Teens get in the act in ‘First is Supper’ ’

“First {3 Supper” staris Dec, 4
and runs through Dec, 20 at the
Jewish Community Center, 6800
‘W. Maple Road, West B!

Ing, perhaps In part due to his moth-
ers' involvement with community
theater, At flve he played the Wizard

Call 788-2600 for ticket informa-
Hon. To charge tickets, call 645-
£6666.

By Barbara Michals
apaclal writer

"“This i3 one of Lhe saddest plays —
we all cry every time we go through
it, but for every sad thing there's lots
of comic relief,* sald 13-year-old
Jalme Newman, deseribing the Jow-
Ish Ensemble Theatre's upcoming
production of “First Is Supper.” in
which she plays a retarded girl.

. “IDON'T ety. I consider this play
a comedy; a comedy is anything that
makes me laugh,” said 13-year-old
Danlel Kahn, who plays Newman's
brother in the show,

“You don’t cry because you're a
boy! Trust me, you'll be In tears”
Newman conflded confldently.

“Flrst is Supper marks the sec-
ond professional acting appearance
for both teens, who also both made
thelr professional debuts In the Jew-
ish Ensemble Theatre’s A Rosen by
Any Other Name™ last season.

Newman and Kahn are Farming-
ton Hills resideats and . elghth-
graders at their respective schools,
Hillel Day School and Roeper City
and Country School.

“Flrst Is Supper,” a first play by
actor/comedian Shelley Berman, s
A blitersweet famlly drama that ex-
plores the strengths, falbles, and re-
sitlence of an immigrant family in
Chleago In 1919. While the play s not
autoblographical, it is loosely mod-
eled on the author’s maternal grand-
parents,

“THIS FAMILY'S not ready for
what's In stere for them,” Newman
sald, “The father has Lhree children
but has always concentrated on me,
his Httle baby. He docan’t know how
to face his problems. He's just reallz-
ing that I'm not normal and that he
also has to start dealing with the
problems of others.”

Newman's role Is much larger and
challenging than the supporting part
she had last year. “It's difficult play-
ing someone retarded.” she said.

“Other actors respond to each
other’s lnes. My character doesn’t
know what’s golng on and so re-
sponds in lnapproprlate ways. I have
to ignore what's golng on and re-
member that my character doesn't
understand. T slt up In bed at night
and wonder how I can make ber
sound more real.” .

“My character, Solly, is pushed
around a lot,* Kahn added. “He's

" mever happy because his dad never
pays aitention to him. I play a ne-
glected, obedient chitd.”

“THAT'S GOING to take real act-
[ng!" Jaughed Marcla Kahn, Danlel’s
mother, who dropped him off for re-
hearsal at the theater in the Jewlsh
Community Center.

Kahn said he has always llked act-

of Oz In pi , and has d
in other school plays.

Hls first appearance before a
large audlence was when he read po-
ems In a talent show at a Wisconsln
resort where his family was vaca-
Uonlng. He later repeated thls in o
talent show at Temple Israel, which
brought him to the attentlon of Eve-
iyn Orbach, the Jewlsh Ensemble
‘Theatre’s artistlc director,

Kahn has studled at Cranbrook's
summer theater school and intends
to return there next summer or per-
haps attend Interlochen. He sald he
might eontinue with his acting In
high school but would not consider It
as a career. “Too risky,” he said. *1
want to be a tawyer."”

NEWMAN ON the other hand, Is
determined to pursue acting as a ¢a-
_reer. "My dream is Hollywood,” she
sajd. “I want to go to UCLA or
Northwestern and major in fllm. 1
want televislon and movle work
more than theater.”

Her interest In acting began just
two years ago whlle watching the

PP

Academy Awards. I loved it so
much I deelded 1 wanted to be part
of it,” she said. The next summer she
studied at Actors Alliance Conserva-
tory, then attended Interlochen last
summer, where she plans to return.
“I'have a lot more to lcarn, especial-
ly considering how good the other
people are in this play, “ she added.

Both must adapt their lves to in-
clude rehearsals that run 4-1¢ p.m.
slx days 2 week, “1 do my homework
whenever there’s a scene I'm not fn,
and I go to bed very late,” sald New-
man, who's also playing Ado Annle
in her school's upcoming productton
of “Oklahoma!” She had to drop out
of schoot rehearsals for the three
weeks of “First Is Supper” rehears-
als.

Kabn sald he docs his homework
In schoo), after rehearsals, and gets
up carly, He has hagd to curtall sports
practices as well. He plays soccer,
basketball, and baseball, likes recre-
atlonal swimming, and loves skilng.

Sounding very much llke a typlcal
teenager, Newman sald most of all
she likes talking on the phone, and
golng to the mall, She also likes
gymnastics, bascball and art, and
has traveled abroad extenslvely with
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The Ultimate
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her famlly. In school she most enjoys
writlng and is currently working on
anovel.

“J HAVE about 150 pages donc,
but I haven't had time to work on it
for a while,” she sald.

Newman stressed that while her
parents are suppertive of her acting
ambltlons, “they are not stage par-
ents at all. They told me from the
start. “There are two people In this
family who have a job, and you're
not one of them.' [ have Lo find my
own jobs, my own rldes. They want
me to still have a nermal chlldhood;
they don’t want me skipping from 13
102§,

“They believe educatlon comes
flrst, but If you have a dream, then
go for it.”

Barbara Michals is a retired
Southfield English teacher. A the.
ater critic for the last 17 years,
she is an inveterate playgoer who
regularly catches up on all the
New York productions.
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Good Griefl ;

Snoopy's LIVE at Oakland Mali!

Snoopy. the world tamous beagle. Is'on his way 10
Qakiand Mell to share his favorite holiday stoty.
‘SNOOPY'S NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS®
Friday, December éth
Shows at 1 p.m., 3p.m. and 6 p.m.
‘Saturday, December 7th
Shows at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., 3p.m. and é p.m.

And, the whole Peanuts Gong will be spending the Crvistmas
season with you ot Qakland Moll. Animatea characters of
the whole gong will spread cheer throughout the mal. For -

ihe little ones, there's even a glant talking bearl So joinin ~ §
the fun as Chvistmas goes Peanut-ty at Oaklond Mall. -

14 Mile ot 1-75
Hudson's, JCPerv.ey. Seats ond over 130 great steres and services
Hours:Thurs.-Sat. (Dec. § - Dec. 14) 9:30 a.m. 101000 p m.
Sun, (Dec. 8) 11 a.m. 10 7 p.m. « Mal Gitt Certiicates
avaiable at Information Boath duting mclt hours
Velet Parklng and Complimentary Coat Check Avalloblo
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JC PENNEY SEARS CROWLEY'S.
KROGER PERRY DRUGS TICKETMASTER
SAV-ON AGPIFARMER JACK Phan arders only
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