !-‘ebrury

“A Jot of people don't know the
winter games are golng on,” she con-
fessed. "A lot of royle g0, 'Ob, are
you golng to watel

Although one might expect lhll

someone with a resume as impres-

. slve as Ottobon!'s Is about to become

- would not remain in ber present job

long, she sald she's quite content
with the West Bloomfield veue.

Sitting on the floor in WBHS's gym
watching a hoop scrimmage
week, Otloboni sald, “I can come in
here In the worst. pewhla mood and
these kids wiil put me In a great
mood. At this point I'm happy to be
here. The (male athletes) are proba.
bly r t0 me than they are to thelr
slsters.”

Indeed, Ottoboni has become such
a locker room ﬂ:lm that the's “be-
come one of the gu:

Freshman boys, she sald, are often
alarmed to see a_“glrl” in thelr
doman, but the upper classmen say,
"Tlut‘: not a girl. That's just Brit

campus pipeline

DAN DEAN/ataff photographer

Ottobonl cleans out a wound sustained during a junior varsity

basketball scrimmage.

If you have news from a col-
lege, university or other campus
of higher education — and there's
a Farmington-area connection —
we'd like to hear from you. Send
items to: Campus Pipeline,
Farmington Observer, 21888
Farmington Road, Farmington

® SHE'S INTERNING

Alblen College senfor Allcla Court-
ney of Farmington Hills is spending
the fal! semester worklag on an n-
ternshlp at the Albion Communlty
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Hospital. This Internship is providing
hands-on experience n the field of
medicine. She is a blology major and
a 1988 graduate of Harrison High
School.
® HE'S ELECTED
Andrew Walling Drake of Farm-
ington Hills was one of seven Alle-
gheny Collcge seniors clected to the
Eta Chapter of the Pht Beta Kappa
- national honorary scholastic frater-
nity. A graduate of North Farming.
ton High School, he s pursulng a ma-
Jor in chemistry. Allegheny College
1sin Meadville, Pa.
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® STUDENT VOLUNTEER

As part of a student volunteer
project to rebuild fire-gutted erack
bouses in a section of

Ington Hills graduated from the Uni-

versity of Dayton,
Jean Sielaf ot Farmington Hilis
{rem Commu-

Ind.,, Kathryn Perrin of Farmington
Hills was one of 30 DePauw Unlver-
slty students who worked (his fall to
prepare the houses for renovatlon
and sale to low-income familles.
Perrin 13 a senior majoring In chem-
Istry. She is a 1988 g1 of Mer-

nity College.
#® SHE'S ELECTED

Dawn Syrlan of Farmington was
elected senlor vice president of In-
ternational Business Fraternity of
“Delta Sigma P” at Western Michi-

cy High School.

@ NEW GRADUATES
- Thomas Patrick Galvin of Farm-

gen Y

She 1s a 1088 graduate of Farm-
ington High School and is a senlor
majoring In business management
with a minor o commenlcatlon,
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85 Posner Gallery ¢
:‘) Paintings, Glass, Pattery N
A,,’7 Ceramics & Jewelery b2
& 626-6450 ('J..
K . . )
% Techline Studios Ry
£ The Ultimate In Affordable g h
.l) EEuro-Style Laminated Furniture &
k2 737-5510 S
8 Robert Alexander Jewelers 2
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(74 Tradition In Diamonds & Diamond Jewelry n)-
\s) : 855-0040 (-,_'
o Nipponkai Japanese Restaurant R
Sy Award Winning Japanese Cuisine Zh
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v2 The Best Cleancrs D
‘\P Computerized Dry Cleaning 7
) Same Day Service (_\"
% 855-0670 =
) Waleed’s (;
B Mideastern Cuisine ,
N Specializing In Lebanese Food 4
- :) 932-2540 (s:
% Studio 313 A
R The Salon That Gives 73
,7) The Gift of Beauty (R‘\.‘
4
‘g 855-2999 %
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