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‘He is not a Republican’ — county GOP head

" By Pat Murphy
slaff writer

Having David Duke on Michigan's

presidential primary ballot would be
contrary to the principles of the Re-
publlcan Party, according to James
M. Alexander, GOP chalrman In
Oaklnnd County.
e (Duke) Is not a Republi-
can,"said Alexander, a lawyer in
Blrmingham. “Nor docs he embrace
the principles of the Republican Par-
o

A Troy resldent, however, disa-
grees and inslsts Duke should be al-
lowed to run in Michigan's March
primary. “He's for America first,”
said the Troy man who. asked that
his name not be used.

“My name was used In another
news article (In The Detrolt News),
and I recelved o Jot of annoying

phone calls,” he sald. “I don't want *

that to happen agaln.”

Alexander and the Duke supporter
made thelr remarks last week as
Michigan clection offlcials prepared

State to reap more
of fuel tax dollars

By Tim Richeard
slatf writor

Michigan will get back 95 cents of
every [uel tax $1 it sends to Wash-
ington Instead of only 85 cents under
a new federal transportation law
says U.S. Rep. Carl Pursell.

Purscl), a veteran of transporta-

. tion budget battles, sald a new road
to Detrolt Metro Alrport and $10
milllon for public transportation in
Michigan are part of the new $151
billlon, six-year law passed by Con-
gress.

He praised President Bush's reas.
slignment of Transportation Secre-
lary Samuel Skinner as White House
chief of stafi.

“On 3 scale of 10, between nine
and 10 — in Jim Baker's class” Is
how Pursel] rates Skinner. Secretary
of State Baker has been a top presi-
dentlal aide in two administrations.

"I WAS FIRST (o take a heavy
shot at {(John) Sununu," said Pursell,
an c¢lght-term Republican, in his
Plymouth Township home.

A former governor of New Hamp-
shire, Sununu was an carly Bush sup-
porter, as was Pursell, But he called
Sununu an “abrasive” man who
didn't grow well in Washington poli-
tics.

Pursell was one of 80 signers of a
letter vurglng Bush to replace
Sununu, who quit effective Dec. 15.

Although Pursel]l no longer Is on
the (ransportaifon appropriations
subcommilttee, he is Impressed by
Skinner, a former Chicago lawyer.

“He's a good communleator with

. ail members of Congress,”
id.

Pursell
sa

Skinner calied the six-year trans.
portation bil} "vislonary — the most
slgni!lcanl picee of surface transpor-

to release on Friday the list of poten-
at candldates on the ballot for the
state's presidentlal primary March
17.

State Republicans, in the mean-
time, were to meet in Kalamazoo to
discuss, among other things, ways to
keep Duke of{ the ballot, at least as a
Republlcan.

"WE HAVE SEVERAL optlons,”
sald Brian Flood, press secretary for
Michlgan Republicans. “We can ask
the Secretary of State (Richard Aus-
tin} to kecp Duke off the ballot. Or
we can conslder changlng party
rules so that he can’t run as a mem-
ber of our party.”
uke, a Louisiana lawmaker, ls

o

national media as a presidential can-
didate, explained Bradley S. Whit.
man, director of instruction and vo-
ter registration for the Bureau of
Electlons of the Michigan Secretary
of State's Offlce.

Because he has been mentioned

extensively by the natlonal medla, -

Duke is llkely to qualify for Michl-
Ran's primary, said Whitman, “It's
00 strong to gay he is a likely candi-
date. But Mr. Duke s certainly being
considered scrionsly.”
Alexander sald a Duke

father about some of his friends hav-
Ing numbers tattooed on thelr hands.
I remember asking what ‘kike'
meant,

“I strongly agrec with Presldent
Bush when he says there's no place
for blgotry in American pallties."

THE TROY RESIDENT, however,
sald he accepts Duke's explanation
that his Involvement with the Klan

and the Nazis were “youthful Indis-+-

cretions.
“Louisiana voters and the media

were willlng to belleve Edwards,” he -
sald. “Why can't they betleve Duke?”

The Troy resident was referring to
the November gubernatorial race in
Louislana when Duke lost to former
governor Edwin Edwards, whose
ye:ua In efflce were marked by scan-
da

Edwards, who was also known as
a womanizer, convinced voters he
had changed and defeated Duke,
winning slightly more than 60 per-
cent of the votes cast.

would likely be disruptive for Oak-
land Republicans because public at-
tention would be K on Duke
rather than the Issues GOP “candi-
dates want to discuss.

the vative
candidate who was formerly a grand
wizard in the Ku Klux Klan and a
member of the American Nazi Par-

ty. .

He could automatically be [nclud-
cd on the list of potential presiden-
tial candldates In Michigan when it
is rcle:m.'d Friday.

since the
pmgr.lm in 1956.”

HERE'S. HOW the law jmpacts
Michigan:

® 322.8 million for construciton
of an access road {o Metro Alrport
from its southern end to 1-275. “That
will open [t-up to the downriver
arca’s development,” sald Pursell. it
should relieve traffic for those who
enter by 194,

® $10.5 million for the state for
publlc . transportation, mostly for
buses and bus equipment. So far, it
isn't knawn how much will go to
SMART, the suburban bus system.

® A 95 percent return to Michl-
gan of the fuel tax money its drivers
send to Washington. Previously
Michigan had reccived only 85 per-
cent.

* $3.2 billion for road projects.
Michigan DOT Director Patrick
Nowak’s staff estimated the state
will'have to put up matching moncy
of $725 million. The amount is un-
certain because some projects will
require a 10 percent state match,
others 20 pereent

The House pa;sed it 37247 the

Senate, 79-8.

“WE HAVE finished the Interstate
Highway System,” said Sen. Danict
P. Moynihan, D-NY, vice-chair of the
congressional conference ' commit-
tee. Pursell marked that quote In his
capy of the report.

quallty for that list by
being “generally advocated” by the

A Duke n N
would also be personally painful,
said Alexander, who is Jewish, Alex.
ander Is concerned about Duke's as-
socliation with the Ku Klux Klan and
the Nazis, two groups known for
thelr hatred of Jews and other mi-
norities.

“I was nowhere near the Holo-
caust,” said Alexander, 42. “But I
can remember as a kld asking my
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clarification

The alliance between Oakland
Community College and the Univer-
sity of Michtgan-Dearborn s called

the “2+2" plan. The plan was de-
tailed In the Dec. § jssue.
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