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! Talks almed at privatizing the
;(inancially strapped Mcadow Brook
Music Festival at Oakland Ualversi-
Ly are approachlng the serions stage,
with two prominent southeastern
sMIchigan promoters vying with each
other for the contract.

Arena Assoclates Inc., operators
of the Palace of Auburn Hills and the
New Plne Knob, and  Olympla
Arenas Inc., which runs the Fox The-
‘atre and the Joe Lewls Arena, are
‘negotiating with OU for the contract
to run the popular but fiscally un-

und summer series.
“We are In the discusslon phase,”
id OU Interim president Jobn H,
Carlo. “We want to determine if
{'s viable to have a promoter oper-

te the festival under terms, mndl-‘

De Carlo sald. “The music festival
will continue to be an integral part
of Oakland University.”

The Meadow Brook Musle Festi-
val Is currently operated by OU on
the school's east campus es-
ter. It has been the summer home of
the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
since 1964 and the alt-: of popu:lar
concerts since.1970.

BUT THE SERIES has fallen on
financlal hard tmes over the last
decade or 30 because of a number of
factors such as increased competi-
tion and bad weather.

As of Jast February — when OU
turned over seven concerts to Cellar
Door Productions ~— the festival's
accumulated deficlt was §921,717.

Turning over the concerts to Cel-
lar Door wasn't anything new, sald
De Carlo. who noted that OU had

tions and |
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p d with other

Y ‘o quallty
“programming.

“But one thing Is very important,”

s on a tlmited scale.
" Bat it might have been a hint of
things to come.
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Treat him like a king this year and give
him a Nautica colton tesry velour kimono,
$85, and cotton {lannel pajamas, $50.

GRAHAM&,GUNN

Sﬂmmml Mall
2849 West Dig Beaver Road, Troy
16700
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‘I1don’t know fhaf lhe unlve}siry should
be in the business of running a music _

festival.’

— Andrea L. Fisher
OU trustee

Last summer, the festival fea-
tured 45 concerts — 15 fewer than in
1990 — featuring a wide range of
artists, including Victor Borge, the

- Boston Pops Orchestra, Smoky Rob-

inson, Morrissey and Indigo Girls.

Many were sell-ouls, sald Frank
Cardimen, assistant (o the OU vice
president - for external affalrs. "It
was a very successful season.

“I'¢an't speak for Cellar Door, but
1 understand those seven concerts
were among the most successfl.”

Even so, the serles “didn't quite

break even,” Cardiman sald.

With last summer fresh in thelr
minds, OU officials this month are
expected to discuss turnlng over
more if not all of the concerts to pri-
vate promolcrs, according to De
Carlo. The Board of Trustees will
likely -address the idea early next
year,

" TRUSTEES, HOWEVER, are al-
ready thinking about the problem,
and weighing the optlons. GU con-
tacted several promoters, but they
have narrowed the prospects (o two,
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Arena  Associates and Olympia
Arenas.

“We are only in the discusslon
stages,” sald trustee James A. Sharp
Jr. of Detroit. "Buluw idea deserves

fve zrea

Palace Fox owners vie for Meadow Brook

“If we put it in the bands of pro-
fessionals, the university wins all the
way around. We get the benefits of
professional promotion and we get
the benefits of any improvements

like this one, we (OU) are just not
geared up o compete with the peo-
ple who run the Palace or the Fox
Theatre.”

Another trustee, Andrea L. Fisher
of Blrmingham, summarized her
thoughts this way. “I don’t know that
the unlversity should be in the busi.
ness of running a musle festival.

the might make . . . and
we make money regardless of ratny
‘weather or poor attendance."

Trustee L. Brooks Patterson of
Drayton Plains sald discusslon ‘on
contracting out the festival is long
overdue. “OU Is a great unlversity,
but a lousy promoter,” he said. “The
sooner we move to privatize the fes-
tival, the better.”

Car wash donates to MADD

- American Auto Wash and MADD,
QOakland County want you to -“Tie
une on for Safety” ths hollday sea-

On Saturday, MADD volunteers
will be distributing red ribhons to
customers at ajl five American Auto
Wash locations.

To promote sober driving and help
support victims of drunk driving
crashes, Amerlcan Auto Wash will
donatc $1 for every car washed on
Saturday plus give 100 full service
aute washes to MADD, Oakland
County.

SEARS

In the Sears Oecember 4th
and December 6th advertis-
ing section you may have re-
celved, the Royal Dirt Devil
hand vac #60051 was adver-
tised.as a limited-time sale
item. Due to extraordinary
customer demand prior to
these sale dates, we regret
that supplies of this item
have been exhausted. We
apotoglze for any Inconve-
glence to our Sears cus-
tomers.
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WOOD, ALUMINUM CLAD
with Exclusive Heat Mirror®*
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Quality Is equal or beiter than
Andersan or Marvin, ye!
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| on presentatlon of this ad on
| purchase of six or more
} windows. FREE DELIVERY In
| trl-county area. One coupon
| per customer, Ordor must be
| placod by Jan. 4
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« Heat Mirror Insulates twice as
well as ordinsry doubls pane

+ Solld wood interior for painting
orstalning |
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Crranms Or Fint Jixyim

Greenstone's offers
the finest selection of
gold accessorics for
every occasion. From
money ¢iips to signet
rings, for graduations,
birthdays, anniversanes
or any special day.

‘We offer expert
engraving. giftwrapping

aﬂdshnppme anywhere
in the United States.
Stop in and sce
Creenstone's for all of
your gift giving ideas.

528 North Woodward
Birmingham, Mi
4 Blks. North of Maple
313-642-2650
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SAVE 45%

ON THE EAST HAMPTON COTTAGE COLLECTION
FROM PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE
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Warmth & Beauty

of Solid Oak

The nostalgic look of the
19th Centuny can be yours
at special sale  prices
during this Hmited time
sales cevent on the
Peansyvivania House t
Hampton Cottage  Colblee-
tion. Sclecr from 35
distinctive  picees for aoy
room in your home. Visi
your local Pennsylvani
House  gallery 1aday
and take a look:
Sale cads
Saturday,
Dec. 1

SPECIAL NOTICE

Bring 1 new oy 1o our store
and recene an addinonat
10" alf the sale praces at the
above wollection aad. you
can abva save an adduonal
WG OFF the sale prices ot
the rest al the Pennsslvant
House lae
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