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By Casey Hans
slaff writer

Farmington Hills city council-
man Ben Marks s looking for a
few good men and women.

He hopes to garner belp from
other elected Michigan officlals in
the comlng months as he fights
proposed legislatlon — and the ap-
parent trend — to take decisions
away from local clties like Farm-
ington and the Hills.

He Is working closely with the
Michigan Munlcipal gue, a
group representing local govern-
meats in Lansing, which devoted
much of It's November newasletter
to the state weakening of local con-

l\?,ML bellevcs could become a erl-

“I want them (state leglslators}
to know this won't go away," said
Marks, who has testifled . three
times before leglslative commit-
tees about the issue of local con-

Continued from Page 1

But neither day care or plano
fessons are the issues heve, Marks
sald. Ivs who controls how thase
things' are- handled. He Is asking
other area city councils to adopt
simllar resolutions,  which he in-
tends to hand-deliver to leglstators.

“It seems that our senators and
representatives are utllizing the
‘balony’ phllosophy where home

trol and to alert citles to what the

“I want them (state legislators) to

know this won't go away.”

— Ben Marks
ity counciiman

trol, or home rule In recent years,
-1 think home rule is something

that has been taken for granted for:

many years. This (recent Senate

:cllnﬂ) could be the leak in the
am."

MARKS AND the MML are
fighting two bllls which recently
passed the state Senate and will be

the next few months. One allows
home day care in any residential
zone and the other bill would not
altow local ordinances prohlblting
music lessons in resldential houses.

He has already recelved support
on his home rule Issue from the clt-

rule is concerned, taking it away
one silee at a time,” Marks said in
hig letter to the cilles.
FARMINGTON Clty Manager
Robert Deadman sald he did not
find the legislative push surprising,
given state Jevel trends. "The state,
for some time, has been looking
over the shoulder of Jocal commun-
fties as they {the clues) zo0ne Lo
prohlblt some uses,” he said.
Deadman sald uule legislnllon is

considered by the state House over *

ies of Farmington and Dearborn
and he Is seeking similar support
- from other governments which are
members of the Michigan Munlci
pal League. He plans to hand-dellv-
er resolutions from supporting cit-

fes,

Just how does a weakening of
home rule impact the average resi-
dent? Marks said more stats con-
trol means less control for resl-
dents. “If the state takes control,
(the average resident) has no fo-
rum. He's not golng to go to Lans-
Marks sald. “The beauty of
thority Is that it's right

eres "
Much of this back-and-forth, es-

unnecessary because many citles,
{ncluding Farmington, allow a va.
riety of home occupations that are
traditionally carried on {n a resi-
dence.

Both Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills allow one-person busl-
nesses in a residence, with some re-
stricttons for floor space used and
storage of materials, Zonlng offi-
cials say such people must keep
low profiles in any case.

Marks recrunts home-rule backers

peclally over the zoning of home
day care facilities, has gone on
over the past three years and
Marks has kept an eagle aye on de-
velopments, .

He wants to encourage -uu leg-
Islators to pass lawa for Lhe bigger
. statewide. problems .and work

local governments and citl-
un: to handle emaller problems.

“Everyone needs to look at what
benefits the whola and not a special
interest group, he sald. “That's
why we e tea off the
damned ship, fsn't it?"

He belleves llnte officials don't
know (hey are “picking away at
home rule* and that local officlals
are just starting to reallze the im-
portance of the fssue. He said he
plans to follow through on an [ssue
he deems one of the most import-
ant for Jocal citles,

“I took a bite of the apple and
it's gotten pretly blg,” Marks ad-
mitted. “But I'm going to stay with
It .

Local towns say laws gobble powers

John Denohue, ety attorney for
both Farmington and Farmington
Hills, sald the proposed legistation
governing plano lessons and the
like is especlially confusing. “It
prohibits a municipality from
prohlbiting music, lessons in the
home,” be sald. “It docsn't aay you
can't regulutn it. Who knows what

that
“ll will bc left for Ihe courts to
decide.

Strings attached

to transit backing

Continued from Page 1

AT LEAST ONE council member
doubts a merger with Detroit's sys-
tem would work, and suggested pri-
vatization of the system be consid-

red.

“I look at D-DOT (Detrolt Depart-
ment of Transportation) ‘and the
trouble that system’s had said
councllwoman Joanne McShane. “I'd

of all working resldents in Oakland
County take fhe bus to work.
Deadman said the [ssue is a “so-.
¢lal” one, impacting resldents who
rely on such transportatlon to get:
back and forth to their jobs from
clty and suburbs, |
Deadman added some . cities: .
ncm the counlry offer free, or.
early free, bus service but in light.
ot xecent belt-tightening he doubts:
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A Burglar Alarm
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Completely
Installed

* Free Estimates ¢ In Business
Since 1971 « Deal Direct With Owner

Purchaser Owns System
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Quality Burglar Protection Company
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*Includes Keypad, Siven, Motion Detector, Up to 3 uymlnp

that would be possible here.
‘The question, be sald, b “are we
willing to subsidlze publle
uuon to that degree? T doubt ll." hc'
sald. .

be very, hxni-praud to see that
merger.”

‘But there may be little
to privatize the system. SMART
slatistics show less than one percent
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FARMINGTON FAMILIES IN ACTION WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING ,
INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES FOR MAKING THE 1991 OCTOBER
DRUG AWARENESS MONTH CELEBRATION SUCH A SUCCESS!

To those who contributed money, products, services, and/or time:

Vina Jemsen R ] Iy s
Kathy Tudbatt b Deadman Dackene knight
Linda Sabbots JoAnoe McShane
Trudy Majer Ben Motk
Knapp Aldr Vagnass)

Oebbie Crittendun Faremingion 163 City Coue

Normes tamingon 1481 fulce anmn

Sea Farmingion

Mrs, Chamberiey lummlumhm et on Besariment

obby Bretect b o
Dean Cobt Arma tee b Toiars
Tebes Meysiman o
Bar Kerves u-mmm Chy Coumts
M. Scrvemel o Acra
Ma. Dettre Tatmainghu Atea Advissey Cenomad

. 5 OCC = Drihard Ridge (-

Keen Jon & Jubor Wi

Mart Dt Ruder

[
frocs

W

enentary Schuml " deug memsage® (ham purla ipants
g bt pamten ptae
Sy b

Wendy
fiest u-n.u Tteran Chorch
I eat Temple Warship Crnler
Charch ud Cheint
st Chareh ol G
hebst (l_m-nly Churth ol Metrgedaan Deirest
Trinity Tpiniroal
Pl u-unl..».-hn Luthetsn Chueth of Oeleisd
T Eompet Dot

Fholy Crine Churih
Antunh (uiberan Counh
Vope TAheran Chor b
‘s butheran Church
M. 'y Luthetan Chvich )
8. Thewmas Octhachrs € hunh

4 Ctan On

Tarminglon Seventh Dy Adventint
ehihad Uinded st

abvatmn sy Chotih Dt fatmangion v Avanbine
Pacth Cimenant Chorch Uphran Farrnagion Busimess Avv e
Came Chopel et
v Benon i Publa Cund ~ Conral Ot & o s bemds
ity irbpried

Chent Comnn Eeter Clarems Gabed

Cale Pyl
Niwetta Comeay o Pesa

Ratet C b Yhomesmoers Aves otun

ke & Swo Drdesh Thia N That
Suranne (reon 3R Prmieng
Chant Dmgued v
foboe Palhaum. ot
Bubbie Frddmsn b o od e it
Tammie Glesn Parrmioy Tiheary
Cenn e et 18 57
Tom Ge ¢ 31w
Coeg Gend b Aetropriiian atiomal Rank 1l Parmingion
Caney Hamy. The Communay Censer
Dut fmied The Coret Berbershop

e ity Con oot

b Machell
Chenpt & prrry ol
Reven Yodes
rahan Cart icknsy
dparn

rimgion Sl 8 ‘TH vtk
Fueest Paek Rapiesl Churih Reishphet W,
h Taemingion Ropte Amanda Amen
et Lsphisd (o o Pasmangicmn Hills Vawra € unmingham
Mivsimary Bapind Ot i Fasmengle Hamsme Karkm

S & penaie aglan
Moy & fenmy Barkow
St
Noide Sarlnisn & ~Paula®
Sandw, bk L Desel Crernbreg.

b Wallmy.
8 Church Ixrenloma Authomiy




