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Farmlngmn Hills Mercy finished
its amazing run through the Claas A
girls basketball tournament one
c::neback shy of a state champlon-
ship. .
The Marlins, who established a
reputztion for winnlng rallles, failed
to pull it off one more time Saturday
afternoon and lest 52-38 to Detroil
Martin Luther King in the flnal at
Batile Creek's Kellogg Arena.

The Crusaders (24-1) won thelr
sccond consecutive title and (hird
overall. Mercy. made its sixth ap-
pearance In the champlonshlp game
after efiminating favored Saginaw
on Friday night. The Marllna (17-9)
have won two state titles.

I thought we played a good game
by our standards, but it was not
enough to beat them,” Merey coach
Larry Baker sald,

“THERE WERE ne complalnts,
no excuse-making. We talked about
how we wanted (o [lnish it. We didn't
want a lot of weeplng. I thought we
conducted ourselves with a lot of
dignity.”

The champlonship game culminat-
ed a hectte week [n which the Mar-
lns were uncertain who and when
they would play. Mercy got a bye in
the quarterfinals after Detrolt Mur-
ray-Wright was removed from the
tournament for using players not on
its cligibility roster,

Murray-Wright parents tried. to
have the ‘tournament suspended
through a.court action, and the Fri-
day semlfinal games were in doubt
until a declston was made shortly be-
fore the'start of the § p.m. contest.

“J never thought we had to prove
we belonged here,” Baker safd, add-
ing the Marllns had to beat two good
teams (Birmingham Marfan and Sa-
gm\f) to get there, “We're

“Our record might - not have
* showed it, but I thought we deserved
to be here as much as the other
teams,” Mercy senlor Laure DeMAt-
tia said.

King combined a full-court prms,
good tcam qulckness, strong re-
bounding -and the scoring of 5-foot
guard Schwanna Prince to beat the
Marlins,

Marlins
are ond
in state

Prince got all 18 of her points in
the first hatf to help the Crusaders
take a 30-18 lead. Most of her shots
were from the perlmeter, and two
went for three points,

“WE KNEW that patential was
thepe, but It was a calculated risk,”
Baker sald. “We wanted to take
away as much of King's Inslde game
as we could. She stepped up and took
the chatlenge.

“Trying to figure out how to de-
fend that team s difficult, because
they do a lot of things well. They can
really get [nto a power game. I felt
we really defended that well, The
trade-off was that aspect in the llrst
hall”

King started a Lineup that included
5-11 Tiffany Mitchell, 6-0 Tennille
Caruthers and 6-2 Gemetrlee White.
Mitchell had elght polnts in the first
quarler and flnished with 13 and
nine rebounds,

But it was Prince, averaglng 19
points in the tournament and 10

overall, who did the most damage to

Mercey’s iltle asplrations.

“Baker is a great coach, and I
knew what he would try to do,” King
coach Willlam Winfield -sald. “We
had to knock down our Gutside shots
and loosen up the inslde,

“We wanted to get down the floor
and beat them in the -transition
game, because once they set up In
the post they’ re tough."

* DEMATTIA LED the Marlins with

* 14 pdlnts and six rebounds, Julle An-

gell and Mary Blenlewicz scored
clght aplece, and Kathleen Berrigan
added five points in addition to hav-
Ing six assists and four steals.

While the turnovers were ncarly
even- — Mercy had 25 and the
Crusaders 21 -~ King's press threw

the Marllns.out of sync olfensively,

and its trapping defense caused Mer-

cy to have difflculty passing the ball.
“We were "prelty calm In this

game; we had nothing to lose,” Ber-

rigan sald, “but they did a good job

of Tcnding the next pass and anticl-
tng."

1 k’new (Baker) would have hb’

kids golng to certain spots,” Winfleld
said. “T told my kids to keep the
pressure up and after a while they
would be 'too tired to get to those
apots — and that's baslcally what
happened today.”"

The Marlins, who trailed Saglnaw
by six"at halftime Friday but won
47-44, were stlll “within alght” of
Klng at halftime, according to
Baker..

White, Tamlka Matlock and
Caruthers combined to score nine
points at the outsct of the third quar-
ter, and King's lead was quickly In-
creased to 39-19. Matlock added sey-
en points to the team total and White
slx. The Crusaders outrebounded
Mercy 39-26.

“WITI! THE three-polat shot now-
adays, It doesn't take long for a 12-
point lead to vanish,” Winfield said.
“We knew we had to keep the pres-
sure on and a hand In the face."

“We wanted to work into our of-
fense and not be afraid to make
passes,” Baker said. “Well, lhey
brought pressure up real strong and
we didn't handle the ball real well. I
thought we ran our press-breaker
well overall, but they got us there.”.

Mercy trailed 46-28 afler the third -

period, but the Marlins wanted to
end the game with a sense of dignlty,
according to Baker, who spoke light-
heartedly to his playérs between
quarters and told them to “have !un
out there.”

“Now are we golng to run and
chase them and to prove we're
faster than they are?” Baker sald.
“Or arc we golng to stay in the of-
fense and try to execute it as best we
can? That was my cholee.

- “It's not life and death. Every
other Class A team would have loved
Lo be where we were playing against
King. Il we make cvery shot —
great. if nol we want to go out with
slylo

Mercy reaches ‘A’ final, bows

’ By Dan O'Meara

Valire Jones, a junior guard on the Mercy team,
protects the basketball against an aggressive

to King
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King defense Saturday in the Class A champi-
onship game In Battle Creek.

Marlins settle down, sideline Saginaw

Senlor Mary Blenlewicz and teamma
Heffesnan. (32), Valire Jones and

\
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Brooks (30) celebrate Mercy's victory over Sa-

semifinats Friday.

By Dan O'Meara
stoff writor

Coach Larry Baker winced when
the Farmington Hills,Mercy basket-
ball fans encouraged hls players “to
flre vp” at halitime of the Class A
semifinal game Friday night.

Baker had just spent the hal{time
trylng to get the Marlins to calm

. down and play their usual game

agalnst Saginaw, Mercy did that and

toppled the No. 2-rated Trofans 47-°

44 at Batule Creek Central Field-
ouse,

The victory seat Merey o the
state final for the sixth time in the
18-ycar history of the tournament,
but top-ranked Detrolt Martln Lu-
ther King defended its title Saturday
wlth a 52-36 win over the Marlins,

“Firlng up was not the problem,
settling down was,” Baker sald. “We
did everythlng but drug them at
halftime. We took deep breaths; 1
talked very slowly,

“It's not the team that wants it
most (that eventually wins) but the
team that Is itself the most.”

NEITHER MERCY nor Saginaw
played a quarterfinal game Wednes-
day, and nobody knew II there would
be a somltinal game Friday.

Parents of Detrolt Murray-Wright
players flled suit Lo stop the tourna-
ment {rom proceeding after the Pi-
Jots were removed Tuesday by the
Public School League for using ineli-
gible players. A decision was not
made untll late Friday afternoon,
throwing the suit out of court and al-
lowing the games to continue as
scheduled,

The Marlins (17-9} received a bye
to the semilinals when Murray-
Wright was ousted, and Saglnaw ad-
vanced when Alpena forfelted be-
cause it dido’t have cnough players
following a disciplinary move.

“The kids were really wired,"
Baker said. “Not playlng Wednesday
had samething to do wlith It, but Sagi-
naw was in the same boal. It was
casy for us to forget In the last week
these are adolescents. The key to-
night was to settle down."

After (alling behind 23-11 in the
sut;cond quarter, Mercy began to do

at.

Baker used a timeoul at that June-
ture, and the game changed com-
\Pletely after thal. The Marllns began
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to rally’ as Mary Bicniewicz, Julie
Angell, Lauee DeMattia and Valire
Jones combined to get Mercy within
six points at halftime, 25-19.

“WE'RE KNOWN as a comeback
1eam, and we've come back (o win in
ali the big games,” DeMattia said.
“We just dug In and had guts. (Baker)
1o}d us to play Mercy basketball and
be ourselves.™ '

Angell, a (reshman who didn't
play against Saginaw carlier in the
season, scored 14 points to lead Mer-
cy and DeMattla tossed in 10. Bien-
lewicz and Jones also had hig games
at both ends of the floor, scoring 13
and elght polnts and grabbing key
rebounds.

“{Angell) changes our whole offcn-
sive scheme. It's not only her scoring
that s a key, but she creates oppor-
tunitles for Laure, too. Teams were
defending the heck out of Laure all
year, und they can’t afiord to do that

now.”"

Saginaw’s all-state guard, 5-7 jun-
tor Erinn Recd, scored 10 points In
the first half but had only three more
In the second. She scored 16 when
Saginaw defeated the Marllas 47-42
in September.

The Trojans (22-4) also got 10
from '6-3 center Janicta Scals and
nine from Tanesha Johnson, Sopho-
more Tincesha McDuffie came off
the bench to scored cight in the sce-
ond half and keep Saginaw n the
game.

"We had some Erin Reed Rules
working out of a zone delense,”
Baker said. “We were ready when
they slid her down the baseline and
that was key. We defended Erin real
well the first time and had some
clues this time.

“VAL'S PLAY at the top of our
zone was critical. She stepped up and
played a terrific game.”

Baker said he thought Reed felt
pressure to take control and did too
much in the second hall, the same
thing he told Mercy polnt guard
Kathleen Berrigan not to do in the
tirst half. Berrigan didn't score, but
contributed 1o the comeback by run-
ning the offense well.

DeMattia tied the score at 27 in
the third quarter, and the Marlins
led 31-27 at the end as Berrigan
dumped the ball over the Saginaw
defense to Angell undernecath the
basket for a layup with :06 remain-
ing.

Mercy cxtended its lead to 45-35
in the fourth quarter, Bieniewicz hit-

ting a shot from the wing with 4% .

minutes to play.

But the Marilins lost Angell to a
fifth foul at 2:27 and DeMattia at
1:41 while Saginaw was in the pro-
cess of rallying. Reed's triple and
Scals® free throw cut the margin to
three, 47-44, afier DeMattia left.

Mercy was still three fouls from
being In the bonus, but it backfired
on the Trojans, who had no chance to
get the ball other than a steal, which
they were unable to get.

The Marlins missed two one-and-
one chances, the last with :05 re-
maining. Saginaw's Jessica [”crklru
got the rebound but stusmbl

lost the ball. Jones scooped ll%’p..lnd—-

secured the win.



