Builders go high-tech |

By Gerald Frawiey

-Ten years ago, & guy with a
hammer, a pickup truck and a dog
named Gus could. call himsel! a
bullder,

"Not ‘s0 today. Today's buflder
charges Into a job armed with com-
pnlen, high-tech tools and nutnma-

Campulers are used n everythlng
from designing entire houses and
landscaping to keeplng closer track
of schedules and cxpenditures; high-
tech tools range from nail guns to
ultra-sophisticated land surveying
tools.

In part, the growing sophisticatton
In the industry can be attributed to
the growing sophlstication of bulld-
er. According to Bullders Assocla-
tion of Southcastern Michigan presi-
dent James Bonadeo, today's men
and women entering the home bulld-
ing professlon may appear more
comfortable on Wall Strect than they
do on freshty paved roads of a resl.
dential development under construc-

“Yuung bullders today are gradu-
ating with assoctate and bachelor's
degrees, and In some cases, ad-
vanced degrees in construction man-
agement,” Bonadco sald.

Unlversities, community colleges
and vocatlonal schools throughout
the country have developed compre-
bensive programs in constructlon.

< Tralned - In technical areas like

dralting, carpentry and surveying,”

younger builders often are required
to take courses In higher math, phys-
fes, economics, labor relations, man-
agement estlmatlng, and yes, com-
puters. '

Bonadeo said that the point behind
alt this is not just to make them good
builders, but good business people.

IN A RECENT survey by the Na-
tional Associatlon of Home Bullder
business management department,

fully three-quarters of the bullders
studied use at least one . Of
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Lrolt, sald for the mo:l part, the con-
struction are behind the

‘the remalalng quarter, four of flve
have plans to comptite;

Sonia Wilder, NAHB business
management departrnent dlrector,
sald bullding Is like any other busl-
ness — or more succlnetly, ll isa
buslness,

Like any business, compu(tu have
become Incrc.ulngly more common
in offices of bullders. General com-
puter applications llke maintalning a
general ledger, purchase manage-

tmes in adapting'technology to the
indust

n the bome offlces, where most of
planning is done, bnlldeu. contrac-
tors and subcontractors have gradu-
ally comlng around — particularly
in the use of computers, Fiolek said,
but out on the job site, computers
and other high-tech tools like laser
and computer surveylng devices are
only now appearing,

Builders have readlly ndaplcd the

ment, payables, , bllling,
and tax preparation are jusl as use-
fu for the bullder as it Is for the re-
tailer.

Many of the same applications
used In other businesses have been
sublly modified for use by bullders.
“There are expenses In building a
house that are different from run-
ning another business, 30 we necd
programs that address that so when
we go In to talk to accountants,
we're not totally In the dark.”

But builders also have more spe-

“ciallzed needs, she sajd. Construction

estimating, sales and marketing,
house design, slie design and evalua-
tlon, and presentation software ape-
clally designed for use by bullders
has become an increasingly popular
w:ny of saving llmet,wnrk and mon-

Liwrally hundreds of programs
are presented to butlders each year,
but not every program meets the
needs of the builder, she sald. In
1985, the National Association of
Home Bullders created a software
review program,

“It ‘enables an §mpartial person to
revlew It bascd in criterla set up by
us,” Wilder said, So far, enly 12 com-
puter programs have met National
Associatlon of Home Builders stand-
ards.

ROBERT FIOLEK, senior mana-
ger of consulting services of BDO
Scidman with offices in Troy and De-

T
nent 1o the building lnduslry

Another high-tech [nstrument be-
comlng more popular on construc- .
tlon sites is closely related to the v
computer, Fiolek sald. -

Hand-held data storage devices
which can Interact with computers
have greatly facilitated record keep-
ing.

The problem with monltoring con-
struction projecis has never been at
the home office, he explalned. “The
big problems are out In the fleld and
the guya in charge aren’t generally
of a clerical nature.”

Paper work has always been -a
problem for the Industry, Fiolek
sald. “These guys they hire for con-
strucilon are hired for thelr hands —
and they're good at that.”

KEEPING TRACK of the number

of workers, when they start and stop
work, raln days, devlations from
schedules and material shipments
during a busy day when there are lit-
erally hundreds of things occurring
at once can be daunting task, he said.
“These are the type of things that
are scribbled on the backs of
doughnut napkins and are subse-
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" such’as Eaton Estates. NOW
810,000 off purchase

1991, Hurry! Limited units left.
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CUSTOM BUILT CONDOMINIUM HOMES
in Plymouth Township

It you have ever cansidered living in a lusury condominium community

s the time 10 buy! Choose from cither

p price, or 310,000 rebate on extran, or 80
CLOSING COSTS Iselect models). This offer valid until December 31,

From 229,500

455-4220

Open Fri,-Mon.

l CONTOVAN LM j

“LOCATED IN

THE QUAINT VILLAGE
OF CHELSEA"

94 10 Chelsea exit. N. V2 mele to stop light. feft 1 block.

Models open 7 days 12 noon-5 p.m.

(313) 475-7810

Colonial & Ranch Models

2-3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage, full

basement, central air, GE bullt-ins. deluxe
floor covering, patio deck & more.

F.rum'I 19,900

Association dues: 565.06 per month
Building lust phase. Units available for

1-6 p.m.

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY

TWERCERTT 1000 0K,
T . FOR FREMING THE
‘E"‘E‘:Fkﬂ HEAGRE
Use |I|“i\ coupon (o {elp Feed the Hangry.  Gleaners

Community Food Bank will use your donativns 10 purchise
the cases of tood you select and distribute them at no cost to
over 1RO soup Nitchens, chusch pantries, and emergeney
sbelters.

INDICATE THE NUMBER OF CASES OF EACH ITEM
YOU WISH TO BUY FOR THE HUNGRY

« ) Castleberry Beet Stew S14.06 case
) Bush’s Deluse Pork & Beans S10.85 cuse
¢ ) Star Kist Chaak Light Tuna SR Cane
¢+ Kroger Peanut Buttes S1K.00 cine
¢ Welchos Grape Jelly . $19.35 cane
¢ ) Rag Old World Sty ke Spaghetti Sauce S04 case
t ) Healthy Choice Chichen Nomdle Soup S14.40 case
U ) Kroger Instam Potatoces $E4.03 case
U ) Beech Nut Baby Fool S 7. 20 cane
¢y Juiey Juice 1Grape Juice)

v Sunshine Hilte Deluse Crachers S25.50 cane
¢ ) SNPA Infant Farmula S24.86 cane
t b Kroger Toasted Oumts Ceren) $16.50 case
Gleaners satotes the abone ad 104ty assevsates for then molsenent n our
continued efteres e Hetp Joed the Hungry

Enclosed 1s my chech in the amount of $.. for

e einets) of food s ity \]L\llltllhk‘ contribation to
Gleaners Community Food Bank o Help Feed the Hungry.

Name . A - e e -
Address JE e e e
City/Ste/Z
Please make checks
Bank and mail with ¢
Michipan 48207

ners Community Food
2131 Beaufait, Detroit,

s coupon o2
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i e For more information call (313) 9233535,

A LKoyd Brogas Development™

ISLAND COVE

Condominiums on Loon lake

WATERFRONT LUXURY LIVING

+ 2 Bodrooms + 2 Full Ceramic Baths » Natural Fireptace » Swimming
Pool » Elevator + Underground Healed Parking and Storage Units »
Lakeview Balconies + Loon Lake, a beautitul 243 acre natural ~all
sports laka™ « Boat Docks Avalable.

673-6620
Haurs: Sat. & Sun. 1-5 p.m.
or by appoiniment
WATERFORD. NORTH OAKLAND

BEAT RISING RENTS -
BUY NOW AND SAVE

*5137 MOVES YOU IN*
FROM *68,500
2 BEDROOM - 2 BATH UNITS

Take advaniage of mortgage inecost and
Proporty LAz doduchons and budd equly In your
home xi the same W'me -

“Limted ofee - Skt pnce of $68 $00 mth $1350 down Yo e
Sayment Momgage bawce of 354 920 P

552,00 por month hat taes wd aTsoCLon feey

AppOUMAIS Lix B3vnGE It 1he T8N Las brached wh be

316000 pre montn

12-5 Dally (Closed

f ' L
H - 1
caii us Nowl | | |[Starting at $159,900
...to ploce youwr NOVI Schools
Observer & Eccentric 3 & 4 Bed: 3
Classified od. I Dramatic Cu(‘hu‘:;]:zll“éulllng
WAYNE i Library - 2 1/2 Baths
8910500 |, [T
OAKLAND Oaly 126 A §
644-1 070 ‘\ Closad Thursday N
ryperre—— 1]
ROCHESTER |i:! 313) 442-2626 .
852-3222 l _ { A‘)&%gvﬂWm 6

981-6550  Thursday)
SALES BY CENTURY 21, HARTFORD SOUTH, INC.

Featunng tpac:
and sandy beach?

from 3199 500
344-8808
Sates Corner

Models Open Noor$ X0 pm

Buy tme at LOCHMOO!
Time 10 fish, time 10 aul, time to
kolt. time 10 relay . Enjoy the
woods and i e water i 3
carefree ranch condominium
home from the $130°

When You Want
To Get Away,

fust dave a few miles nonh
on |75 to joshn Road,

(the first exit past the Palace of
Aubuen Hilly) turn nght and look
for out entrance st 3
couple of mdes north

Come Home!
Well make it easy far you to take
i vany with unbeatable financing
and immediate occupancy

IGSHM@D

391 2221 or 335-8900

Crystal clear water for swimming,
boating & fishing . . . a lifestyle you'd
love to come b home to!

1y homes with wakou!

lowe: levwis and eﬂul’ dnek: plnn: ovcriﬁol’vv calm water

.




