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Hoping to make 78 RPM a

Dan

By LArry 0O'Connor
staf! writer

Cynicism may be viewed as: the bane of all
artistle expression and, darn, if Dan Santoni al-
lows such skepticism to seep Into his new publl-
cation, 74 RPM.

Geez, that's no fun.

The debuts this will pro-

THOUGH SUCH artlcles would scem cursory
and a one-sided exercise of ego, Santonl sald the
magazne’s mission is to delve decper into
motivations and psyche of the artist, Too often,
he feels, those Interpretations are lelt to outsld-
crs who can only surmlse to what threshold a
person secks to achleve with his eraft.

What may separate 78 RPA from other art
could be the artists themsclves.

vide a forum for all types of artists to articulate
a viewpoint of their work and on the arts in gen-
eral. No thumbs up or thumbs dowm, no star or
rosc ratlngs — Just the words from the arilsts
themselves.

“For one, I'm an artist myself. I know what it
is like 10 put your artwork Into a show or a band
deallng with club owners," sald Santoni, 21, who
is a photographer. "I want to give the artist an
opportunity to speak [recly for themselves In-
stead of someone clse dolng it for them.”

In a protatype issue, 78 RPM {catures inter-
views with a person who makes jewelry out of
recyclable materizls, an avant-garée photogra-
pher as well as local musiclans Brothers from
Another Planct and national music sensatlon
Fishbone. The articles are cither in-depth auto-
biographical pieces or a Q&A format.

- Instead of covering trendy deslgners and pop
art, Santoni sees his task as bringlng to the sur-
face those artlsts submerged in their own obscu-
rity. The publication will be highly visual, rely-
ing on arlists for [ts attitude rather than fts
staffers.

At least that was the initial source of inspira-
tion for Santoni. The idea for an arts magazine
developed a year ago through a conversation
among co-workers in the Sam's Jams parking lot
in Ferndale where he worked.

The discusslon centered on the history of De-
troit muslc. More grecisely, the emergence of
such innovators as Iggy and the Stooges and the
MC § and how their Influences still permeate
muslc today.

“We were wondering what’s around now that’s
1lke that," Santon) sald.

BILL HANSEN

i {left) and {ayout artist and designer Adam Hotfman.

- New spin for music
Magazine lets the artists do the talking

GOOD QUESTION, and the answer usually
takes a conslderable amount of research and
commitment. The group decided to pool their re-
sources; several are writers and photographers
themselves,

But several meetings in the planning stages
digressed into what Santoni described 23 *'a real
mess™ with 14 people voielng varying opinions on
what direction the publicatlon should take.

Others began to fall off, Finally, Santonl and a
few others carried on with their orlginal
premise.

1n December, the 38-page publication wiil de-
but on newsstands and through mail subscrip-
tions. The price Is tentatively sct at $2.50 a copy.

A benefit, "Mural of Reallly: An Establishing
of New Foundatlons," Nov. § at Industry in Pon-
Ulac raised an estimate $1,100 for 78§ RPM. The
start-up costs have been offsel through contribu-
tions and $1,500 out of Santoni’s own pocket.

“We're trying to fil a new niche, especially in
Detroit,” Santoni satd. “t might be a risk, but 1
fecl It's warth doing.” :

Cosmic
‘ole’ for
Banditos

By Joseph 8. Hoffmann
spoclal writer

It's reggae, No, it's rock. No . . .
now wait 3 minute, it sannds more
like spiritual speed metal

1t's the Cosmic Dandllm, a local
group with a singular and diverse
sound. .

Their stage performance Ls a high-
vnergy excursion that has o be seen
10 be appreciated.

“Our music is like that played by
the monks In Tibet. You know, the
ones way up In the mountains who sit
around and play horns and drums.
They will sit and play for hours,
sunie in monotone, and they all come
up with different stuff. Well, we're
like that” said the band's raucous

Members ol the c0lmlc Bsanditos are Scott Cothran {from left), Matthew Ruffino, Charles
LeVine and Scolt Goldstein.

drummer, Scott Goldstein.

Although nonc of them resemble
monks, many of the group's lyrics
have a religlous undertone.,

Much of (his plous influence
comes from Matthew Rulfino, the
Rroup’s Rastalarian devotee who
Rrew up in the Farmington Hlls.

“I sing a lot about Jah (short for
Jchovah), who s the man/women
creator or God, li\d about salva-
- Lton,” he said.

DREADLOCKS askew and forever
smiling, Ruifino, the band’s maln-
stay gultarist/vocalist, sald the band
has gone through many changes
since lis birth In carly 1989,

Scott  Cothran, who commands
rhythm gultar and who lives in
Farmington, said the band used lo
play hard-core rock, but that thelr
sound has now taken on a psychedel-
fe folk and blues style.

“We don't think of ourselves as a
band, we think of oursclyes as a fam-
ily. This gives our music the kind of
precision we could not get any other
way,"” Rulfino said.

All of the band members hail from
suburban Detrolt except Charles
LeVine, their bass player, whom
Ruffino met when he lived In Allanta
for a short time.

In a time when many bands choose

to pottray a sardonic nature to to-
day’s youth, the Banditos sing more
on a pasltive metaphysical note.

The Banditos have a wide range of
influences.

“Everything (rom Bob Matley to
Black Sabbath from Plak Floyd to
the Bad Brains have been (his band's
influences,” LeVine xald. “It's hard
to pinpalnt exactly.”

IN CONCERT

Monday Dec. 8

@ Baked Paradoxala
Croas Street Station, 511 W, Croas, Yp-
allanti.

445-5050
® Mr. Picasso Hesd
Rick's Cafe, 611 Churck, Ann Arbor.
47

096.27.

@ Paradiss Veliey Jazz Jam
Featuring Dwight Adams at Alvins,

5758 Caxs, acroas from Wayne State Unl-

versity, Detroit

£32.2355

Tuesday Dec. 10

@® The Wishing Fleid
Blind Pig. 208 5. First, Aon Arbor.

$96-8335 .
® Assembly Required
Rick's Cate, 61) Church, Aan Arbor.

996-2747 R
® Chisel Bros. with Thometta
Davis

Alvins, 5756 Cass, across from Wayne
State University, Detrolt

Wednesday Dec. 11

® The Attic
With Suarise Highway at Blind Pig, 208
S. First, Ann Arbor.

£96-8335

@ Dr.Johi

Sully's, 4753 Greenfield, between Mich-
gan Avenue and Ford Road, Dearborn.
345-1920
® Harambe

Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
996-2747

Thursday Dee. 12

® Hope Orche:
3-D, IBIS N, mu:, Roy-l Oax.
4.

589-33:
@ Vaudas-Vills Rage

With Dadblasted and Skurvey Turile
Paychecks Lounge, 2932 (‘Anlll. off Jns
Campay, Hamtramol

BT4-0254

® Y.ML

With Mlulonlry Siew at Blind Pig. 208
S. First, Ann Arbor
9968535

® Samaritans
Crass Street Statlon, 511 W. Croas, Yp-
silant. .

e Goodllllowl Benefit
Ba

Andrew's Hall, 431 E Congress, Detrol
Admission s $8.

feltows, which provide clothes, toys
and other aslstance Lo underpriviledged
children
961.MELT .
@ Trinldad Tripol Stesi Drum

Band
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996-2747

® Aceldams

Blondles, 21139 W. Seven Mile, be
tween Telegraph and Southfleld, Detrolt
5358108

® Waather Yenes

With Happy Accidents and The
Splitters at Alvins, 5758 Cass, across
from Wayne Stale University, Detroit
832-2385

L i.ﬂ Grend Biuea Jam
Moby Dick's, 5452 Schaefer, porth of
Mlchlgan Avenve and Ford Road, Dear-

Snisso
Friday Dec. 13

@ Chisel Bros. with Thomatta
Davis
New Detroiter Bar & Grill, 635 Beau-
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bien, at East Fort.
P63-3355

® Spanic Boys

Sally’s, 4758 Greenfield, between Mich-
igan Avenue and Ford Road, Dearborn.
846-1920

® Qary Richrath

Todds, 8139 Seven Mile, coe block east
of Van Dyke, Detrolt.
366-TODD

@ Blues Fost
Wit Willie D. Warren, Uncle Jesie
White, Jeff Maylan and Lovisizna Heat at
Alvins, $758 Cass, across from Wayne
State University, Deuols
8122355

® Strange Bodl-llo
Lun 11,2930 Jacob, mmuxmck.
55385

. Traums Kamp
Finney's Pub, 3985 Woodward, near
Alexandrine, Detroit.

83 3
@ 3-D Invisibles
Paychecks Lounge, 2933 Caniff, off
Jos. Campau, Hamtramek.
£74-0254
® Mother Mercy
iwhvylld.wumdlkuAboy a
Blondies, 21139 W, Seven Mlle, between
Telegraph and Southtield, Detroit.
108

@ Hannibals
With smuomg Zak at Blind Pig. 308
S. First, Ana Arbor.

296-8555

@ Socisi Fabric
Cross Street Station, 511 W. Cross, Yp-

silantl.

4453050 -

@ Frank Allison and ths Odd Sox .
Rick's Cale, 611 Churceh, Aan Arbor.

996-2747
@ Blind Dog Blues Band

Moby Dick’s, 5452 Schaefer, north of
Michigan Avenue and Ford Road, Dear-
born.
381-3650

Salurday Dec. 14

l Hannibsla
- With Weeplng R‘chll at Lill's 21, 2930
Jacob, Hamtram:

8758335
@ SweetF.A.
The Rits, l'l!lﬂ Frazho, 10% Mile and
Gratiol, Rosevill
TI3-8150
@ tioyd Cole
With former Go-Betwren members
.Robert Forater and Grant McLesoan D:
st ’

trolt. Tickets for the previomly scbed-
uled show at Cludland will be bonored.
Doors open at§:30 p.m.

261.MELT

® Mule
With Ugly Stick at Finney's Pub,’ )N!
‘Woodward, near Alexandrine, thxﬁl
8318070,

@ Ahythm Corps
Blind Pig, 208 5. First, Ann Arbor. =

® Strange Bedfellows

Crom Street Statioa, 511 W, Croas, Yp-
sitantl.
435-5050

@ Spanic Bays
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbar.
996-7747 )

@ Bluss benefit

With Blind Dog Blues Band, Bluesmat-
I3, Alligators, Marc Falconberry, Buddy

mn Howlin' Diablos, Johany “Yi
o0es, Robert Jones, Jean wan
Malor Clly Shakers, Pit Vipers, Harmoad
'a Shah, Mister Bo and Moj Hand at
\lnhy Dick’s, 3452 Schaefer, north of
Mlchlun Avenue and Ford Road, Dear-

.umasa -

@ Frank Allison and ths Odd Sox

Alvins, 5756 Cass, across from Wayne
State University, Detroit
£32.2355

PROFILE: THE ULTIMATE SPARKS"

COLLECTION
— Sparks

Well, it's about time. Sparks, one
of the best and brightest bands of the
“70s (their best period) who atill had
more than a few bright spots during
the '80s and may surprise us all In
the "90s, have released this double
retrospective of their brilllant ca-
Teer as rock's “weird guys.”

First, there was Ron Mael, the
group's songwriter -and keyboard
player, with a penchant for playing
in his minlmalist style as his brother
(and resident heartthrob) Russell
danced around, singing in his falsetto
voice, which often disguised the fact
that, hey, these guys are writing
some of the smartest, cleverest IyT-
lcs around, bar none.

Even today, songs such as "Hasta
Manana,”
casily stand up. Did I fall to mention
they wrapped those lyrics around
some of the catchlest rock of the
era? I so, take it from me: they did.
And it still holds up extremely well.

e L.A.-based band had to go lo
England te become stars, with hits
such as ““This Town Aln't Blg Enough

“Monsleur” and “Achoo” -

for the Two of Us” and “Something
for the Girl with Everything” and
many, many more, including their
biggest US. hit, “Cool Places,” sung
with Sparks fan extraordinaire and
Go-Go Jane Wiedlin.

In fact, my only complaint with
this double-set Is that it leans too
much on the band's later work and
not enough on their earlier stuf(. For
example, 1 would have loved to bear
"\\hlpplnn and Apologies” or the hi-
lariaus "]

The CD has 40 cuts, seven more
than the tape, Inéluding rare B-xides
like “Barbecute™ and “Lost and
Found.” The tape includes some un-
released gems too, though, such as
the original version on I “Lik
Girls,” which was virtually' de-
stroyed with over-production on the
“Big Beat™ album.

Sparks may be an acquired taste,
but it's one far more worthwhile
than sushi and dark beer, as far as
I'm concerned.

Eclectic? Undoubtedly. Essential?
Surely, Rocking? One lsten and
you'll never have lo ask agaln High-

1y recommended.
— Steve O'Leary
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