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Give the gift
of free flights
to the needy

While you are thinking about
Christmas giving, you might
contribute your Continental
Airlines frequent flier miles to
CAREFORCE, an organization
founded by Continental
etyployees to help people ina
transportation crisis.

CAREFORCE is a volunteer
organization that spends time,
money and frequent flier miles to
help anybody in a personal or
medical crisis with air
transportation. The 3,000 people
they have helped so far include a
man traveling monthly from
Calijornia to Sloan-Kettering in
New York for last-diteh cancer
treatments and a Sioux Indian
glrl born'without arms who
traveled (o Houston for surgery.

President Melia Reed says that
they get 300 ¢ olls a month, and
can help 75, 3o they rarely
rispund to prople who need to
visit u dying father. |

“We work theough  suci)
worker, medlcal professional or
clergyman, any professional who
is remuved a1d can verify the
siluation. By the time people find
us they have beea in the situation
along time and exhavsted thetr
fmances.”

- Continental contributes &
certain numnber of seats a month.
CAREFORCE buys tickets and
encourages the contribution of
frequent flier miles, which
Continental allows you to
transfur to this erganization.

“1f that sounds like a good way

ty celebrute Christmas, or any
other tune of yuar, contact
CAREFORCE at Box 3816, .
Humble, Texas, 77347-3816 to
contribute frequent flier miles,
To ask about a medical or.
personal crisis, call Continental
Airlinus reservations and ask
about CAREFORCE:; the agent
will give you the current contact
pumber fur a CAREFORCE
volunteer on duty.

3 CAREFORCE is just one of the
things I lexrned about white
tiying Continental Auclines flight
1197 lv Houstun secently
b Cunuoental 1s aiso gving giits.
fsth yuut help.

1 They sponsor a cookbook called
“Cookin' Up Miracles,” recipes
irom tamous restaurants, with
proceeds benefiting 5 mitlion
dospitalized kids thraugh the
Children’s Miracle Network. You
can ordet une from a plane by
wing Arrtone tree and calhog
HUV) 8370074
© You can call that toll-tree
guinber trois homme or send
$16.95 ptus $3 postage tu “Cookin
(p Maractes,” P.0O. Box 26057,
Calumbus Ohio, 43226
1 It you'd rather give a gift 10
yoirself or another traveler, here
are a couple of travel passports
Wurth thinking about.
 The Freedem Passport, usually
avarlable only tu pussengers 62
years old or more, cun be bought
until Jan 16, 1992, by anyone 55
Sears old or older. The $1.79¢
Rassport 1s good for one year in
the 48 contiguous states as well
as Canada, St. Thomas and St.

roix,

* You can make o maximum of
qne ene-way trip per week if you
#ay over o Saturday mght, with 4
few blackuut dates during spectal
Ralidays

1 Practically apeaksng. this gives
Fuu abuul 23 fHghts i yras a1 $74
4 {light. The oaly other costs
1hight be the $6 U § departure
tix to.Canada or the Caribbean,

: Contimental flies to most states.
It dovan’t fly to Tenaessee and
has lnntled service (o states like
i¥artn and South Carolina and
West Viegima

o It you are 62 vr over, you can
buy this passport anytume. The
spectal promotion for thuse 55
dnd over 1s avaitably only through
Jun 15 1992 1t your application
8 postinarked befute Dec 16,
1991, yuu get dn additivnal month
un your ticket,

2 Call 10l free (800) 441-1135.

= While you're at it, ask about the
Globaf Passport. They won't
thentien It unless you ask, but it ls
dlso avullable to the 55-and-up
crowd for the sanic dates.

« That passport costs $3,599.

tlanta, the south's largest
cty, has all the razxle-

metropolls: a  glittering
skyline, a wide choice of glitzy ho-
tels, shops and restaurants, a
tempting array of shows, exhibity
and nightlife and auractions that’
range from Atlanta Underground
to the World of Cuca-Cola.

The city scems to be on a roll:
After the drama of seelng the
Braves in the World Series, Atlanta
is looking forward to the 1994
Super Bowl and the 1996 Olymples.
Exvitement 15 in the air,

But another Atlanta stlll exists
In the side streets; a traditional
soft-spoken, slow-paced, {riendly
southern tawn.

One way to enjoy that amblance
is to stay at the Shellmeont Bed and
Breakfast house, built In 1891 with
many fine architectural details, lo-
cated in a guiet residential neigh-
borhood within walklng distance of
downtown Atlanta. The main house
has 20 rooms, all with private bath.

THE SHELLMONT'S carriage
house, & small buillding In the back
ot "the property, is a real flnd for
travelers who like a home-away-
{rom-home {eeling. There's a tving
room, Kitchen, bedroom and bath
and a little porch overlooking a
charming garden, as well as a
hammock, a small pond stocked
with goldfish and a resldent e¢at,
(390 a night for two people; contl-
nental breakfast included).

Pledmont Park is within walking
distance, at Piedmont and 14th
Street, with jogging trails and ten-
nis courts. (Even in winter, Atlanta
has many mild days.) There's also a
spectacular Botanical Gardens, 80
acres in all, with a large conserva-
tory full of trepical plants and dur-
ing the Christmas scason, polnset-
tias, and a 15-acre hardwood for-
est. It's a wonder{ul big-city oasts.

Coca-Cola and Cable News Net-
work are two of Atlanta’s most fa-
mous products: they're now deco-
rated for Christmas and offering
speclal events as well as thelr pop-
ular tours. CNN Is in the Omni
Complex at Marletta Street and
Techwood Drive Reservations are
avatlable only on the day of the
tour, tickets cost $5 and Saturday
tours i1l up fast. to

CNN Center's fifth annual Tuba
Christmas brings 100 tuba players
from around the country to play
Christmas music {rom noon to 2
p.m. Dec, 20. M you are a tuba
player, you can register on the day
of the cvent.

The World of Coca-Cola is next
to Underground Atlanta at 55 Mar-

dazzle of an American .

Located in Midtown, Pledmont Park ia the site of the Arts

Atlanta burns up with holiday spirit

Festival of Allants, conceris and other special events. The

Un Luther King Drive; tour tickets
cost $2.50 and reservatlons can be
made ahead. See thelr spectacular
International Christmas Tree and a
Christmas exhibit featuring the
artwork of Haddon Sundblom, who
created the tmage of Santa Claus
as we know it today.

ATLANTA’S ANNUAL Festival
of Trees will be at the .Georgla
World Congress Center, 285 Inter-
pational - Blvd., through Dec. 15,
and has Christmas trees and
wreaths decorated by the reglon's
top designers, a children’s corner
with hands-on activitles, a ginger-
bread vlllage, continuous perfor-

- mances and a carousel.

The striking High Muscum, at
133 Peachtrec St. downtown, cre-
ates a qulet, conlemplative world
of its own with art collections and
special exhibits. But even here
there's a holiday mood, with an
Hispanic Fiesta featuring musle
and dance on Dec. 17 at 12:15 p.m.

As big cliles go, Atlanta Is casy
to get around in, thanks to the rap-

id rall-and bus system known as
MARTA. {15 mlnute rall service to
the airport costs $1.) Now the New
Georgla Railroad is offering holl-
day rides, with carolling groups on
board, for the Atlanta Loop and the
Stone Mountain Loop on Dec. 14
and 24, These rides depart twice
daily from the Milepost Station
near Underground Atlanta; call
{404) 656-0769 for times and reser-
vations.

Underground Atlanta will, of
course, be allve with lights, decora-
tions, community choirs, strect
performers, storytellers and cos-
tumed characters — everything
but snow and ice, which tsn't tradi-
tional during the Christmas season
n Atlanta, anyway. Look for the
Great Tree.

For more information. The Shell-
mont Bed and Breakifast Lodge,
823 Piedmont Ave., N.E. Atlanta,
Ga. 30308, (404) 872:9290, The At-
lanta Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, 233 Peachtree St., Sulte 2000,
Atlanta. Ga. 30303, (404) 521-6600.
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park offers a view of the contemporary Midtown skyline. o
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Shellmont Bed and Breskfast in Atlanta offers easy access to «
the downlown ared.

Take kids to Chicago by train

By Vera Hogan
speciol writer

My son Sean was a perfect car
wraveler as a baby. We could spend
Christmas  with hls grandparents,
Dons and Larey Hogan, of Par-
shalleville, and we could visit grand.
ma and grandpa in Chicago almost
as eastly.

By age one, a Christmas trip to
Chicago was a nightmare, My dar-
ling son used six hours of confine-
ment to test his lungs, and to play
“throw the boitle and scream.”
That's when | decided that long car
trips with Sean would end until he
spoke {luent English and understood
my “rules of the car.”

This year | had a brilliant idea: we
wuuld travel by train.

1 was delighled 1o learn that my
roundtrip fare on Amirak would cost
unly $40. and my son would travel
free Not uniy was I golng to be able

10 maintait reasonably good mentat

healtk, ] was going 10 save money as
well

WE WERE 1u board the traln to
Chicago i Ann Arbor, a pleasant
and casy drive from our home In
Holly. 1 knew right away that travel-
ing by teain with my son would be a
definite improvement.

While waiting un the platform for
vur traln to arrive, people were in-
troducing themselves and sharing
“why were going to Chicago” sto-
ries. Some even made plans to sit to-
gether during the trip 1o play cards
of just chat.

We boarded the train and sat In
mev roomy seats where Scan could
streteh out, unconflned by a car seat.
The gentle rocking of the train Julled
him to sleep several timed during the
trip. While he slept, nice people in
our car offered to buy me sodas and
snacks on their trips to the club car.

When awake, Sean was happier
and more relaxed, and had my com-
plete undivided attention. He ook

great pride In sitting in his scat and
eating snacks from the pull-down
{ray table like a "big boy.” He very
much enjoyed gazing out of the train
windows and taking occasional
watks through other cars,

Because I'm a new  [first-time
maother, one concern I did have on
this trip was the posslbitity of “child-
snatching.” I recalled that there was
quite a long, underground walk from
1he tracks to Union Station upon ar-
rival in Chicago.

iIN ADDITION, my parents had
warned that because of construction
on several major Chicago highways
Teading to Unlon Station, they might
be detayed in picking us up.

With this in mind, I bought a 3-
{foot, heavy-duty, chain-linked dog
leash before leaving on our trip.
Once we arrived in Chicago, I put
my hand through the sturdy leather
handle of the leash, slid it up my arm
inside my jacket and secured It
tightly around my upper arm.

The other end of the leash was
clipp® onto the clasps of my son's
overall jeans, inslde his jacket. Al
theugh I did recelve a few odd looks,
1 took comfort in ihe fact that It
somcone were to grab my son, they
were going 1o have to lake me too.

Dec. 12, 13, 1%, 16
Rivikra, Dunrs, Aladdin
San Remo

Fortunately, our arrival was
unevent{u! and my parents were on
1ime waitlng for us.

Traveling by train has also solved
an “at home" problem. We live two
blocks from iracks where trains
come through several times a day. A
sound that once terrified by son, now
sends him flying to the window with
happy exclted cries of “toot, toot!"

I you're planning a long trip alone
with a small child. I highly recom-
mend doing yourseli a favor and
travel by teain. For information and
reservations, call Amtrak toll-free
{B00) 872-7245.

Sea
the
World

Warm up lo a cruise this
winter that won't lcave your
wallet cold.

Al we do is Cruises.

Only By m
Sea —

645-9900 -

529770

Nos-Rikoacing

(Y

2 lor 1 low rated based o dbl. oce. Liwhed space.

¢l s o

CMallgn, 1oy & Fuw

1-800-669-4466

o

Choo.cho® ooy, crassiiled: Pr :"'_—E Sa

Weh O & E clasubeds. youre atways o0 he hoht Inack) AN aboard for savings!

BeCSer RSSO ErSEn e,

The “Magmheent Mile s magicduning the holiday seasos
And vou'llenjoy it even more when you sahe advantage ot vur
' Simph chovse one of the vptions

$125°

el when vou sesenve o linunous guest nony
L v day at the work. Then ey vour holiday !

Uppradeto g st

Adpiruty et i ton halt-poe

23 tead or Inaerage onaditan The toukeuand Resturant

|
¥

Frov ovemmught parkang

Al e Rolnay s soidn U complete withont sine
particyar + candetton foad. we re otening tradiionat Chnstsas
dmnem a5 enotig Sew Year's Bye Gala Celebration
featuring Stanles Taul and his Orchestra.

For resenvations vt e information on the “Oplivis™ program,
contact your travel agent or call (3120 $H-2100. Far dining atd
New Year's reservations call 1312) 321- 1347,

A
“w
HOTEL INTER-CONTINENTAL
CHICAGO ’

&5 North Michigan Avenue « Chicago, Rlimois




